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Best for Women
In July, | attended the regional Membership Chair Training in Taipei. As E R
well, Governor Maxine Tenander, Past Governor Margaret Macrae and | 'c

participated in a separate meeting with Executive Director Leigh Wintz
and Soroptimist International of the Americas (SIA) Secretary-Treasurer mE m-BERSHl.P

Sharon Fisher to discuss or region's low membership in attempt to ul MET‘ER!
explore and develop further strategies and options for Eastern Canada

Region (ECR). SIA by-law indicates that a region must have 20 clubs or ﬁ%"" [

300 members, this by-law will be applied to ECR at the end of the ﬁq‘\‘ /
Renaissance Campaign at August 31, 2009. If we do not have the

minimum number of members at that time, the region will be faced with \

merging with another Region or being administered by the Federation.
ane J J y THE ﬁ‘»ﬁ 300
MAGIC

At the President’'s Meeting, we heard that ECR numbers as of June 30, numaer  H 290

2008; were 10 clubs and 245 members. The focus of your ECR board is

to increase membership throughout the Region rather than considering a WE'RE 9 — 280
merger at this time. Given the importance of membership to our Region, ALMOST 270
and Ad-Hoc committee consisting of Director Cyndy Roberts, Director THERE 7]
Joan Sturch and Secretary Margaret Gilbey was created to assist me in WERE —> = 260
my role as Region Membership Chair; as well as to provide additional ON A

support to the membership chairs at the club level. As of September 30, ROLL 250
2008 we were 239 members. 240
At the Fall Region meeting, your club membership chairs were given a ;&%US‘T 230

number of resources to assist them at the club level to complete the task
of membership... recruitment and retention. This was referred to as the
ECR Survival Kit. The Ad-Hoc Committee has been working very hard
to sort through a vast number of resources available on the SIA website, Updated

select the key tools and principles so that each club has them both in a Nov 2008
hard copy and on a CD to alleviate the time that it takes to go to the
website. Your club membership chairs will participate in two conference calls with the Ad-Hoc Committee
and we will continue to work closely together. At the Fall Region meeting, we unveiled the ECR
Membership O’Meter. Given that | am a visual learner, | felt it would be beneficial to be able to actually
see the mercury rise as clubs induct new members. Thanks to the artistic talents of Director Joan Sturch,
we can all see and participate in the growth of our Region.

I know that clubs have been bringing in new members to the Region because | hear about them.
However, but | cannot stress enough the importance of each club membership chair to kee p me
advised of when and who is inducted to that | can ensure that SIA has the accurate statistics for our
Region. | will also then have the updates added to the ECR Membership O’'Meter.

| was very excited to be able to participate in the Chartering of SI Simcoe County. This brings our Region
to 11 clubs and 261 members. | do know that there are other members that have been inducted but | do
not know who they are or when they were inducted.



| am presently working with Corinne Rivers on starting a new club in the Richmond Hill area. We have
had two meetings, with a total of 10 ladies who are very interested in chartering a new club which will be
called SI York Region. Our next meeting is December 17" i you have any contacts in this area please
forward them to myself or Corinne. | have also had a conversation with Rosemary Reid and Joyce Fee
and they have expressed an interest in starting a new club in the Lindsay area!

| have been busy putting together potential new member resources and taking them to the membership
meetings. | have even invested in a 407 responder device given that | will be traveling back and forth.

| would like to challenge each club to induct at least 6 new members and remember to keep the FUN in
the work we do as Soroptimists, VALUE the talents that each member brings to their club and the
retention piece will take care of itself!

Respectfully submitted
Bonnie Domonchuk
Governor-Elect

Region Membership Chair




The snow was threatening, but it did not stop a
contingent of Eastern Canada Region
Soroptimists travelling to Alliston, Ontario, on a
cold November Sunday to celebrate the
chartering of a new club. Led by the Three
Musketeers, Alison  Sanders, Chartering
Committee Chair, Margaret MacRae, Immediate
Past Governor for Eastern Canada Region, and
Sue Gilbert, Soroptimist International of Simcoe
County was duly chartered and celebrated at a
Luncheon Party, Sunday November 16, 2008 at
the Gibson Centre in Alliston, Ontario.

Charter President Laura Orr has been a strong
central figure in keeping a core group of women
“alive” with excitement and dedication to the
Soroptimist vision. With fundraising and awards
events already under their belt, the new Club
Board is ready to launch into their first biennium
as a club. These wonderful ladies are going to
make things happen! And we see a bright future
for this club over the next few years.

Highlights from the luncheon include not only the
formal induction of all the new members and the
club Board, but also a presentation from the
Mayor of New Tecumseh, and a presentation of
a very large cheque from SI Simcoe County to
Girls On the Run. Now that’s one way to recruit
new members! The director of the local Girls on
the Run project was so impressed with our
organization, she decided to become a member!
She was also the guest speaker, telling us all
about how she began, organised and built up
the Girls on the Run chapter in that area. Boy,
does that group and Soroptimist ever suit each
other. Great stuff!

A very sincere thank you to everyone involved in
this charter. A special thank you to Governor

Maxine Tenander for travelling to Alliston for the
day from Thunder Bay.

It was a proud day for all of us. There were
representatives from all ten clubs attending this
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Charter, sharing the excitement, present gifts
and offering support. We hope to continue that
support in some form or another over the
coming year.

Congratulations to the new club for your
dedication and hard work.

Respectfully submitted,

The Three Musketeers

Alison Sanders, Chartering Committee Chair
Margaret MacRae, Immediate Past Governor,
Eastern Canada Region

Sue Gilbert, Charter Committee Secretary
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Our June meeting was held at the home of
member Deb Polkinghorne. Since it was Friday
the 13", we all came dressed as “biker girls” and
held motorcycle races. Members paid for the
delicious meal provided by Deb, with proceeds
going to the Grandmothers of Steel, the
Hamilton chapter of Grandmothers to
Grandmothers of the Stephen Lewis Foundation.

September saw the club holding our semi-
annual Book Sale in partnership with the
Hamilton Public Library. This time, more people
bought more books, resulting in more money for
our clubs ongoing service projects.

Members attended the Fall Area Meeting where
our Woman of Distinction winner, Clare
Freeman, was honoured by the Eastern Canada
Region.

The following is a response, written by member
Pat McNeice, to S.l. Assistant Margaret Cook in
answer to her request for what projects clubs
have done in relation to HIV/AIDS as they want
to use it a meeting on of the Commission on the
Status of Women at the UN in March 2009 in
New York.

“Sl Hamilton-Burlington (Canada)  has linked
up with The Stephen Lewis Foundation in
Toronto which strives to ease the pain of HIV
and AIDS by supporting grassroots projects in
Africa.

You will know that Stephen Lewis was the
official representative for the United Nations
Organization for a number of years in the area of
HIV/AIDS and on his return to Canada set up
the Foundation.

Its website is: info@stephenlewisfoundation.org
The Foundation funds over 100 projects in 14
African countries.

The Hamilton-Burlington club has been funding,
The Umoyo Training Centre in Lusaka, Zambia
which is for orphan girls aged 14 to 18 for three
years, at $1000.00 per year. At Umoyo, girls
learn to deal with the trauma of loss, gain
confidence and engage in serious academic
studies.

We also support the Grandmothers of Steel,
organized two years ago in Hamilton, an
appropriate nhame as Hamilton is a Steel city.
They were honoured with the 2008 World
Citizenship Award by the City of Hamilton
Mundialization Committee at a dinner at which
Stephen Lewis spoke. You have to understand
what a superb orator Stephen is as he held us
spellbound with his passionate advocacy at the
dinner.”

Submitted by Nancy Ellison




Welcome Our New Board
Governor Elect Bonnie installed our 2008-2010 S| Gu  elph Board in June 2008 .

Our new Board is as follows...

President — Flora Francis

First Vice- President - Angela North
Second Vice-President - Aileen Kirkham
Treasurer - Lynn Twomey

Secretary — Georgina Brookfield
Director Awards - Jennifer Oliver

Following the leadership of the Past President Donna
Keating we are working steadfastly to improve the lives
of women and girls in the Guelph community.

We are delighted to have two new members and
are sure that we will reach the required
membership goal.
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WOMEN’'S OPPORTUNITY AWARD

Cynthia Ayala is a single mother with two young
children. As a child she had dreams of one day
becoming a Police Officer. She was in an
abusive relationship for a total of 6 Y years
spending some time in and out of women’s
shelters before leaving three years ago and
staying in a women’s shelter with her two
children. Before leaving the relationship she laid
the groundwork to escape and at the same time
return to school. She acquired several
certificates to improve her skills and then applied
to Conestoga College taking Police
Foundations. At the time of receiving the WOA
award she was in the second year of the course.
By the end of the summer, she had graduated,
and is now working as a Corporate Physical
Security Officer at Barber -Collins Security
Services Ltd. in Waterloo, ON.

VIOLET RICHARDSON AWARD

Heather Gauley was the recipient of the Violet
Richardson Award for 2007. Heather is a high
school student in Guelph and has been
volunteering at St. Joseph’s Health Centre since
June 2006. She assists seniors attending
Catholic Mass as well as working with
Alzheimer’s patients. At the time of the award
she had completed 200 volunteer hours at St.
Joseph’s and received the Teen Volunteer
Award and the Miss Congeniality Award. She
lives in Guelph with her parents. She intends to
pursue a career in medicine.




Sl Guelph Partners With Habitat For Humanity

S.I. Guelph was able to partner with Habitat for
Humanity Wellington County to prepare a new
home in Guelph for occupancy by a single
mother and her four children.

Featuring: Aileen Kirkham, Flora Francis, Angela
North, and Georgina Brookfield showing off our
new banner in the Habitat House before we
began to work. Georgina was instrumental in
obtaining the banner donated by “SIGNSHOP” a
local sign business. Madeline Pryce who will
soon be the new owner of the house is enrolled
at Harrison College, Cambridge ON, and hopes
to become a counselor.

Our club will continue to partner with Habitat, an
exciting new project for us.

‘mist International of Guelph

Yver 50 Years

Soroptimist  International of Peterborough
continues to be an active and busy club with
involvement of many of our members.

A spring plant sale was held at the Canadian
Canoe Museum in May. $750 was raised from
the sale. A donation was made to the YWCA
Turningpoint Partners.

The annual Golf for Health Tournament was
held at Heron's Landing on June 21%. 98 golfers
enjoyed the scramble tournament, lunch and
fabulous prizes. $2,000 of the proceeds was
donated to the Women’'s Health Centre and
$2,000 to Canadian Mental Hearth for programs
for women in the community.

Despite the cold weather and approach of
winter, the golf committee is already planning
the next tournament to be held June 20, 2009.

The executive for 2008- 2009 was inducted in
June. The board members are: Marney Horton
(President), Dianne Nielsen (First Vice), Val
Choffe (Treasurer),Heather Hedges (Secretary),
Dorothy Macdonald, Alix Michener, Carol
Koslag, and Chris Goedhuis as board members.

Along with the change of season the club
changed locations of our business meetings

from the Peterborough Golf and Country Club,
that is undergoing renovations, to the Royal
Canadian Legion on Landsdowne. Dinner and
speakers are enjoyed by our members the first
Wednesday of each month.

On October 18" ten members attended the
ECR Fall meeting hosted by Soroptimist
International of Humber, Credit Valley's and
Brampton. It was a very enjoyable day with
excellent speakers.

Club members are busy preparing for the
Annual Poinsettia Tea and Bazaar to be held on
November 22, at the Lions Centre in
Peterborough. Tea room, book and poinsettia
sale, raffle and bazaar and craft items some of
the features of the day.

The presentation of the Women’s Opportunity,
Violet Richardson and Trent University awards
will be the highlight of our March meeting.
Committees are working on these awards.

That's all the news from Peterborough at this
time.

Dorothy Macdonald
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In May, 2008, Sl Stoney Creek-Niagara had the
great pleasure of hosting the annual Spring
Conference in St. Catharines. Our theme was
“Come Sail Away”, and our cruise ship was the
S.S. Minnow. There was some business on the
Friday night as well as the social and basket
raffle. On Saturday we had Fannie Louie, SIA
Director and Nancy Nardone from SIA
headquarters. Our keynote speaker was Susan
Minns who has a wonderful and humorous
attitude as she spoke about her life with MS.
We disembarked on Saturday evening on our
shore excursion. We enjoyed dinner and show
with Greg Frewin who is an illusionist. Most of
us are still trying to figure out how some of the
illusions were done. Sunday was the highlight
of the conference. Our awards luncheon
recognized deserving clubs for all the hard work
they achieved over the past year. Colleen
Sword was the WOA recipient at our club level
winning $1,000. Her name was then submitted
to ECR where she won and was awarded
$5,500. As one of 28 first-place recipients
representing all the clubs in SIA Colleen won
and received $10,000 for a total of $16,500.
ECR Governor Margaret MacRae presented the
cheque to Colleen at Brock University. A single
mother of four, Colleen deals with several
challenges in her home life. She is now enrolled
in a four year combined Honours Psychology
and Behavioural Science Technology Program,
graduating in the Summer of 2010. She plans to
not only attend Teacher’s College in the fall of
2010, but will also continue her studies at Brock
University in the Applied Disabilities Studies
Masters Program.

This summer we were again invited to help out
the Hammer City Roller Girls as they hosted
several matches with teams from Canada & the
U.S. We volunteered at the door selling tickets
and handed out brochures. And to say thanks
for our support, the Hammer City Roller Girls
generously donated one dollar on every ticket
sold to our club. Their season starts at the
beginning of May and extends to mid-August,
and we helped out at 5 of their games, making
us almost $2,000. There is no prep work,
planning or expense to us for this volunteer work
— and we had fun watching the games! They
really are great girls (tattoos, piercings, multi-
coloured hair and all). They also help out the
community by doing food drives and marshalling

at the Take Back The Night event and donate to
Inasmuch House (a women’s shelter) and HIFY
(Health Initiatives For Youth).

Late August, the new elected Club Board
Members went to past president Joan Sturch’s
cottage (alias Moose Lodge) for our annual 3-
day Board Retreat. Discussions involved
committees, programs, budgets, calendar of
events, club evaluation and meeting structure.
Joan was a wonderful hostess and made our
work-time just as enjoyable as our playtime.

Sadly, in October, Shirley Begin, one of our
charter members, passed away at the age of 69.
Shirley supported many, or all, of our club
functions in the early years. She was very proud
to be a Soroptimist and enjoyed attending
Conference and Fall Region Meetings.  She
truly believed in the service of this organization
and the ideals that we support. She was a
smiling and friendly face at meetings and
enjoyed meeting Soroptimists from other clubs.
In recent years, Shirley’s heart was giving her
trouble. She had been in and out of hospital
over the last four or five years. We will miss
you, Shirley. You were a caring mother, a good
Soroptimist and a dear friend. We thank you for
everything you did. Shirley Begin leaves two
sons, and several grandchildren.

Our October social night involved our annual
ABC social at Director’s Dian Kuzyk home. ‘A’
— alcohol, ‘B’ — board games ‘C’ — cards. We
ordered pizza, played pool, told jokes, played
cards and had a great time. Also in October, our
club, with the help of The Brandee Elliott
Educational Projects, planted two trees in a
beautiful park in Grimsby, in memory of two of
our club member's husbands (affectionately
referred to as “Soropti-misters”) and two
mothers of members. It is a wonderful and
lasting tribute and very much appreciated by the
families.

November has been a busy month for us. We
had a social at President’'s Pat Copeman. Our
November social night was hosted by President
Pat Copeman. It began with a potluck dinner
and then we watched a movie -- “My Big Fat
Greek Wedding”. This was another fantastic
evening: we ate, we drank and laughed all night
— a really fun time!l Two guests also came,



hopefully new members by the time this goes to
press. On Saturday, November 8", we hosted
an Autumn Harvest Tea/Fashion Show. Once
again, we served delicious home-made scones
with  Devonshire cream and preserves,
scrumptious  sandwiches, veggies, mouth-
watering desserts along with fresh brewed tea
and coffee. Six club members modeled clothes
supplied by Laura and Laura Petites. All our
guests had a great time, we raised lots of money
and we all had a lot of fun doing it!

A highlight of November was the luncheon for
the chartering of the new Simcoe County Club.
Four of our members attended and reported that
they really enjoyed meeting the very enthusiastic
newly inducted Simcoe County members and
they especially enjoyed the guest speaker.

Also, the lunch was excellent. We are all very
proud and happy for the new Simcoe County
Club. Congratulations!

Our annual Christmas party will be held on
December 13". This festive party gives us a
chance for socializing and picking a winner for
our annual Basket of Cheer draw from which
proceeds go to our Violet Richardson Award and
Women'’s Opportunity Awards bursaries.

So, on that note, SI Stoney Creek-Niagara
wishes everyone a joyous Christmas and a
healthy and prosperous New Year.

Respectfully submitted,
Billie Yakiwchuk

First Annual Golf Fundraiser

We did it! The Alliston soon-to-be-chapter held
its first fundraising event and it was a smashing
success. The First Annual Ladies Fore Golf
Tournament was held on Thursday August 14,
2008, at Harborview Golf and Country Club.
Kudos to whoever ordered the weather - it was
the first beautiful sunny day in months and from
the buzz on the links, a good time was had by
all. Funds raised were in support of Girls on the
Run which is a local running group for young
women. It was appropriate that the fundraising
event was women, for women, but we did allow
men to the dinner (hey, someone had to carry
the purses!) and they brought their wallets, too.

The event was a 9 hole shotgun/dinner with best
ball being the salvation of the non-golfers. We
had a blast! Fabulous tournament prizes were
awarded for various qualifiers like closest to the
pin (Jade Coulson — winner), longest drive (Jade
Coulson — winner), and other qualifiers like
putting, highest, and lowest score (not Jade).

We were really fortunate to make the day extra
special with some great prizes, but admittedly
Jade's prize was the coolest - It was THE
biggest golf club (a wood) ever seen. We also

had a raffle with tickets by the arm where
winners were able to pick their prizes — you got
what you wanted and almost everyone took
something home. Thank you to all the sponsors
and advertisers — the prizes were awesome and
most generous.

A children’s fashion show was put on by Zero to
20, a popular children’s clothing store located in
Woodbridge. Thank you to all the models. Zero
to 20 carries a range of clothing, but we were all
impressed with the children' formal wear. The
kids looked great.

There was a Silent Auction with numerous
quality pieces available to the highest bidders.
ltems up for auction included Baby Phat
sunglasses, gift certificates, and signed Artwork.
There were truly some lovely pieces available —
and as always, the price was right.

All in all, it was well done and a good time was
had by all. It truly was a team event and we
hope to see all of you and more at the Second
Annual Ladies Fore Golf Tournament. Take a
bow, Ladies; you earned it.

Respectfully submitted,
Tracy Mason
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Soroptimist International of Ancaster-Dundas-
Flamborough provided the Dundas Food Bank
during their drive in October. Seen here is
Programs of Service Committee Chair, Nancy
Robertson, presenting a cheque for $400 to the
Food Bank Coordinator, Diane Dunnett. For
more details, visit our website:
www.soroptimistdaf.ca

Annual Christmas Auction a Huge Success

With 106 auction items available for a loonie or a
toonie per bid, the Iladies of Soroptimist
International of Ancaster-Dundas-Flamborough
raised over $8,500 on November 12 at our
annual Christmas Auction. The Chair of
Fundraising, Kerry Jarvi, was our MC for the
evening, assisted by past governor, Shirley
McCoy. Our grand prize, known as Pearls &
Passion, was created by Sandy Gray of Weeks
of Waterdown and the winner received a
weekend getaway, theatre tickets, a gift basket
to set the mood and an 18" strand of pearls.
There were over 200 attendees at the new
venue, St Thomas parish in Waterdown,
jockeying for the winning numbers. One of the

first time attendees said that she had the best
time in ages. "l had no idea what to expect and |
didn't quite get it until we got started but count
me in for next year. | didn't realize how much |
had needed a fun night out and definitely want to
come again."

We'd like to thank the troop of extremely polite
and enthusiastic young boys who volunteered
from the local highschool to hand out door prizes
and sell last minute tickets for the Wheel Barrow
of Wine, also known as Santa's Sleigh of Sippin’
Sauce. The winning ticket was drawn by past
governor, Margaret - congratulations to our very
own Nancy Davidson of SI-DAF. For more
information about our annual Christmas Auction,
visit our website: www.soroptimistdaf.ca
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The 2008-2009 year started off in August with a
well attended delicious potluck supper at
Margaret Joyce’s home. The weather wasn't the
best but we were able to be outside.

In September, we had Cherlye Pollack of
Moorelands Community Services speak to us
about Baby Bundles. Moorelands was founded
in 1912 to help factory workers and their families
in downtown Toronto

Baby Bundles is the main project of SIT for this
year. This project provides basic baby supplies
and clothing to new mothers living in poverty in
Toronto. Moorelands is the only service of this
kind in Toronto and distributes app 400 bundles
a year.

At our October meeting, we heard from Karen
McQueen. Karen is this year's winner of the
Helen Walker Award of $10,000. She told us
about her Masters research program about
Breast Feeding.

SIT Multicultural Woman’'s Fair was held
Saturday October 25" at Trinity-St. Paul’s
United Church, which is on Bloor St. West.
Over 300 people attended this event not
counting the representatives of the different

10

cultural groups and SIT members. We may well
make this an annual event. “Hats off” to Barbaro
Stalbecker-Pountney and her team for
organizing this successful event. (Photos
throuhgout this article are from this Fair).

We are so pleased to report that we have had
three new members join us since late spring.

We have been notified that we are to receive a
bequest from the estate of Ella Marie Felker.
Marie was a president of the former North York
club, a member of SIT and was also Governor of
ECR. She has also made a bequest to the
Soroptimist Canadian Foundation.

Plans are underway for our:

Soroptimist International of Toronto
Celebrates their
75" Anniversary
Sunday, May 3, 2009
with a Luncheon

Mark the date on your Calendar

Kathy Burnie SIT
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2009 Conference Plans May 22, 23, 24, 2009

Committee chairs report that the plans for the
conference are going very well. The location
and entertainment have been finalized.

Family and Friends Fall Auction
This October, members of SI Thunder Bay held
another successful fall auction rising over
$2,600 to support our local projects. The
baskets of gifts up for auction prepared by the
membership were overwhelming, We are know
in the city for having the best baskets in town.

KIVA Loans that change lives.

In the May connector, SI Thunder Bay reported
on the KIVA project club members were
supporting in Mexico, Uganda, Guatemala,
Nicaragua and the Dominican Republic. Recall
Kiva lets you lend to an entrepreneur in a
developing world empowering them to lift
themselves out of poverty. Within 6 months,
over 50% of our loans have been repaid. So,
we invested in another seven projects located in
Cambodia, Uganda, Paraguay, Bolivia and
Tajikstan. That brings S| Thunder Bay to a total
of 15 projects that we are sponsoring.

Examples of the new projects we are funding
include:

The Namuwanga Group: Jane Namuwanga is a
36-year-old lady and the chairperson of
Bisoboka Women’'s Group in Lugazi. She is
married with 6 children as she cares for 2
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children belonging to her late brother. Jane has
a drug shop/clinic that offers over-the-counter
medicine as well as providing delivery services
to her local community. In addition to the clinic,
Jane keeps animals like cows, goats and pigs at
her home and these help her so much in times
of need like paying school fees and home
upkeep. Jane has been able to buy plots of land
for her family and she has started farming on
them. The Saldivar Poty Group: This group
requested a loan to invest in the purchase of
vegetables, purchasing ingredients to prepare
food, buying cosmetics, buying clothes, buying
bijouterie, and buying ingredients for baked
goods. Many of our projects groups are
members of Partners of Save the Children and
Lift Out of Poverty Organizations

In addition to the sponsorships by SI Thunder
Bay, Ernst & Young announced their
commitment with Kiva at the Clinton Global
Initiative, in New York in September. This
partnership will include procedures such as
checking borrower identity, the loan amount and
term of the loan, and the amount of the
investment. Please go to www.kiva.org and see
our micro-loan recipients.

Governor Maxine: As you know, Governor
Maxine is a club member of SI Thunder Bay.
We are so excited to have the Governor here
and anticipate lots of learning from her.

Submitted by
Lee-Ann Nalezyty
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