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I have been very busy since our Spring Conference in Orillia, and have
enjoyed a wonderful Soroptimist summer.   In July, I attended the meetings
of Soroptimist International and witnessed women from all parts of the world
coming together to discuss and make historical changes to our international
mission and vision statements.  With today’s technical changes; namely, the
internet our new members are very informed about us.  No matter which of
our four different federation websites a woman looks at they will learn that
our mission is to improve the lives of women and girls.  I had an opportunity
to hear very dynamic speakers at the International Convention in Glasgow,
Scotland.  As Soroptimists, we are aware of the global problems and are
very generous about supporting them financially, but it is a different story
when you meet women who live in or have visited the troubled areas.

We held the President’s Meeting at Mohawk College in Hamilton.  We had
open discussions with the Region Board and Club Presidents regarding
membership, both recruiting new members and seeing that we fill the needs
of our many great women who are already committed to the Soroptimist programs.
In August, along with Governor-Elect Maxine Tenander, I attended the Governor’s Round Table in
Philadelphia.  This is the first year that pooling fee covered some of the Governor-Elect expenses.  The
Governors of 2006-08 felt it would have been helpful if we had the information provided by Soroptimist
Headquarters before we became Governor; hence they invited the Governor-Elect this year.  Over the
past few years, Soroptimist Headquarters have worked very hard to make us aware of new programs via
telephone conference calls for committee chairs and of course the website information.
In October we had our Fall Region Meeting, in Burlington.  We had a day full of committee reports,
speakers on Identity Theft and chance to see what other clubs are doing in their community.

The Board is busily putting together our 76th Spring Conference, hosted by Soroptimist International of
Stoney Creek/Niagara, May 2-4, 2008 in St Catharines, Ontario.

Yours in Soroptimist Service

Margaret MacRae,
Governor, Eastern Canada Region
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This past summer has been a very exciting and
rewarding Soroptimist experience for me as your
region fundraising chair.

The Executive Director of Day ticket sales was
very successful for Eastern Canada Region. The
region chairs from all 28 regions were busy
selling tickets for this event. At headquarters
they had an incentive for all chairs to sell at least
10% of their membership a ticket. With all your
help I was able to sell 25 tickets and submit
them to headquarters by June 30th.

For any region who sold 10% or over that were
eligible to win a complimentary registration and
lodging at the Soroptimist Professional
Development Seminar in Philadelphia in August.

There were only 3 regions out of 28 that were
eligible for the draw. To my surprise my name
was drawn and I was notified of the wonderful
news on July 5th. Although I had already booked
my flight and paid for the seminar it was a much
welcomed gift with also travelling to Scotland in
July for the international convention in Glasgow.

The winning ticket was drawn for the Executive
Director for a Day at the banquet on the
Saturday evening.  I am proud to announce that
the winning ticket was a member from Eastern
Canada region….our own Dorothy Hutahlo.
Congratulations Dorothy!! As the region chair for
Eastern Canada Region and for Governor
Margaret this was very exciting news to receive
at the banquet.
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I attended the region chair training held on
Thursday, August 23 in Philadelphia. It was a
time to join all the other region chairs to learn,
share ideas and best practices and meet new
friends. I felt the training was a great opportunity
to ask questions, share common problems and
come up with solutions.  Our training was lead
by senior director of development Nancy Fusco.

It was time to find out what really works for other
regions and to share our own successes. There
were 10 other regions represented in our
workshop. Attending this workshop will enhance

my abilities to further the organization’s mission
of improving the lives of women and girls in local
communities and throughout the world.

After lunch we met with our other region chairs,
Program council member Jean, membership
chair Maxine, myself and Governor Margaret.
Governor Margaret facilitated this session.  Each
region team had an opportunity to coordinate
work plans for the coming year. We identified
resources that headquarters could develop to be
of further assistance in meeting the goals of the
Renaissance Campaign.

Clubs can give to Soroptimist International of the
Americas in a variety of ways. By participating in
the club giving programs, your club can
recognize milestones while being certain that
Soroptimist International of the Americas will
continue to fund programs that help women and
girls to live their dreams.
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The Annual Club Campaign recognizes gifts
from clubs that generously support SIA
programs. Club contributions received between
June 1 and May 31 are recognized at the
following levels:

Gold   $1,000.00
Silver   $750.00
Bronze   $500.00

As members of an international organization,
Soroptimist clubs have the responsibility to
support federation programs. The club campaign
is the second largest revenue-generating
program for Soroptimist International of the
Americas.

A contribution of at least $500.00 to the Annual
Club Campaign will allow clubs to fulfill the
annual club campaign requirement in the
fundraising section of the club award form.  I
would like to acknowledge and thank our eight
clubs in our region that supported this very
important project in 2006.

�  SI Cambridge
�  SI Haldimand Norfolk
�  SI Hamilton Burlington
�  SI Humber Credit Valleys Brampton
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�  SI Peterborough
�  SI Stoney Creek Niagara
�  SI Thunder Bay
�  SI Toronto

Last year a total of $4,200.00 was submitted to
headquarters. It is my personal goal for this year
for ALL clubs to participate.

It is my role to educate clubs and members in
our region about the need for these funds to
support SIA programs:

�  Women’s Opportunity Awards
�  Violet Richardson Awards
�  Soroptimist Club grants for Women and

Girls
�  Workplace Campaign to end Domestic

Violence
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An important Soroptimist tradition linked to
Founders Day (October 3rd) is the collection of
Founders Pennies. Each year, every year
Soroptimist is offered the opportunity to make a
voluntary contribution of four pennies for each
year of Soroptimist’s existence.  The amount for
2008 is $3.48 per member.

If every club were to contribute to Founders
Pennies, Soroptimist International of the
Americas would realize $150,000. in funding
dollars annually! Look for this option on the
yearly dues invoices.

Congratulations to Eastern Canada who have
been very generous in always contributing to
founders pennies

I would like to acknowledge all club presidents in
our region and would encourage your continued
support of Founders Pennies
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Another option is for your club to contribute

�  in honour of a club president or honoree of
the Making a Difference for Women award

�  in memory of a cherished club friend
�  to celebrate a club anniversary
�  or to acknowledge your Friendship Link

The individual or her family will receive a gift
card that notes your club’s generosity.
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The Laurel Society is the permanent recognition
program of Soroptimist International of the
Americas that honours dedication to the
organization and its mission.

With a minimum donation of $1,000, you can
join a long prestigious list of Laurel Society
members committed to helping women and girls
live their dreams.

All Laurel Society donors are acknowledged with
a special commemorative pin representing their
membership status. In addition, members
receive exclusive invitations and recognition with
other Laurel Society members at all Soroptimist
International of the Americas functions.
The Laurel Society provides a unique way for
you, your club or region to recognize those who
are dedicated to the ideals of the Soroptimist
organization. What better way to honour an
exceptional Soroptimist member, devoted region
governor or outstanding Making a Difference for
Women award recipient than through Laurel
Society membership?

You can go on line and make contributions on a
monthly basis until you have paid your
membership. I would encourage everyone to
consider joining the Laurel Society.

I would like to recognize our Laurel Society
members in Eastern Canada Region:

�  Past Federation Board Member  Joyce Fee
�  Past Federation Board Member RoseMary

Reid
�  Past Governor Shirley McCoy
�  Governor Margaret MacRae
�  Treasurer Bonnie Domonchuk

As your region chair I would encourage the
members of Eastern Canada region to make SIA

their charity of choice by making a personal
contribution to the Laurel Society.

Submitted by Shirley McCoy,
Fundraising Chair for Eastern Canada Region
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Since July, 2006, Dina Correia and I have worked
together at updating the Region Website.  The
names and pictures of the 2006 - 2008 Board
were added.  Governor Margaret’s Message was
also added.  The e-mails and names of the new
presidents for the even year biennium were also
updated.

Under the direction of Director Jean Skillman, the
Region Website (as a whole) was updated to flow
more with the Renaissance Campaign, i.e.
Programs, Membership, Fundraising and Public
Awareness.

The Women’s Opportunity Award information was
moved to the first page and later revised by
Director Dorothy Huhtalo. During the 2006 - 2007
year, there was a considerably higher number of
hits to this site, especially with regards to the
WOA and VRA information.  Since June, further
revisions have been made to the Women’s
Opportunity Award and Violet Richardson Award
sections of the website to enhance the and clarify
information and how to access it. This has, for the
most part, been due to the increased number of
enquires addressed “Soroptimist International”,
which is a query addressed directly to me from
the website.  Many of these enquiries have been
ladies from Western Canada Region wanting to
know where they apply for either the WOA or
VRA.  Director Dorothy and I are working together
to keep tabs on the number of queries from WCR.

Information about the new club, SI Simcoe
County, was also posted to the website.

I have received approximately 10 enquiries from
women from other countries outside SIA looking
either for a club to join or where they apply for the
WOA.  I have had specific challenges referring
these ladies to SI of Europe due to some glitch
with their e-mail address.

Since July 1, 2007, we have updated the
Quadrennial Project and the President’s Appeal.
We have also updated the presidents for the four
clubs that have new presidents in the odd year
biennium.  We are currently awaiting the
corrected, finalized version of the ECR By-laws to
upload to the site.

Dina remains a faithful webmistress dealing
directly with the clubs as they update their various

club sites with current information, fundraisers,
etc.  She has simplified the club website intake
information form and we both ask that you
continue to keep your websites updated with the
latest information from your club.  There are two
clubs who have not yet set up their club web page
and it is truly a very easy process.  Once the club
activities has been place there, it is only a matter
of an hour or two per year to keep it maintained.
Please feel free to contact Dina at the website
below with your club activities.

http://www.ecsoroptimist.org/clubs/clubpages
.html

It would be great to shoot for 100% club pages for
this coming year.
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Three issues of the Connector were posted to the
website last year.  Many of the clubs submitted
articles/information at least once during that year.
There were two clubs, however, that did not, in
spite of my encouraging members of their clubs at
Spring Conference last year.  I am hoping to have
100% participation over the coming year.

I instigated a new section to the Connector,
“Spotlight on Soroptimist”.  Two ladies were
interviewed last year, Dina Correia and Governor
Elect Maxine.   If feel this is a good way for the
membership to find out about ladies from other
clubs.  Upon mention this to one of the members
in Peterborough, regarding the next Candidate for
this section, I was quite surprised to receive the
interview all done and ready before the end of
August for the November 2007 Connector.  This
was great!

If the Region Board wishes any
changes/revisions, etc. to either the Website or
the Connector, I would welcome your comments
and feedback.

I would like to express my sincere thanks to Dina
for all her help.  I certainly could not do this
without her.  She is absolutely marvellous.  We
are fortunate to have her on our side. Thank you,
Dina.

Respectfully submitted,
Sue Gilbert and Dina Correia

ECR Newsletter Editor and Webmistress
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Joyce Fee is the epitome of local and
international community involvement. Both the
Peterborough area and Soroptimist International
have benefited from her interest in service.

Since joining as a  club member for Soroptimist
International of Peterborough in 1977, Joyce
has chaired and/or served on most committees.
In 1990 – 1992 she was our club president.
Currently, she is the editor of our club newsletter
-- The Soroptimissive. In 2000 she visited three
of our friendship Link Clubs in England.  For the
2001 ECR Spring Conference in Peterborough,
she was registrar and in 2003, she received a
Twenty-Five year pin. The successful
Peterborough Diamond Anniversary celebration
in 2005 showed her to be another effective
committee member. One of her most successful
projects has been for UNICEF where under her
leadership this year alone, almost $25,00.00
was collected in a year of changed format to the
Trick-or-Treat Hallowe’en program.

At the regional level, Joyce has again stepped
forward to assume various roles. In 1988 she
chaired another ECR conference in
Peterborough. Between 1994 through 1998 she
chaired the Recruitment and Retention group
and led workshops at Area meetings and Spring
Conferences. Joyce was instrumental in the
charter for SI Oshawa/Whitby and assisted in
the chartering of SI Stoney Creek-Grimsby (now
known as SI Stoney Creek-Niagara).  She
helped with retention work for the SI Ottawa and
SI Windsor clubs.  Information sharing has also
been made to attempt establishment of clubs in
London, Oakville and Cobourg.

Joyce has attended five annual meetings of the
Soroptimist Foundation of Canada in Winnipeg.
In addition, it is the Soroptimist International of
the Americas Federation that has expanded her
involvement in club activities. The Region Store
at the Toronto SIA Convention was co-chaired
by Joyce. She proudly carried the Canadian flag
at the Phoenix SIA Convention and assisted in
presenting a workshop on Friendship Grants at
the New York SIA Convention. In 1997 she was
appointed New Club organizer and as such
attended workshops in Philadelphia and
Chicago. We were all so pleased for Joyce as
she sat as a Board Member for SIA Federation.
This responsibility allowed her to attend

meetings in Philadelphia, San Diego and Osaka,
Japan.  She has also been present at
Conventions in Toronto, Kyoto, Phoenix,
Cincinnati, New York, Anaheim, San Diego,
Calgary and Philadelphia.

Internationally, Joyce has attended SI
Conventions in Nottingham, Helsinki, and
Sydney and Glasgow this past summer. From
2003 to 2007 she has served as SIA liaison for
Project Five-O which saw her set up displays for
the Calgary and Philadelphia Conventions.  She
has received the 1997 ECR Women of
Distinction Award, been recognized in the 1999
ECR Hall of Fame and in 2005 was SI
Peterborough’s Soroptimist of the Year.  This
past Spring at the Eastern Canada Region’s 75th

Annual Spring Conference, Joyce was
recognized for her 30 years of Service.

Joyce Fee is a well-known Peterborough area
person  For Community Care she has been a
Board Member chairing the Grandparent of the
Year celebration, delivered Meals on Wheels
and served as a committee member of the
Millbrook SSAC.  She has also been a
committee member for Community Living
Peterborough, Access Awareness, Red Hats’
Lovelies, Autism Peterborough, the AD Hoc
Accreditation for Fairhaven and for The Retired
Women Teachers of Ontario providing this group
with their newsletter. She has been past
president of the Ontario Association for
Developmental Education and is now honored
as a life member. Grandmothers Together
Peterborough and the Kawartha Hooks and
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Needles see Joyce’s participation as well as
volunteering for Showplace Peterborough.

As this article proves, Joyce is an involved and
busy person. Well deserved acknowledgement
has been shown by the following awards :
�  Member of the Order of Ontario 2000

�  Ontario Volunteer recognition 2003
�  Queen’s Golden Jubilee Guineas 2003
�  Women of Distinction YWCA 1993

Respectfully and Admiringly Submitted by
Anna-Marie Fournier

Notes from the Editor:

I am proud to support this “Spotlight on Soroptimist”.  I first met Joyce Fee when I first found out about
Soroptimist as a charter member of SI Stoney Creek-Niagara (formerly SI Stoney Creek-Grimsby).  I met
Joyce at my very first Soroptimist Meeting.  When I recite the Soroptimist Pledge, Joyce is one of the
three people I think about as True Soroptimists who have fulfilled all aspects of that pledge, both in
Soroptimist and in her community.  Thank you, Joyce, for all that you do.  You have many admirers.

Sue Gilbert
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Margaret Chambers in the Hall of Fame

At the Fall Regional Meeting, Margaret
Chambers of S. I. Toronto was named to the
Hall of Fame. Margaret has been a valuable
member of Soroptimist since July, 1952; that’s a
total of 55 years. Before that she was in the
Venture Club and now, at the age of 91, is still
active, participating in meetings, events and
conferences. At a recent work day at Street
Haven, a women’s shelter, she brought home
made refreshments and apologized that she no
longer could help with the gardening.

She is a member of the Events and Meetings
Committee and is always volunteering to help
out where she can, including driving other
members to events. At club meetings she is
gracious and welcoming to visitors and makes a
point of seeking out new people and making
them feel comfortable. She has just acquired a
computer so that she can keep in touch and up
to date and she is an active email
correspondent.

Margaret graduated from Victoria College,
University of Toronto, in 1938 in mathematics.
She continues to be active with the Alumni
Association and the Victoria Women’s
Association. During World War II she worked on
selective statistics – essential services during
the war. In 1946 she was hired by the North
American Life Insurance actuarial department
and  later worked for Dominion Securities. Then
she became the first woman employee of Co-
operators Insurance, where she worked from

1948-1977,
eventually
becoming
Assistant
Treasurer.
Margaret was a
woman pioneer
in the
insurance and
investment
fields.

Her financial experience has been invaluable to
Soroptimist. She was a Director of the
Soroptimist Foundation when it was set up.  She
served as Secretary-Treasurer of the
Soroptimist Foundation of Canada from 1972 to
1977. She is also a donor to the Foundation at
the Silver Maple Leaf level. Margaret also used
her expertise on behalf of the Toronto club. She
was one of the three Trustees who in 1968 set
up the Soroptimist Club of Toronto Trust, a
charity recognized by Revenue Canada. We use
the donations from bequests and private donors
to help fund our awards and service projects.

Margaret Chambers is an important member of
the Toronto club and our longest serving
member, possibly the longest serving member in
the Region. She is still performing valuable
service for her club and for her community and
is now in the Soroptimist Hall of Fame.

Marnie Taylor, S.I.Toronto
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BLOOMS AND SWEETS

SI Cambridge’s annual poinsettia and butter tart sale is in full swing.
This year fresh, fragrant balsam fir wreaths and centerpieces have
been added from Nova Scotia. Distribution to our hundreds of
community supporters will begin on December 4, in lots of time for
the Christmas festivities.

COMFORT PACKS – VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN

Our current club project is to
provide “comfort packs” for
women and children who are
victims of sexual assault. The
packs contain a variety of travel size personal care items and new
clothing, as well as teddy bears. Victims often have to leave
behind all their clothing to the police for forensic examination.
After an exhausting and terrifying process we are pleased to show
that women care, in addition to the excellent care from treatment
centre staff

We are raising funds to support the Waterloo Sexual
Assault/Domestic Violence Treatment Centre who will distribute the kits as the women/children leave the
hospital. There are 3 prizes to be won: a print of the Grand River painting by Bob Green, a hand made
quilt by Shirley Boddy and a small wool rug. The tickets, available from any Soroptimist member are one
for $5.00 and 3 for $10.00. The draw is on December 12 and winners will be notified by telephone.

MAKING A DIFFERENCE FOR WOMEN

SI Cambridge is delighted that Marion Logan, our Making a
Difference for Women award winner also won at the Eastern
Canada Region. She was a featured speaker at the Fall Meeting
on October 13.

Marion Logan was recognized for her long-term contribution to
making a difference for women locally and internationally. Her
activities have included:

·  being executive director of the Cambridge YWCA
·  helping to establish the Cambridge “Haven House” shelter

for women
·  participating in a national march in Ottawa against

women’s poverty,
·  working to establish inclusive language for the United

Church of Canada as the Women’s Desk coordinator
·  initiating the Ontario Women’s Conference at the University of Waterloo
·  establishing the of Women’s Concerns magazine and continuing as editor
·  founding the Women to Women choir
·  facilitating inter-racial workshops in South Africa to help women overcome the apartheid tragedies

in their lives
·  teaching in the Focus for Change programs at Conestoga College

Submitted by Alison Sanders
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Our annual appearance at the Simcoe Friendship Festival on the August Civic Holiday
was a huge success this year.

We actually had people remembering us from
last year and looking for our booth and our
famous beef on a bun and corn on the cob.

This year, pork on a bun was added and our
delivery service to the vendors in the park was
expanded and it turned out to be a very
successful and needed service.

We have to thank several of our members’
husbands who helped us over the weekend
especially Gary (Cyndy’s husband) who hustled
for 2 days in the heat to keep up with the many
orders and did a fantastic job. Not a better
salesman found anywhere in Simcoe than Gary
especially selling strawberries.

Through the kind generosity of a local trucking
firm here in Simcoe, we had tons of strawberries
donated which we were able to sell as a profit
which definitely was an added bonus.  S.I.
Haldimand-Norfolk has finally established a
name in the town of Simcoe and will be
remembered by all who visited this event and
known as the club who sold all those
strawberries and had fun doing it.

Thanks to Debbie Banfield, who was the chair
person and several members and their family,
this 3rd time participation at the event was a
great success, and we thank all the hard
workers for there time and dedication.

Submitted by Adele Chafe
Public Awareness Chair, June 2007

Adopt-A-Road
September 15 – 2007

Last Saturday members from S.I. Haldimand-Norfolk went
out for the Program Service for environment.  We clean
along Regional Road #3 close to Simcoe twice a year.  It
was nice weather, and this time two high school students
were helping also for their Community Service grad.  After
the work was done, we went out for lunch. Garbage picking
is not that bad when you have fun.

Respectfully submitted
Hannelore Nyman
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Quetzal Family Homes Honoured Soroptimist Club of Ha ldimand-Norfolk

Since the charter of S.I. Haldimand-Norfolk on
September 2003, the club has been closely
associated with Quetzal Family Homes, the
Second Stage Housing Complex in Simcoe.

Our major project, for which we received $10,000
US Grant from Soroptimist International of the
Americas, was the undertaking of a new
playground to replace the old condemned one. It is
an ongoing project for the club where we look after
and beautify the space every spring/summer.

All that hard work was recognized on June 13,
2007, by the Board of Directors who manages
Quetzal Family Homes.

We were presented with a plaque and praised as a
group for helping them through a transition phase.
At the same time we were informed that the newly
renovated Education room, that faces the new
playground will be renamed as “The Soroptimist
Room” where the women will learn how to prepare
healthy meals and take care of their own health
and the children.

A beautiful print of 2 ft by 3 ft the version of the
plague we received with an engraving, will
decorate the wall in that room.

Adele Chafe, PR Chair, President Cyndy and Past
President Hannelore Nyman where very proud to
receive this recognition for our club and all
members are grateful for the dedication of the
room.

FOURTH ANNUAL DINNER-DANCE

S.I. Haldimand-Norfolk celebrated the Club
Anniversary for the second time with a Dinner-
Dance.  There were 80 guests in attendance
and we had a wonderful time.

The bright Christmas decoration complimented
the great Turkey Dinner with white and red wine.

Local businesses donated great items for the
Loony and Silent Auction.  Between the biddings
and many door-prices where handed out.  We
had lots of fun, dancing to the music from D.J.
Ron McGuigan.

The money raised will enable our club to make a
difference in the lives of women and girls locally
and around the world.  The evening was a great

success
and many
thanks to
ALL who
helped
Chair
Debbie
Banfield.

We are
looking
forward to the next year again.

Respectfully submitted,
Hannelore Nyman
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Sunday October 14, 2007 was a very special day
for the members of SI Guelph.  We celebrated with
our Golden Gathering at the SPRINGFIELD GOLF
& COUNTRY CLUB in Guelph, Ontario. It was a
beautiful event from start to finish. (Yes I am
proudly but humbly biassed!!!)

In attendance, we had a number of special guests
including Eastern Canada Region Governor
Margaret MacRae, Governor Elect Maxine
Tenander and the City of Guelph Mayor Karen
Farbridge.  Eastern Canada Region Board
Members Bonnie Domonchuk, Treasurer, Eileen
Stanbury, Secretary and Dorothy Huhtalo, Director
were also present.  Two of our current members,
Lynette Ng and Sandra Ng travelled from Ottawa
to be with us.  We also had some past members
from many years ago including two past Presidents
Genevieve Ustrzycki and Helen (Bates) Prior, and
former Board member Elizabeth Brant.

The decorations were awesome, the food was
great and the power point presentation of our club
volunteers over the past 50 years brought a whole
mix of emotions and memories!

Governor Margaret presented our club with two of
the SOROPTIMIST AT WORK signs which we will
proudly display at meetings and events. We
received some beautiful gifts from sister clubs
including donations to the Soroptimist Foundation
of Canada and money towards out club
project Michaels House!

On behalf of the club, we thank everyone who
attended our celebration and everyone who sent
us good wishes and thought of us during this time.

We received a number of certificates
congratulating us on 50 years of  community
service including one from the Premiere of the
Province Dalton McGuinty, one from our Mayor
Karen Farbridge and one from our local MPP Liz
Sandals.

As the current President, it was a joy for me to
research through old minutes and talk to long time
members and discover what a strong support
Soroptimist International Guelph has been for our
community throughout the past 50 years. I have
included below just a few initiatives we have
participated in.
�  Through various fundraising initiatives we

provided support to the deaf and hearing
impaired in the community.

�  Purchasing of hearing aids for individuals and
families

�  The first TTY machine installed in the police
station

�  Organized sign language classes in the city
�  Instrumental in having Conestoga College

incorporate sign language as a subject into
their education curriculum

�  Hearing ear dog given to a hearing impaired
family

�  Financial assistance to send a hearing
impaired child to camp

�  1982-2005 the Edith Stephenson Memorial
Award was given to a graduate student at the
E. C. Drury School for the Deaf in Milton.

�  We took on the primary project of Michael
House in 2005. As you are aware, Michael
House is a short-term home in Guelph for

young
women

who
.� �������/��� �/� ���&!�� � ����
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need housing and support during their
pregnancy. We have provided gift bags for the
new mothers, mattress covers for the
mattresses, painted rooms, donated funds for
identified needs and recently provided the
funding for a dishwasher in their new home. In
fact this past week we got together at our
meeting and made up another set of gift bags
for delivery later this week.

�  Like many of our sister clubs we have also, for
years, given the two annual Soroptimist
International awards. The first being the
Women's Opportunity Award (WOA) for female
heads of household who need additional skills,
training and education to enable them to
upgrade their employment status to re-enter
the workforce so they can provide adequately
for themselves and their families. The second
being the Violet Richardson Award (VRA)
honours young women (14-17) whose
volunteer activities make the community and
world a better place.

Through our Soroptimist volunteer members, it is
clear we have made a difference in the lives of
women and girls in our community!

We have finished our Club Action Plan for this year
and are working on adding new initiatives to our
project base. We have recently moved to a new
location as we have out-grown our former
location!! Cool or what!!!!! We will also be seeking
a whole new executive for the 2008-2010 term!!

Lots of exciting things happening at SI Guelph!!

Donna Keating, President
2006-2008, Soroptimist International Guelph
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Victorian Tea

Since the last issue of
the Connector, our club
has been very busy.  We
celebrated our Annual
Victorian Tea again this
year and it was very
successful.  One of our
biggest and profitable
event this summer was
our Victorian Tea held at
the Nash House in
Stoney Creek Battlefield
Park.  This event drew
almost 100 women who
enjoyed delicious home-
made scones with
Devonshire cream and
preserves, sandwiches,
scrumptious desserts
and tea – all served on fine china under tall
shade trees.    The day’s events enabled guests
to chat with their Soroptimist hosts who were
dressed in authentic Victorian costumes.  The
monies raised went towards our education
bursaries.

Roller Derby

We received an excellent opportunity this past
year to earn extra money for the club that did not
take a whole lot of time and effort.
Representatives from the Stoney Creek-Niagara
Soroptimist Club partnered with Hamilton's first
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roller derby league this summer. The
Soroptimists helped by volunteering at the door,
running booths, selling tickets and handing out
brochures at their roller derby games. And to
say thanks, the Hammer City Roller Girls
generously donating one dollar to the
Soroptimist Club for every ticket sold.  Pictured
here, are four Soroptimist members mixing it up
with the Hamilton teams.

Nature Walk

In June, Club members met at the Bayfront Park
for a social night of walking and dining.  It was a
perfect evening for camaraderie and exercise,
dinner was great overlooking the waterfront and
once again a great time was had by all.

Annual Club Barbecue

On August 26 our club held its annual club
barbecue at the home of Pat  (Vice President) &
Paul Copeman.  We had great weather while
enjoying the Copeman’s lovely gardens, playing
bocce ball, eating, drinking and talking with
fellow members and partners.  Three potential
members were also invited.  A great turnout and
lots of  fun had by all.

Comfort Kits – Birthing Kits

On November 23 our club members met at the
home of Pat Copeman for a pot-luck dinner to
assemble our Comfort Kits.  Club members cut,
sewed and stuffed bags containing toiletries,
angel pins, and teddy bears for victims of
domestic and sexual abuse.  Clothing is also
provided when needed.  These bags were then
given to 3 local hospitals.   A very rewarding and
fun evening was had by all.

August Board Meeting

Our Club Board has met every year for the past
6 years at Past President Joan Sturch’s beautiful
cottage in the Kawarthas.  This is an excellent
opportunity for the Board to meet in a five start
setting and organize, discuss, plan and
reorganize our club calendar and the various
events of the upcoming year.  Thank you, Past
President Joan, for your hospitality.

ECR Spring Conference 2008

You may recall that when we were all at Fern
Resort last Spring, nine of our members invited
the Region to attend the 2008 ECR Spring
Conference in St. Catharines.  The Conference
Committee has been meeting over the summer
organizing and arranging the upcoming Spring
Conference.  Please put May 2 – 4, 2008 on
your Calendar and plan to “Come Sale Away”
maybe even to Gilligan’s Island via St.
Catharines!  We look forward to seeing you all
there!

���&������) �����&��1&���������
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Soroptimists of Toronto Celebrate Opening of Street
Haven Garden

On October 3, 2007, members of the Toronto
Club of Soroptimist International along with staff,
residents and guests of Street Haven gathered
together to celebrate the official opening of the
first phase of the new garden at Street Haven, a
shelter and resource centre for women. Songs
were sung, delicious food was served and
speeches were made to mark the occasion.
Marnie Taylor, President of SI Toronto and
Graysanne Bedell, President of the Board of
Directors for Street Haven were also on hand to
unveil the commemorative plaque honouring our
Club for our work in creating this outdoor living
space.

The opening of the garden is the culmination of
over a year’s worth of planning, planting,
painting and fundraising on the part of Toronto
Soroptimists. The Street Haven Garden
Revitalization project was selected among
several worthy projects for funding and hands-
on support from the Toronto Club in early 2006.
The garden’s goal of establishing an outdoor
respite for the female residents that would
inspire meditation, garden therapy and physical
activity spoke to our Club’s desire to impact the
lives of local women in a way that would be
long-lasting and self-sustainable.

In addition to the
almost twenty
thousand dollars that
the Toronto Club
donated to this
project, it was very
important for our Club
to play a significant
role in the physical
formation of the
garden. To that end,
members were
involved in everything from stripping paint from the
fences to moving furniture to cleaning the yard to
painting the fence and picnic tables, and planting
bulbs, shrubs and shade plants. We would also like
to acknowledge the following members for their
efforts and success in securing a Soroptimist club
grant for this project – Marnie Taylor, Sheila
Hambleton and Eileen McKee.

As Soroptimists we are very proud of what we have
accomplished with the Street Haven garden and we
are glad to share this with other Soroptimists in our
Region and beyond.

Side Note:
Our thanks go out to Janet Hall who helped
coordinate the project from the Street Haven side,
Jane Hutton, the landscape architect and Arcadia
who renovated the space and built the deck and
seating areas. Special thanks also to the University
of Toronto students (oUTreach) who helped with
the painting, planting, and cleaning of the yard. As
well, we are very grateful to Soroptimist
International of the Americas for providing us with a
club grant to help furnish the garden.

November 12, 2007
By Susanna Tang
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At the beginning of August, the City of Thunder
Bay held a press conference to welcome a
delegation from our sister city of Gifu, Japan. At
that time, SI Thunder Bay was invited to share in
the conference as we signed a Friendship
Agreement with a Soroptimist member from
Gifu. President Heather had lunch with Ms.
Sobue, and reported that our clubs are very
similar. They talked through a translator.
President Heather said that the emotion they
both felt over their club’s successes and
disappointments was very evident and needed
no interpretation.

Pictured above are: the translator, Ms Sobue,
President Heather, Cindy Figus, Kathy O’Brien
and Governor Elect Maxine Tenander

Fundraising

Our club has been busy fundraising.  We had a
successful ‘Family and Friends” Auction in
October.  Our club has become known as the
best club for “gift baskets”.  We were also busy
selling calendars and gifts from La Montagne. In
November we will be making hundreds of egg
rolls to sell to more friends, family and
supporters of Soroptimsits.  Plans are also
under way for our annual Spring Garden Show.
Our special guest this year will be Mr. Ed
Lawrence.
 
SOLT

Our club executive organized a wonderful night
of SOLT Nov. 5th – (Soroptimist Orientation and
Leadership Training.) It was held at the beautiful
Thunder Bay Art Gallery, on Confederation
College Campus.  More than half of the club

membership attended.  We learned, laughed
and enjoyed dinning on pizza and wine.

SI Thunder Bay inducted three new
members

One SI member Shirley Smith, was awarded by
the club for bringing three new members into the
club during 2006-07.  In addition to this, at the
September meeting three new members were
inducted in SI Thunder Bay.  They have already
taken on many leadership roles. Welcome to our
new members

International Day for the Abolition of
Slavery  December 2, 2007

Plans are underway in our club to participate in
the December 2, International Day for the
Abolition of Slavery.  This day is a United
Nation’s designated day to raise awareness
about modern day slavery, including sexual
trafficking. As Soroptimists we are using this
internationally designated day as an opportunity
to raise awareness that the trafficking of women
and girls for sexual exploitation is flourishing in
small towns and big cities everywhere despite



15

centuries of struggle for international human
rights and freedoms.

SI Thunder Bay has received flyers and
pamphlets from SIA from distribution throughout
the city.  We will also prepare a news release for
our local media.   Soroptimists will be asked to
dress in bright red shirts with black pants or a

black skirt. The red shirt will symbolically
represent the concept of “stop,” while the black
pants or skirt will provide a dramatic visual
contrast to the red shirt.

From all of us here to all of you, we wish you a
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.

�%	��������,$����������%	��������,$����������%	��������,$����������%	��������,$���������

$������	(��	(��	&������$������	(��	(��	&������$������	(��	(��	&������$������	(��	(��	&������

Our club is very pleased to be recognized in the
following areas:

Fall Area Meeting  which we hosted. We are
patting our backs for its organization but more
so for Governor Margaret MacRae, of whom we
are so proud for her professionalism and
cheerful personality. Kudos to Sofia Davey, a
comparatively new member, for acting as MC.,
and the fact that the club won several Awards
also helped our enthusiasm for the event.

Flower Power : Two flower sites adjacent to the
City Halls of Hamilton and Burlington were filled
with glorious flowers all summer. These were
sponsored by the club to enhance the
streetscape of both cities. Hamilton recognized
our contribution through presentation of a plaque
at a special event at Gage Park. Thanks to
Sylvia Thomson for pursuing this.

Millie Panton , club Treasurer, was so surprised
to be the 2007 Club Soroptimist of the Year, and
even more by the recent presentation of a pin
and award from the Soroptimist Foundation of
Canada. All richly deserved for her contributions
to the club.

Faye Stephenson , another long-time member,
loves going to Conferences and Conventions, so
it was no surprise to find her in Glasgow this
summer. In an excellent Report, Faye

acknowleged that, “One has to attend a
Convention to really get the “global feeling of
S.I., and realize how important our projects are
to those less fortunate around the world and
how great the need is.” She was excited to be
the flag bearer for Madagascar at the Peace
Vigil. With everyone wearing a white blouse or
jacket and Peace Doves being released, Faye
stated that it was “an awesome sight” to see
1700 Soroptimists surrounded by all the world
flags at such an impressive ceremony. She was
amused to note that Rosemary Reid was chosen
to shake the “Royal Hand”, that of Princess
Anne who was one of the guest speakers. She
also loved the Glasgow Convention Centre, on
the River Clyde, and the playing of the bagpipes.
Some ancestor must have been Scottish !

In Memoriam

Victoria Budchuk , who transferred her
membership from the Oshawa club to Hamilton
in 1980, died on October 29, 2007 in her 94th

year. She was an active and valued member
until 1990 when her health began to fail. In
particular, she is remembered for her
participation at the club’s annual booksales and
her sharp and quick mind at the cash table. She
will be sadly missed by the longstanding
members of the Hamilton Club.
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What a thrill for me when I was asked to do
participate in submitting our SI Peterborough
chapter events and activities for the Connector.

The Fellowship of Soroptimist’s is legendary and
was felt from the moment I walked into my first
meeting. Our last 2 meetings before the summer
break were fun filled themes one of which was
golfing. The golf theme carried through to
encourage participation in the annual golf
tournament, which culminated in the
presentation of a  $5000.00 cheque to the
Peterborough Regional Health Center (PRHC)
representative Julie Davis at our September
meeting. Also at the September meeting we had
a presentation from RoseMary Reid and Joyce
Fee on the SI Convention 2007.

The October meeting was a special evening for
two of our members; Eleanor Carroll is
celebrating her 50th Anniversary with Soroptimist
International of Peterborough. The celebration
included a surprise limo ride to the meeting lots
of accolades and stories, cake and a special
visit from Governor Margaret. Speeches were
humorous and touching especially when long
time member Mignon Mayneord reminisced
about the past and their long time friendship in
Soroptimists.

At the October meeting we also welcomed Saju
Ramchandani as a new member to Soroptimist
Peterborough. Which turned into a lovely event
for both ladies to remember.

With the change of time now back on EST, a nip
in the air and Halloween out of the way, which,
for Diane Hutchison and Joyce Fee, it means
wrapping pennies from our UNICEF boxes. We
are now gearing up for our annual participation
in the Festival of Trees starting November 20th
– 24th. Gisela Schubert is the committee chair
and this year’s tree theme is mini Teddy Bears.
The Festival is a wonderful way to get
decorating ideas, for the Christmas Season, and
support our local PRHC. It’s a trip worth taking
to Peterborough’s Memorial Centre, to
experience an amazing transformation from
hockey rink to a winter wonderland.

Our Poinsettia Tea and Bazaar is on Saturday
November 24th at our local Lions Center.
Christmas is fast approaching and what better
way to get in the spirit than to go to a Christmas
Tea and bazaar, lots of goodies to snap up for
Christmas and loads of treasures just in time for
wrapping for Christmas.

Respectfully submitted by
Sue Gentle
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We have had a very exciting summer promoting
and building this new club.  On August 10 & 11,
Alison Sanders and Sue Gilbert headed north for
the Potato Festival weekend in Alliston where
the emerging club had a booth.  A “Mother-
Daughter” contest was set up with the pictures
of mothers and daughters of various members.
There was a three-way tie for first place and we
had a draw to pick the winners of the two prizes
that were offered – a certificate for a
professional photograph and a
manicure/pedicure certificate.  We also asked
various members of the community for
suggestions as to how Soroptimist International,
a women’s service club organization, could help
the women and girls of the greater Simcoe
County community.   We set up a “potato” board
on which little potatoes were placed with the
various suggestions.  This was a successful, fun
day.

On Sunday, October 21st, SI Simcoe County
celebrated Making A Difference For Women
Award, held at the new and prestigious “Gibson
Centre”.  There were over 50 people in
attendance, including the local members, the
Mayor of New Tecumseth, members of the
community and Soroptimists from Eastern
Canada Region.  Lynne Hart was chosen for the
Making a Difference for Women Award.  A local
backbone of the Alliston community Lynne has
made a definite positive contribution in the field
of pre and post natal care of mothers, assisting
with deliveries, etc. as a doula.  As an instructor,

she trained many, many doulas in the art of
assisting mothers through the delivery process.
This project was chosen as one that the club
could do prior to chartering and the award
luncheon allowed the club to promote
Soroptimist and hopefully get new members.
This was successful in establishing two new
memberships and generating a lot of interest.

We are getting very close to our 18
memberships and currently stand at twelve
signed, paid members.  We look forward to
Chartering hopefully before the 2008 Spring
Conference.  Stay tuned for more information.

Respectfully submitted
Sue Gilbert

Chartering Committee Secretary
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Soroptimist Foundation of Canada Annual General Meeting
Saturday, October 27, Winnipeg – Well Attended & Productive!

Successful   Productive …this AGM
saw the approval of a new and progressive
Investment Policy; the approval of the formation
of two new Committees: (1) To Prepare SFC
Information Package for Training & Promotion, (2)
To Update SFC History to 2008 (volunteers are
encouraged to make their names known by Dec.
3rd); Club Grants deadline changed; and two of
the Grants for Women winners (pictured) were
guest speakers at our Gala dinner.

Details of this exciting AGM at
www.soroptimistfoundation.ca

          .

SFC CLUB GRANTS

Five $1000.00-Grants are available in Western & Eastern Canada Regions!

SIA Clubs applying must be in good standing and
planning to host a community event of an educational nature

within the next 12 months.
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SI of the Langleys –    Tuning In To Our Teens
SI Kamloops –             "Possibilities" Career Choice for Young Women
SI Banff –                     "Living Our Dream"
SI Cambridge –            "Every Body is a Somebody"
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Soroptimist Foundation of Canada Club Grant  makes
possible 'Every Body is a Somebody' Conference.

A $1000 Grant to Eastern Canada's SI of Cambridge was the seed money
necessary to launch their event titled:

EVERY BODY IS A SOMEBODY
Held Sunday March 4, 2007 1:00-4:00 pm

The Beautiful Women Project was an exhibition of clay sculptures of
volunteers, aged 19 to 91, that was on display in Cambridge for 6
weeks prior to our Conference. These frontal torsos of real women of
all sizes and shapes were designed to challenge the media’s
stereotypical images of beauty.  The Project drew the largest number
of guests to any one exhibit at the gallery.

SI Cambridge's "Every Body is a Somebody" Conferenc e was a
half-day educational and experiential opportunity held at the
Cambridge Centre for the Arts.  70 women and young girls attended
this event, including 21 SI Cambridge  members (67% of our club).

Public awareness was raised about body image issues affecting our
local women and young girls. There was an interview on Rogers TV
daytime show as well as two local newspaper (The Record,
Cambridge Times) articles on the Beautiful Women Project.

Activities:  The Beautiful Women Project artist spoke for ½ an hour
and showed her slide presentation on healthy body image and self
esteem which was well received.

Young women facilitators led the experiential workshop activities.  All
women left with a self-decorated journal and the young girls left with a
self-decorated mirror.

SI Cambridge produced 1000 bookmarks about body image that were
distributed during our event.  The bookmark was such a success that
a second printing is needed!

SI Cambridge has increased community profile as a result of this
event.  We would like to thank the Soroptimist Foundation of Canada
for the $1000 grant which provided seed money for the Conference.
The ‘Every Body is a Somebody’ event was a huge success!

President:  Marilyn Kelly;   Conference Co-Chairs:  Karen Wilson
and Janet Furlong

Community Partners:  YWCA,  City of Cambridge,  Cambridge Centre for the Arts
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Thank you to everyone who has submitted articles to the Connector.

This is your newsletter and we welcome your news.  Is your club doing something
special this year?  Is there a fundraiser you’d like to promote?  Has someone in your
club celebrated a major achievement, either personally or within the community?  Let
us know.

Please forward your articles to:
Sue Gilbert, Connector Editor

34 Hollydene Place
Hamilton, Ontario

L8E 1K8
Phone: (905) 561-5592 (work)

Fax: (905) 561-5562
wpss@quixnet.net


