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Since taking on the duties of your Governor, I have been very busy
over the past few months, beginning in July attending the
Governor’s Round Table.  This gave me the opportunity to share
ideas and concerns with the other Regional Governors.  We
attended three days of meetings, listened to speakers and
received many handouts to help us with our task.  It was my first
opportunity to participate in meeting with several languages being
spoken.  It goes without saying that it was a delight to meet the
other Governors and realize how many other women around the
world share the same mission of improving the lives of women and
girls.

The 39th Biennial Convention in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania was
busy and exciting at the same time.  For four days, we attended
General Business Meetings, Keynote Speakers and Workshops.  We had dinners of friendship,
award winners and recognition.  I returned from Philadelphia with increased knowledge and
friendships.

In August, we hosted our annual President’s Meeting at the Kiwanis Apps Mill Camp just outside
of Paris, Ontario.  There were 22 Presidents, Vice Presidents and ECR Board members who
gathered to exchange ideas, concerns and receive knowledge and materials to help them through
the coming year.

In September, our Region Fall Meeting was hosted by the SI Haldimand-Norfolk in Simcoe.  The
morning started off with technical problems, but we managed to work through them and enjoyed a
great day with presentations from one of our Soroptimist Foundation of Canada Eastern winners,
Nadia Stokvis, our Keynote Speaker Dr. Heidi Kussmann-Armstrong and our Jane Hoffman
winner, Kerry Jarvi, President of SI Dundas, Ancaster and Flamborough.  Thank you to the
members of SI Haldimand-Norfolk for all their work, gifts and great food.  Thank you to all the
clubs that participate in the Soroptimist Mall.

October was also a busy month: on the 18th, I attended the 25th Anniversary of the SI Cambridge
– a fun filled evening of memories; on the 27th and 28th, I attended the Soroptimist Foundation of
Canada Annual General Meeting in Winnipeg.  I strongly encourage members to attend an AGM;
this is our Canadian Foundation, as it is important that the members understand how our money
is handled.  We had the chance to hear from one of the Western SFC winners: Catherine Wilcox.

November 11th found me back in Simcoe for a dinner/dance held by the SI Haldimand-Norfolk
Club.  A delicious turkey dinner was followed by a dance and chances to win raffle prizes or silent
auction gifts.  On November 15th, I attended the SI Dundas Ancaster & Flamborough “Annual
Christmas Auction”.  This was a great night of excitement, as we tried desperately to get the
perfect number that would win us the prize.
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Since taking office, I have made several trips to Alliston, Ontario, which is a part of New
Tecumseth area.  We have held information nights, and we have a small core of ladies who have
held two board and general meetings.  Things are happening!  Alison Sanders, Sue Gilbert and
myself have pledged that we will have visiting Soroptimists at every meeting for at least the first
year to support the new club.  If you would be interested in being one of these visitors please
notify Alison, Sue or myself.  Please note there will be a more detailed report on this growth later
on in this issue.

The Presidents have received nominations forms for the Soroptimist Foundation of Canada and
applications for the Jane Hoffman Grant (available on the website).  I sincerely hope that
members will apply for these positions; it is important to the organisation and rewarding to women
who participate.

The Board is hard at work completing the details on the “Call to Conference” for the Spring
Conference that will be hosted by Soroptimist of Toronto and held at Fern Resort.  I look forward
to seeing as many of you as possible attending.

As December approaches, I wish each and every member Season’s Greetings and a Very Happy
New Year.

Respectfully submitted by
Margaret MacRae

Governor, Eastern Canada Region
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My name is Nel Cheeseman and I became a member of SI Stoney
Creek-Niagara in January of this year.

The Fall meeting hosted by SI Haldimand-Norfolk was my first time
attending this meeting.  I found this a wonderful update to what I
learned at the Spring Conference only on a more informal scale
and overall, the day was quite excellent.  The room was very nicely
decorated with a Fall/Oktoberfest theme.  Due to some technical
troubles, we got off on a bit of a rough start, however, I was
impressed that Governor Margaret was flexible enough to be able
to smoothly run through other parts of the agenda so that the whole
morning was not used idly waiting for

sound.

As a new Soroptimist, there is
always something to learn.  I
found out more about the

Soroptimist Foundation of Canada.  It is unbelievable, the amount of
money this grant has provided women in the world. I learned that
they are very close to reaching the one million-dollar mark.  The
Foundation Recipient was Nadia Stokvis, who is an excellent
speaker with a very impressive education and selection of career.
She never realized she would win the $7,500 grant and how much
it would assist her with her educational costs.  She was very proud
to be a part of the Canadian Soroptimist International.

Past Governor Shirley is the Eastern Canada Region Chair for
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Fundraising, and she presented an excellent speech with a chance to win a Laurel Society
membership.  This contest was a great idea and it gave everyone an opportunity to win the

membership

Eastern Canada Region received a 100% participation for the
Women’s Opportunity Award.  This made me very proud to be a
part of this Region.

The Soroptimist Marketplace was very interesting.  There was a
wide assortment of items to buy demonstrating a lot of creativity.

One area that I now have a better
understanding of is Founders
Pennies.  I never really
understood the process or what
it meant.  I also learned more
about Soroptimist International

and its relationship to SIA and the other regions.  There was also
an excellent outline/summary provided on Federation mandate,
organizational chart and visual goal.

Dr. Heidi Kussmann-Armstrong was
the guest speaker.  Everyone was
quite interested in her speech about
wellness and health.  Her presentation
was humourous and informative.

President Kerry Jarvis from SI Dundas/Ancaster/Flamborough was
the winner of the Hoffman Leadership Award.  Her
presentation was outstanding and I just “love the enthusiasm”

In summary, this was a very good day in which I learned a lot
and met some great ladies.  I highly recommend Attendance
to the Fall meeting next year.

Respectfully submitted,
Nel Cheeseman

First Time Attendee
SI Stoney Creek-Niagara
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Philadelphia, July 19 th through 22 nd, 2006

This was my first Soroptimist Convention as well, and like Catalina, the opportunity to attend a
convention so close to home was too great to pass up.

Unlike Catalina, I did not really set any personal goals for the Convention, other than to learn
about the clubs in other countries, their program ideas and successes and to meet Soroptimist
from around the federation.

For me, it was a bit overwhelming.  The Convention
was huge, about 1300 attendees and just over 500
voting delegates! The convention hall itself was very
impressive with 20-foot tall video display screens set
up at the front of the room.  No matter where you
were seated, you could see the speakers. And the
speakers were worth listening to!

Whenever I listen to the challenges that face the
women who are nominated for the Women’s
Opportunity Award, I am amazed at the strength,
perseverance and faith that these women exhibit.  One of the
$10,000 award winners spoke to the delegates at the Women’s Opportunity Award Luncheon.
Tera LaRay Roberts is an example of these remarkable women. Tera was a stay at home Mom.
She was raising eight children when her husband of 17 years left her, in a house under
construction, with no money and no means of supporting her family and winter approaching.  But
Tera was not about to be defeated.  She became very “handy”, and finished much of the
construction herself.  She returned to college and finished her education. She became a vocal
advocate for women’s rights and spoke before a congressional hearing to explain the needs of
women abandoned by their spouses and for legislation to protect women.

Remarkably, Tera did not seem bitter, resigned or defeated by the challenges she faced. Rather
she seemed excited about the road ahead and confident in her ability to make a difference in her
life and the lives of her children.  As Tera expressed her gratitude to Soroptimist, she said the
award from SIA was not a handout , but a hand up for her and her family.

I found the voting on the resolutions particularly
interesting.  The increase in membership fees was
hotly debated and emotions were high among the
attendees as they discussed the impact the
increase would have on clubs from the central and
south Americas.  Many Soroptimist, even those
from American Clubs felt that the fees were high
enough!

Another thing that impressed me about the debate
was how strictly controlled it was.  Delegates could
speak, but their time was limited and they were cut
off if they ran long. Any proposed amendments to
the motions had to be prepared in advance.  There

is no such thing as an amendment from the floor . . . to be
accepted, it must be in writing, and submitted as it is read.  The resolutions are amended
immediately on the computer and displayed of the screens at the front, as amended.

��
�	���!�
	��
����	��

#���
�
���	�6�	�����



5

The Convention organizers did a great job moving
everyone to the various sessions, ensuring that meals
happened on time and keeping everyone on track!  Each
day a newsletter was handed to you as you entered the
convention hall, recapping the events of the sessions the
day before.  Talk about organized!

The sessions were very interesting as well, and although
I really wanted to “play hooky” and do some sight seeing,
I felt I would miss something vital if I did!  That is the sign
of a great conference.

Oh and one final highlight of the trip had to be our border crossing at
Gananoque. For a few very tense minutes, while the border guard frisked, handcuffed and

arrested another driver, I thought perhaps we would
not make it to Philadelphia!  And after a ten-minute
lecture about the horrors of gun shot wounds, I
learned that some American border guards can be
very touchy about drivers who don’t stop “behind the
line”!

So another important lesson… don’t smile, don’t’
look like you are enjoying yourself…answer only
“yes” or “no”, and whatever you do, don’t take fruit
across the border…very serious!

Submitted by Dianne Nielsen,
SIA Peterborough
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The Latest News

The call for nominations has just been sent
out to all the Presidents of Canadian
Soroptimist Clubs.  Deadline for nominations
for 2 Directors from ECR and 1 Director from
WCR is January 31, 2007.  Please submit
your nominations for these positions of your
Foundation.

The latest issue of the Cornerstone is on the
Soroptimist Foundation of Canada web-site
http://www.soroptimistfoundation.ca

2006 is coming to a close.  Treasurer
Dianne Hutchison shall gratefully receive

your personal donations to your Foundation.
The donation form is on the website.  All
monies received are placed in the
Endowment Fund, and the grants and
expenses are paid for by the interest
received from these monies.

A successful Annual General Meeting was
held in Winnipeg on October 28, 2006.  In
attendance: ECR Gov. Margaret MacRae,
and WCR Gov. Elect Angela Bunting; 12
voting delegates from SI Clubs in Canada;
10 Proxy Votes were carried; 6 Soroptimists
from Clubs in Canada also attended; and all
5 Board Members.
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Highlights from the meeting:

• All in attendance received a presentation by TD Waterhouse representatives, Bill
Willms and Brenda Antonyshyn, who manage our portfolio.  The presentation
and discussion was where we are and where we may generate more revenue.

• Result was a Financial Strategy Committee was formed and they will review the
Investment Policy and the Letters Patent and look at the feasibility of revising the
current investment strategy to increase revenue.  The report will be ready for a
vote before the next AGM in October 2007.

• Committee Members who have consented to be on this committee are: WCR
Governor Patti Dolan, SI Calgary, Donna Rediger SI Calgary, Janet Simms-
Baldwin SI Cambridge, Julaine Palmer SI Peterborough, and SFC Treasurer
Dianne Hutchison.

• SFC Grants for Clubs has been approved after a 4year probationary period.  The
Grants will be given to clubs for an educational forum, workshop, etc. for the
benefit of women and girls in your communities.  The maximum amount is 5
$1000.00 grants per fiscal year.  Application for the grant is on the SFC website.

• Reports from SI North & West Vancouver, SI of The Langleys, and SI of
Haldimand/Norfolk were received on their Mother/Daughter Forums, and a
Women’s Day, held within the fiscal year.

• Star Certificates and Maple Leaf Pins were presented at the wind-up dinner on
Saturday evening.

• Catherine Wilcox, Masters Program at UBC and a Grant Winner, was the Guest
Speaker.  Catherine spoke about her studies and work with street people and the
sex-trade workers in Vancouver’s Eastside.  She works with a group called
Women’s Information and Safe House, or WISH.

• Catherine’s travel and accommodation was donated by a Corporate Donor,
Edgemont Village Jeweller, of North Vancouver BC, and their generosity is
appreciated by all the Soroptimists of Canada.

Overall the AGM held in October was a very positive experience.  The hotel offered good service,
close to a mall for shopping, and there is a spa, pool, gym in the hotel, and numerous restaurants
in the area.

Shall we see you at the next AGM at the Clarion Hotel in Winnipeg?  October 27, 2007?

From your SFC Board we wish you a Happy Holiday Season and Best Wishes for 2007.

Respectfully Submitted
by Flo Grant, Chair

Soroptimist Foundation of Canada
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HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO US …
SI Cambridge is 25 Years Young

In October, SI Cambridge
celebrated 25 years of
Soroptimism. Chartered in June
1981, SI Cambridge is proud to

have 5 Charter Members in our club.  Iris
Mitten, Anne O’Keefe, Corinne Rivers, Sue
Rivers and Jean Skillman remain very active
as SI Cambridge Soroptimist. Our
Anniversary celebration included a lot of
food, fun and friends. Guests included
Governor Margaret and fellow Soroptimist
from several other ECR region clubs
including SI Guelph our sponsor club 25
years ago.

Jean Skillman created a wonderful Power
Point presentation of our history and Sue
Sturdy and Ann Van Norman had us rolling
in the aisle with their comical remembrances
of our challenges and successes over the
years.  Special thanks to Alice Reynolds the
Anniversary Chair for providing such a
memorable 25th Celebration.

STRAWBERRY SOCIAL

Strawberries, whipped
cream, door prizes
shopping … what more
could a group of women
ask for on a beautiful June
evening? The Strawberry Social is SI
Cambridge’s newest fundraiser. Held at Ann
Van Norman’s home, the proceeds of the
fundraiser go to support the Small Steps to
Success program. The Small Steps to
Success program offers women the skills
and support needed to assist them with re-
entry to either the educational system or the
work force.

HIGH SCHOOL AWARDS

SI Cambridge members
proudly presented the
Soroptimist Young Woman
Award at our seven local high
schools at their
Commencement Exercises. A

cheque, certificate and yellow rose was
presented to each of the deserving
recipients.

POINSETTIA AND BUTTER TARTS

Some things never
change …with SI
Cambridge that would be
the sale of Poinsettia and
Butter Tarts. Members
are eagerly awaiting the
delivery of our beautiful Poinsettia and
delicious Butter Tarts for delivery or pick-up
on December 2nd.

MEDIA CELEBRITIES

SI Cambridge is hard at work developing a
partnership with the media to promote
Soroptimists in the Cambridge, Kitchener
and Waterloo region. President Marilyn Kelly
and Vice-President Karen Wilson were
interviewed by Susan Cook-Sheerer on a
local TV “Daytime” show with Rogers TV.
President, Marilyn Kelly was featured on
KICX 106 FM, promoting applications for
WOA and VRA.
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BEAUTIFUL WOMEN PROJECT

SI Cambridge is looking
forward to partnering with
the City of Cambridge and
the Cambridge YWCA on
the Beautiful Women Project
coming to Cambridge this
spring.

The Beautiful Women Project, an exhibition
of clay sculptures of volunteers from age 19
to 91 by artist Cheryl-Ann Webster is
“designed to raise awareness of the link
between self-worth and self-identity and
society’s attitude toward physical
appearance.”

We promise to keep you informed of the
dates of the exhibition here in Cambridge
and encourage you to support any of the
exhibitions when they are held in your area.
For more information on the Beautiful
Women Project go to
www.bwp.websterwood.com

INTERNATIONAL DAY FOR
ELIMINATION OF VIOLENCE
AGAINST WOMEN

In order to increase the awareness of how
domestic violence impacts of the lives of
women locally and internationally, SI
Cambridge, in conjunction with the
Cambridge YWCA will be providing Café
Femenino coffee at a local church on
November 25th.  Club members will design a
display to outline the issues of domestic

violence, explain the Café Femenino Project
and how purchasing this fair trade coffee will
benefit women in Peru. Order sheets for
coffee will be available and proceeds will go
to support the Beautiful Women Project to
be held in March.

Women in the rural areas of Peru are said to
be at a 70% risk of sexual assault. They
have few resources, no support network,
limited education and no control over the
household income. Café Femenino has
changed that for the women in Peru. The
mission of the Café Fememino Foundation
is: “to improve the lives of women and
children in coffee producing communities
throughout the world.” Café Femenino is a
coffee farmed solely by women. The women
participate in all coffee growing activities
from working the land to harvesting and
drying the coffee. Café Femenino has vastly
improved the lives of women in Peru and the
incidence of family violence has significantly
decreased.

For more information on this foundation go
to www.cafefemeninofoundation.org
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“I am excited to announce that Soroptimist
International Guelph has revitalized their
club and is looking forward enthusiastically
to the year ahead.  We have some
wonderful plans, including the celebration of
our 50th Anniversary in 2007”, says Club
President Donna Keating.  “We are also
trying a couple of new fundraising activities
and will report back in the next Connector
on how successful they were.  Of significant
importance for us,” stated President Donna,
“is our contribution towards Michael House,
a short-term home in Guelph for young
women who need housing and support
during their pregnancy.  Soroptimist
International Guelph provides gift bags
containing toiletries and special gifts,
funding for mattresses, hands on help in
room decoration, and other identified needs.
Just last week, we delivered some new
mattress covers.  The Michael House

presently has a ‘Capital Campaign’ initiative
to locate a new larger facility and we hope to
play a significant role in that.”

We also are going to increase our Public
Awareness, including better use of the
media, updating our web-site information,
and other forms of communication.  We
serve a very important role in our community
and need to ensure the community knows.
This step, along with new and revitalized
fundraising opportunities, refreshed
programs will hopefully increase our
membership. We know that women would
be proud to be part of the Soroptimist
International Guelph.

Donna Keating
President

Soroptimist International Guelph
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Hello Everyone:

I write you this note by way of belated
follow-up from the year we hosted Spring
Conference in 2004.

During the planning process of Spring
Conference in April 2004, one of the projects
we had to do was get transportation to
Famous Peoples Players for dinner and
show.  I contacted Laidlaw Transportation
and we hired two of their buses for the
evening.  Afterwards, I wrote a letter to
Laidlaw complimenting them on their clean,
neat buses and the lovely lady drivers who
were assigned to us.  I had given them
brochures on Soroptimists and also they had
our letterhead on confirming letters.

This July, I received a letter from Matthew
Pressey, Operations Manager for Laidlaw
Transportation, asking for our approval for
them to use this letter from a satisfied
customer point of view for publication over
the internet for commercial purposes. Of
course, I gave them approval and signed the
necessary waiver.

The letter I sent will be submitted to their
corporate offices for possible use.  I sent
them our web site and requested that they
contact us when this occurs.

Regards Marion McGiffin
Past President,

SI Humber Credit Valleys-Brampton
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SI Haldimand-Norfolk

Cancer Relay of Hope in Simcoe
June 2, 2006

Nine members of S.I. Haldimand-Norfolk
participated in the first time organized Cancer
Relay walk of Hope in Simcoe.  Captain
Adele Chafe was the leader of the Sassy
Soroptimist Sisters , dressed in silk pyjamas
and feather bows. Adele had everything well
organized for our group including a tent, and
party clappers, Soroptimist colours blue and
yellow.  The official start was at 7:00 p.m.
and during the 12 hours ahead there was
always a group of our members walking. We
were very well looked after with hamburgers
and pizza delivery to the tent at midnight,
followed by a warm breakfast at 4:00 am.
One thousand candles were lit for cancer
survivors, patients and in memory of those
who have past away.

All night we enjoyed entertaining from Rock
to Western and karaoke and had lots of fun.
Sleeping was not on the top of our list that

night.  Our group raised $1,500 and a total of
$83,000 was raised for the Cancer Research
Centre.

Last Club Meeting, June 6, 2006

At our last meeting this season we donated
$375 for the Girls Power Camp, which
enables 1 girl of Grade 8 to attend a 3 day
camp to increase her self-esteem,
confidence and a positive attitude before she
will attend High school.

A cheque for $500 was donated to the Look
Good Feel Better Program  of the Cancer
Support and Resource Service in Simcoe.
This is the seed money from our club to help
start this Service in Simcoe. Two members
from our club are also Board members of the
new Service organization and we will work
together on fundraising.

S.I. Haldimand-Norfolk received a donation
of $310 from the local CAR STAR towards
this program.

Students from Fanshawe College donated
$200 towards our club’s service programs
and Linda Nother presented the cheque.

Thank you al for your generosity.

Respectfully submitted
Hannelore Nyman
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The Peterborough Soroptimist Club held its
first meeting of the 2006 - 2007 season at
the Peterborough Golf and Country Club the
first week in September.  The meeting was
an exciting one as members regrouped after
the summer hiatus. It was an opportunity to
catch up on the events of the summer and
begin planning for club activities for this fall.

Two members presented reports of the 39th
Biennial Convention for Soroptimist of the
Americas.  Eight club members traveled to
Philadelphia for five days in July, to meet
with fellow Soroptimists (about 1,300 were in
attendance) from as far away as Japan,
Columbia, Scotland and the Philippines.  It
was an excellent opportunity to learn a little
more about the culture and club activities in
other countries.

Club fundraising efforts also resulted in
donations being made to two organizations
at the September meeting.  Julie Davis from
the Hospital Foundation received a cheque
from the Soroptimist “Golf for Health”
tournament in June.  Val Choffe, tournament
committee chair person presented the
cheque for $6000 to the Peterborough
Regional Hospital building fund to help in the
purchase of diagnostic equipment.  Club
member Esther Might, a retired employee of
the Bank of Montreal, received a grant for
$2,000 for her volunteer efforts at Cameron
House. Bill McNabb, Executive Director for
Cameron House and Brock Mission
gratefully received the donation.

The annual Grocery Draw proceeds were
also donated to Cameron House with $2,600
going to help fund much needed programs
at the shelter.  The 2006 grocery draw
winners were, Grand Prize $500 grocery
card – Joe Hartnett; 2nd prize $300 grocery
card – Mike Jansen; 3rd prize $200 grocery
card – Nancy Kimball

Soroptimist would like to thank all that
participated in both these events!

The Club also received word over the
summer, that its donations to Women for
Women International  will sponsor two
women in Afghanistan and one in Rwanda.
Club member donations and letters provide
financial and emotional support to women
and their families that have been affected by
the wars in those countries.

Soroptimist International is the largest
service organization for women with clubs in
124 countries and approximately 100,000
members.  Soroptimists work to improve the
lives of women and girls, in local
communities and throughout the world.  The
name Soroptimist was coined from the Latin
“soror” meaning sister, and “optima”
meaning best. Soroptimist is perhaps best
interpreted as "the best for women".

New members are always welcome. For
further information on club activities or
membership email us at:
sipeterboroinfo@canada.com

Or check our web site at
http://www.ecsoroptimist.org/
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Extra-extra . . . read all about it!!!

As the leaves were beginning to change
colour and begin falling, SI Hamilton-
Burlington quickly began to prepare for their
semi-annual book sale run in joint
partnership with The Hamilton Public
Library  – the event was held from
September 24th through to September 30th.
Once again the event was a success!  Long
time Soroptimist member Helen Otrosina,
celebrating 27 years of service, took the
project lead and put in several long hours
behind the scenes to plan this fall’s event
and ensured to get members actively
involved.  Hamilton’s local cable 14
television crew came out and through an
interview, Helen was able to share with the
viewers the wonderful success stories the
Hamilton-Burlington group has brought to
the community and the main focus/objective
of Soroptimist.  The semi-annual book sale
is one of our major fundraising events and is
also held each spring.  This year several of
the leftover books were donated to a local
school program for elementary schools
which will be distributed throughout the
community to those schools who do not
have funding available to purchase new
books.

Summer has come and gone and, as we
prepare for the next several months of cold,
frosty temperatures, the Hamilton-Burlington
group gets ready to roll up their sleeves and

delve into dishes and clean-up duties in
efforts to help out with the “Out of the Cold
Program”,  which runs from November
through to March.  SI Hamilton-Burlington
has been a strong supporter of the citywide
program and each Monday (2) members for
the group volunteer their time towards this
worthy initiative in the community.

Faye Stephenson attended the SFC
meeting  recently held in Winnipeg and
brought back lots of information and pictures
to help keep us all up to date with SFC. She
enjoyed the special guest speakers and
advised that anyone who can, should attend
the AGM to learn more about Soroptimist in
Canada.  As you know several awards are
presented there and most recently President
Nancy accepted the Silver Star Award.
Along with her, Sylvia Thomson, who is a
member of 10 years, received the Red
Maple Leaf award.

SI Hamilton-Burlington will be hosting the
“Fall Meeting”  which is scheduled to take
place on October 12 – 13, 2007  – a small
sub-committee has been formed in
preparation of hosting the event and has
tentatively reserved the Travel Lodge in
Burlington off the QEW.  We hope to see
many longtime and new members at next
year’s event!!

Submitted by Sofia Davey
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The Charter
Committee for
SI New
Tecumseth is
very pleased to
announce that
much progress
is being made
with this club.

Since the
inception of
forming this
club in the
Summer of

2005, Chair Alison Sanders has been the
driving force and motivation behind the
Chartering Committee.  She has invested
hours and hours of time contacting women
from the New Tecumseth area by e-mail,
snail mail and telephone.  From these
endeavours, we now have an excellent core
group of women who are motivated to
charter a club and have already begun
choosing projects.

Laura Orr has kindly accepted the position
of President. She has already been a very
active member of this growing club,

organizing meetings and food, and opening
her home for the Christmas Party. Another
member opened her home in the past for
meetings and for our summer barbecue. It
was at this Barbecue we held the new club’s
first fundraiser and raised $160.00!  Also in
August, we sought the commitment from a
small core group to form a board.

In September, we had a booth at the “Image
By Design” Women’s Day held at the Gibson
Centre in Alliston where we sought the
interest of 10 new contacts.  In October, we
met for the first time with a formal Board and
Business meeting.  November we were very
excited to have ECR Director Jean Skillman
come and speak to the group about
Programs to help them organize a program
to work on.

We have set the goal to Charter this new
club in April 2007 and would greatly
appreciate receiving any new contact names
of friends or family you may have in the area
who would be interested in joining us.

Respectfully submitted,
Chartering Committee Secretary

Sue Gilbert
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