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I have just returned from our 75th Annual Spring Conference.  Thank you to
Soroptimist International of Toronto.  The rooms, food and peaceful
surroundings were a perfect venue for meetings and fellowship.  Thank you
to the membership for supporting the programs; you are reason for the
success at both club level and conference.

 Our wonderful Keynote speaker, Karen Foster, thought that I reminded her
of a “Marshmallow”.  Many of our members were tall, proud, had beautiful
hair and had made good choices in their wardrobe, but not me, I was a
“Little Marshmallow”.  She asked us to embrace ourselves and to be proud
of the fact that we are not the same as the person sitting next to us.  Our
we better than that person – NO – Our organization functions because we
have women that bring different ideas, strengths and abilities to the table,
which helps us with the one common mission; that being to Improve the

lives of women and girls in our local community and throughout the world.

The more I thought about it the more I realized that

 I am a “Marshmallow“

I will admit to being a little square
I can be soft and sweet
But if I get heated about a project or problem
I will stick to it or you until it is completed or corrected
And like a marshmallow it will be almost impossible for me
to crack and fall apart.

I hope you have also returned from conference full of the energy needed
to continue with our mission.   Remember my theme BEST – Build and
extend Soroptimist To-day.  Extend it both by recruiting new members
and by letting your community know Who we are! --and -- What we do!  Go ahead reveal the secret, that
we are The Best of Women, doing the Best for Women.

 I will be seeing you very soon at the President’s Leadership Weekend, August 10 & 11 to be held at
Mohawk College.

Yours in Soroptimist Service
Margaret MacRae,

Governor, Eastern Canada Region
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Eastern Canada Regions’ 75 th Annual Spring Conference May 4 – 6, 2007 – Fern Re sort, Orillia

The Spring Conference was hosted by SI
Toronto and was held at the Fern Resort and
Conference Centre, north of Orillia.

There were 98 members in attendance for the
weekend. The weather was pleasant and sunny.
Many comments were made at the conference,
and later about the resort in general, as well as
the  meeting rooms, hotel rooms, food and  all
over facilities.

Our guests were Hyunsook Lee {Korea} who is a
Director on the SIA Board and Kamali Brooks
from SIA headquarters.

The program was well received and the keynote
speaker was Karen Foster whose talk was titled
“Women of Influence”.

Fundraising was a bottle auction on the Friday
night.  The monies raised will be covering the
registration fee to “first time attendees”, as well
as both the Canadian and SIA Foundations.
The auction brought in over $2,700.00.
Hyunsook Lee gave ECR a digital camera.
Tickets were sold for the camera and $620.00
was raised.

On Sunday morning, a well attended and
received interfaith service was held outside by
the lakes edge.  Later that morning were the

presentations of the  ECR Violet Richardson
Award to Emily Cordeaux and the Women’s
Opportunity Award to Alexa Gilmour.  Both
winning candidates were submitted by S.I.
Toronto and gave interesting speeches to the
membership.

At lunch on Sunday, the Region Awards were
presented.

SI Toronto is pleased that so many members
attended the 75th Eastern Canada Region
Spring Conference and that everyone enjoyed
the meeting and the surroundings.

Report on Conference

I am a new member of Soroptimist in Stoney Creek-Niagara and this was my first Eastern Conference. 
Fern Resort was a great choice of venue with its calming waters, verdant surroundings, delicious food,
and efficient staff.

I was impressed with the social consciousness of our
Soroptimist members who want the best for "women and
girls".  They were Sharp, Smart, and Successful and I
was proud to be counted as one of them.  Their charity,
optimism, and enthusiasm was electric.

We all went back to our homes invigorated and re-
charged, ready to make our world a better place for
women and girls to live, thrive, and be successful.

Dian Kuzyk
SI Stoney Creek-Niagara
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What do the following acronyms stand for

1. S. O. L. T. ____________________________________________________________________

2. V. R. A. ______________________________________________________________________

3. W. O. A. ______________________________________________________________________

4. E. C. R. ______________________________________________________________________

5. S. I. A. _______________________________________________________________________

6. S. F. C. _______________________________________________________________________

Fill in the blanks:

7. There are ________ Federations.   They are called:

8. _________________________________________________________________

9. _________________________________________________________________

10. _________________________________________________________________

11. _________________________________________________________________

12. S.I.A. Headquarters is in what city _____________________________________

13 Annual Meetings of the S.F.C. are held in what city ________________________

14 _________________________________________________ is E. C. R. Governor

15. The first Soroptimist Club was started in what city _________________________

16. Soroptimist started in what year _____________________

17. Name an ECR  member who is on the Federation Board:

_______________________________________________________

18 S.I.A. is an  NGO (non governmental organization) member at the:

______________________________________________

19. There are ___________clubs in E. C. R.

20. Our Website is ____________________________________________________

ANSWERS ON PAGE 13

Submitted by Dorothy Smith,
S. O. L. T. Chair

Eastern Canada Region
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As part of the continuing series, I was very pleased present this Issue’s “Spotlight on Soroptimist”.
Governor Elect Maxine Tenander.  I was happy to learn when she agree to do this and had originally
intended to spend some time with her at Conference.  Typically, however, our time was so busy that there
didn’t seem to be a spare half-hour to sit down and visit.  Thank heaven’s for e-mail!  Here is what I
learned about our next Governor ....

Governor Elect Maxine tells me that she was approached by two members of SI Thunder Bay who asked
is she would like to join a club of business and professional women who were committed to helping other
women less fortunate change their lives.  These ladies were very sincere and after two more lunches with
them, she decided that it was something she could help with.

At the club level, Governor Elect Maxine has held the following positions (some more than once):
President, President-elect, Ways and Means Chair, Service Committee Chair; Garden Seminar
Committee Co-chair; Program Chair and SOLT chair.  She enjoys working with people so the area she
most likes being involved in are Projects that show results of our volunteerism, both hands on and
fundraising. Where else do you get to work with women of all ages and backgrounds for a common
outcome?  On the Region Board, as Governor Elect, Maxine is also the Chair of Membership for the
Region.

Governor Elect Maxine tells me that S.I. Thunder Bay is in very good shape.  They have newer members
that are keen to get involved.  Their club has increased its distribution of Women’s Opportunity Award
applications and, therefore, has been gradually increasing the number of applicants which is good. Their
funding project of the Hospital and the Sexual Abuse/Domestic Violence will be at the $25,000, and the
club will have a room named after it at our Regional Hospital.  What a wonderful feather in their cap!!

Typically, membership is an ongoing challenge with SI Thunder Bay, as it is across the Region.

When she becomes Governor, Governor Elect Maxine wants to work in two areas.  She states, “It is very
important to retain the members we get as well as to get new members, so I will be looking into ways to
help with this. We also need to diversify throughout North America.  We need to change the mind-set of
our members so we can stop being perceived as ‘white anglo-Saxons’ and be seen as an organization
that welcomes women of all races and backgrounds.”

On a personal note, Governor Elect Maxine is employed as a Pharmacist. She also tells me that
professionally, she is a Past-President of the Ontario College of Pharmacists.  She was not only the first
female to hold this office, but she was also the youngest person to hold that office of President for this
organization.  She has been a practising pharmacists for 37 years.

Governor Elect Maxine is married to Martti and has no children. She was born in Ottawa and, at 6 weeks
of age, took her first plane ride to Winnipeg. My father was in the Army so I have lived in many different
places. She was married in 1972 and moved to Thunder Bay, and regards this as her home.

When I travelled to Thunder Bay in 2005 to meet the Federation Winner for the Violet Richardson Award,
I had a wonderful opportunity to get to know Governor Elect Maxine and the members of her club much
better.  It is a warm and friendly community and they are a very active club.  I’m not sure if or when
Thunder Bay will be holding Spring Conference again, but I sure hope it’s soon.  We all had so much fun
in 2002 when they last hosted Spring Conference.  I look forward to attending that Conference.  Thank
you so much, Maxine, for agreeing to be interviewed.  I know that you will be a dynamic Governor.

This interview is printed with the permission of the interviewee.

Respectfully submitted,
Sue Gilbert

Connector Editor
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The 2006/2007 Soroptimist year has been a
busy one for our club in terms of fundraising.
Last June 3rd , we held a garage sale at the
home of Marion McGiffin and we raised  almost
$600.00.  We had expected it to be more, except
“we were rained out” by lunchtime.  Our fun and

camaraderie were not dampened by the
weather.

The next and really big fundraiser was the Fall
Loonie Auction held in October; the second one
we’ve hosted.  This  succeeded beyond our
wildest dreams!  We raised $3,400.00, enabling
our club to improve the quality of our program
work.

A popular evening of euchre in March brought
the usual group of men and women together for
an evening of fun, food and small prizes for
everyone.

Our first attempt at a
fashion show wearing
Zack’s Fashions was lots
fun.  Held recently on
April 13th, this event
brought our club
$840.00.   Several of our
members modeled the
fashions.

Saturday of Service
became a post-mother’s
day event at Armagh, the
second stage
housing facility that
we support.  We
served a lasagna
supper to residents:
9 women and 10 children.  It was a new and
wonderful experience for us and the mom’s were
very appreciative.

Respectfully submitted by
Sheila Northover

President 2006 – 2008
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S.I. Haldimand-Norfolk hosted a Mother's Day
Fashion Show at the Lighthouse Theatre in Port
Dover.  Several of our own members modelled
for the first time wearing clothes from casual,
evening wear to beach wear from several stores
in Simcoe and one store in Port Dover.  During
intermission, punch and sweets were served
and a local band of high school students
entertained the audience.  There were two raffle
draws of a spa package and car treatment that
were generously donated by a couple of local
merchants. There were also about 10 vendors
who displayed their services and products in the
lobby of the theatre and donated some of the

door prizes which were given away. On the way
out, each women was given a rose in honour of
Mother's Day.  This was the first event co-
sponsored with the
Cancer Support and
Resource Centre
and it was a great
way to raise some
money and
awareness of the
programs our club
supports.

Submitted by
Adele Chafe
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If we were a rock ‘n’ roll band
We’d travel all over the land

We’d play and we’d sing
And wear spangly things

If we were a rock ‘n’ roll band

BUT ...

We are a service club
A volunteer women’s hub

So we travelled to Cedarwood
Served Tea, coffee, and sugary goodies

Talked and giggled
Chartered and mingled

Among one another
Recalled old stories

Wend down Memory Lane
Vowed we’d be back

Continue the fellowship
And make everlasting friendship

Sandy the Energizer Bunny
Hopped from table to table

With her basket of goodies
“Pens, Paper, Scottish Mints anyone?”

Moi, on the other hand,
Laughed and giggled

Gesturing and entertaining
Facial expressions as usual

Hannelore as you all know
By her leadership skills
Amused one another

By her bubbly laughter

And there following Sandy
Was her Pal Linda
Quietly in a corner

Chatting about her good old days
At the Hagersville Co-op

So since we’re not
A rock ‘n’ roll band

We’ll stick to community service
Serving our fellow man
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Since the last Connector SI Guelph has had
mega activity!!! The best news has to be our
awards from the Spring Eastern Canada
Conference!!! SI GUELPH WON THE ROSE
BOWL!!!!!! YEEHAW!!!!!! We aren’t bragging…
we just haven’t won it since the 70’s. �

The Rose Bowl is presented to the Club in
Eastern Canada in recognition of Recruiting the
highest percentage of members between April
2006 and March 31, 2007. Governor Margaret
presented it. It was ironic that Bonnie, our club
board member, announced us as the winner...
she must have had a hard time keeping that
secret!!! Past President Georgina and member
Flora joined me in accepting the award on behalf
of the club!!!! The bowl was full of beautiful
roses... YELLOW ROSES!!!!

SI Guelph also won the Retention AWARD for
Eastern Canada!!! It’s really important how these
two awards go together: to induct new members
and keep all your present members.

Governor Margaret also presented SI Guelph
with a certificate in honour of our 50th
Anniversary!!! YIPPEE!!!

We received three individual recognitions:  Past
President Georgina received her COOL ribbon
for Soroptimist of the Year and Member Flora
and I received a ribbon each for recruiting a new
member (Flora for Shauna and  myself for
Marlene)!!!!!

On April 28th, SI Guelph club members got
together to do a Soroptimist Day of Service. It
was a lot of work but our "Soroptimists" helped
to put covers on almost 300 chairs including
bands around the chairs, and we put together
over 200 balloons!! I won't say how many we
popped!!! We volunteered till 1 in the
afternoon. It was fun but our fingers were
numb in the end from making knots and
putting string on the balloons!! This activity
was accomplished to support a Gala to raise
funds for the Guelph Hospice Wellington.
Special thanks to club Vice President Sherree
for coordinating this activity.

At our April meeting, Governor Margaret was a
special guest as we held our Awards and
Recognition night. We heard from our Violet
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Richardson winner and our WOA winner. Both
were well deserved. Club member Sharron
presented Michael House with a gift certificate
for $1000.00, which members raised. A special
treat of the night was the induction of new
member Natalie!! What an awesome night!!!

At our monthly club meeting in May we had
some special treats to celebrate the actual

month of our 50th anniversary!! The next
Connector we will have all the details!!

Tonight, the 14th of May, members from the SI
Cambridge will be joining us for a fun night at
the Grand River Raceway in Elora, Ontario. We
get to name a race after the club!!

Submitted by:
Donna Keating, President SI Guelph
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SI Peterborough celebrated their award winners
at their March meeting. The Violet Richardson
winner was Kaitland Ridenour from Manilla who
works twice a week with a severely handicapped
women at one of the Community Living
Residences in Lindsay. Kaitland is a student at
St. Thomas Aquinas Secondary School where
she is the leader of “Ontario Students Against
Impaired Driving and youth representative for
MADD for the City of Kawartha Lakes.

The Women’s Opportunity Award was presented
to Hilary Bodin who is a single parent of “two
great kids”. She is presently working on her
Human Services degree from Athabasca
University. Hilary has worked hard to get her life
back on track and hopes to get a job as a
counsellor when she graduates.

The Trent Women Studies Award winner was
Ana Radha Verma. Her professors felt that her
extensive research in areas related to Feminist
Critical Thought made her a deserving recipient
of this award. Anu is also involved in extra-
curricular activities at Trent.

This year will also be the inaugural presentation
of an award at Fleming College. We will give a
cash award to a graduating student in the
Physiotherapist Assistant program at their
ceremonies in June.

Our club has also been involved in providing
funds for a grade 8 student to attend a weekend
at Queen’s to hopefully give her a better
understanding of what university might be like.

The annual grocery draw for Cameron House –
a shelter for homeless women and their children
was held on May 11th. Over the last 12 years the
club has raised over $25,000. and this year we
sold all tickets and raised $3300! We had a
productive Saturday of Service at the house this
year providing a thorough cleaning of the kitchen

and living room. As well we provided some new
beds for the bedroom that we sponsor.

At the end of May, we’ll be a part of the Gilmour
St. yard sale, an annual event that sees many
households in the area take part in a massive
sale of a huge variety of items.
The Spring Conference at Fern Resort was
attended by 18 of our members. We were proud
to honour Dianne Hutchison as our Soroptimist
of the Year and to recognize Joyce Fee for 30
years as a member and Betty Verner for 21
years.

Our club was also a runner-up in one of the
Celebrating Success awards for our Girl child
project in Kenya. We’re very proud of the
submission made by Past President Mary-Lynn
whose daughter was a volunteer at the
orphanage where this project to supply sanitary
products was funded.

                                         Respectfully submitted
Marney Horton
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I am pleased to report the ladies
for the Hamilton / Burlington club
have been extremely busy since
our last issue and have actively
been involved with community
events.

Two of our newest members Sofia
Davey and Patricia  Northey  had
an opportunity to help out on the
telephones during the live
recording of the 15th Annual
McMaster Children’s Hospital
Celebration.  The 2007 Celebration
was a great success raising over
$5,000,000 in support of McMaster
Children’s Hospital – both Sofia
and Patty were provided TV
coverage while operating the
telephone call-ins and while
interviewed had an opportunity to tell
viewers the wonderful benefits of
Soroptomist International.

2007 marks the 125th year that The Salvation Army
has been giving hope to many men, women and
their families through several services provided
throughout Canada.  As the largest non-
governmental provider of social service in Canada
today, The Salvation Army serves in over 400
communities across the country and at one time
was the early provider of shelter and service to
women in crisis and served alongside the
Canadian Armed Forces during the Great War and
World War II.  On May 2nd club members Sylvia
Thomson, Marion Cavasin, Faye Stephenson,
Helen Otrosina, Deb Polkinghorne and
President Nancy Ellison  attended a luncheon in
honour of the anniversary at Liuna Station in
Hamilton.  Fund raising incentives included “a
loony a day for the month of May”.  During our
monthly meeting several members helped support
the theme and graciously made contributions.

This year’s award presentation by the “Awards and
Publicity” committee was once again a great
success – although several applications were
received, it was a difficult decision.  The recipients
are as follows:
Mahrukh, Mahrukh , a former physician in
Pakistan, won the Women’s Opportunity Award,
while Krystle Botermans  won the Violet
Richardson Award.  Making a Difference for

Women Award was presented to Carol Wiggins ,
executive director of Phoenix Place.

In support of the many wonderful organizations in
the Hamilton-Burlington community the club has
donated monies towards the following:

�  Wellwood Resource Centre of Hamilton –
commitment to enhancing the quality of life
for people affected by cancer.  Donation of
$1,000 in memory of former club member
Eileen Burris.

�  In efforts to support environmental issues
within Hamilton and Burlington, the club
donated over $700 towards flower beds
within high traffic locations throughout the
city.

�  For the third year in a row, our group had
the privilege of sponsoring 3 Hamilton
inner-city kids in the Saturday program
whereby children ages five to eleven get
on a “City Kidz” bus and attend a Saturday
program where they have a chance to
experience a powerful life-changing
message of “hope”.  Through one-on-one
role modelling and practical, dynamic
teaching the group has effectively
empowered children to “do what’s right
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and follow their dreams.  A donation of
$1,000 was provided.

�  The Hamilton Public Library Summer
Reading Club for children, teens and their
families is preparing for the upcoming
summer program and now for the third
year, SI Hamilton-Burlington has made
their 3rd instalment of $1,000 to help kids in
the community continue with their reading
during the summer months while taking
home a few fun prizes along the way.

In closing the women from the Hamilton-Burlington
club would like to thank Governor Margaret
MacRae and those who planned the 75th Region
Conference “Girls Getaway Weekend”.  This year
our club received an SIA Gold Award , along with
Millie Panton who received the Club Soroptomist
of the Year-2007 Award .

Submitted by Sofia Davey
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Our club had a good response for both the Women’s Opportunity Award and the Violet Richardson
Award.  Our Women’s Opportunity Award winner was Kristin Foley of St. Catharines, and our Violet
Richardson Award was Lauren Wallace of Hamilton.  Lauren’s volunteer organization of choice was
Freedom Dance Studio – Self Esteem Program.

Our St. Patrick’s Day Fundraiser was a wonderful
success not only in profits but also in fun.  Cable 14
visited and interviewed our President Kathie Grosul,
which was subsequently aired several times.

We inducted new member Dian Kuzyk in April and had
two interested guests visit our general meeting.

We are one month away from our annual Victorian Tea,
which will be held  June 16th .  The tickets have all been
sold.

Nine of our members attended the Conference at Fern
Resort, where President Kathie proudly received the
Governor’s Award from Governor Margaret.

Respectfully submitted,
Margaret Scott

Media Chair
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For the past 2½ years, Alison Sanders,
Governor Margaret MacRae and Sue Gilbert
have been working towards chartering a new
Soroptimist club in the Alliston/New Tecumseth
area.

Numerous cold call letters were sent out,
orientation meetings were held, people were
approached at a community fashion show, some
people signed up to be members, an Executive
was formed and a brochure was developed. And
“Making a Difference for Women” Award  was
chosen as the first project.

Through the good auspices of one charter
member, Andrea, we were invited to participate
in a “Woman to Woman” Rogers TV show in
Collingwood.  On Friday March 9 the 3 of us
appeared on the show with the hostess and 2
members from the proposed club.

We have the one hour program on DVD. A copy
was sent to Headquarters in Philadelphia via
Khamli Brooks who attended Conference in
May.

Through some challenges, we were not doing
well ~~ people changed their mind about joining,
there was illness of members and their families
and of course busy schedules.

We had 6 interested people – 3 keeners and 3
less active.

But then we held a club meeting on Tuesday
April 24 and WE TURNED A CORNER.

We are delighted to report that we now feel that
the CLUB WILL BE CHARTERED!!

What are the signs?

1. The core attendance that evening were
Alison and Sue, plus 3 members from the
new club.  Then FOUR newcomers arrived,
all friends of our committed members.  Who
had done the recruiting? Not us.  It was the
members who were bringing in the new
contacts.  The newcomers were enthused,
excited and jumped into the discussion with
innovative ideas.

2. They decided to change the name of the
club  so we will be welcoming SI OF
SIMCOE COUNTY a huge widening of the
club boundaries.

3. (Thank you SI Haldimand Norfolk for not
calling yourselves SI of Simcoe!)

4. The club brochure was updated within 24
hours of the meeting to reflect the new name
because one newcomer, Isabelle, was
preparing goodie bags for the Home Show
on Thursday (2 days after our meeting) and
wanted 200 brochures.

5. We had 16 people on our most recent
Prospective Members list. Three came to
our meeting with one bringing a friend.
Laura, our President (who you met at the
Fall Meeting) added 9 more names to this
list and has pledged to work to get these
people out for future meetings.

6. The second Tuesday of the month has been
picked as the usual meeting date and they
have set these dates until November.

7. The first project for the emerging club will be
the Making a Difference for Women award.

a) A charter member, Fiona, and a
newcomer had great fun swapping names
of media outlets and people to contact  for
finding nominees for the award.

b) Marie, one of our charter members, has
already put an inspirational piece in the
Green Briar Town Crier that she edits. It
has a circulation in the thousands.

c) One of our charter members, Andrea, is
Marketing Manager of The Gibson Centre
a wonderful building that is nearly
renovated.  She has offered the centre for
our event to celebrate the award winner,
hopefully in late October of this year.

They plan to invite the Hon. Helena Guergis the
local federal Member of Parliament who believes
in women’s issues.

And when we have the Making a Difference for
Women award event, probably a dinner, we ask
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that every club send at least 4 members each to
support the new club spiritually, emotionally and
financially.

We now move on to chartering.  You can see
why we are relieved, excited and exhilarated.
Your continued support has been wonderful.

We particularly want to thank:
ECR Treasurer Bonnie Domonchuk
Joyce Fee
Jane Hewitt
Past Governor Shirley McCoy
Past Governor Hannelore Nyman
Alice Reynolds and
ECR Director Jean Skillman

Special thanks to SI Cambridge Club and the
ECR Board who have all stood behind Alison.

We need your prayers and continued support to
bring this to fruition

We are not there yet – but WE WILL PREVAIL!!

The above report is revised from the
presentation at ECR Conference at the
beginning of May by Alison Sanders, Governor
Margaret and myself.  We are very pleased with
the progress of this club.  We have regular
meetings set through to November, with the
exception of the July meeting.  Please stay
tuned for ongoing news with regards to the
Charter.

Respectfully submitted
by Sue Gilbert

SI Simcoe County New Charter Committee
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1 Soroptimist Orientation & Leadership Training
2 Violet Richardson Award
3 Women’s Opportunity Award
4. Eastern Canada Region
5. Soroptimist International of the Americas
6 Soroptimist Foundation of Canada
7. 4
8. Soroptimist International of Great Britain & Ireland (SIGBI)
9. Soroptimist International of Europe (SIE)
10. Soroptimist International of South West Pacific (SIWSP)
11. Soroptimist International of the Americas
12. Philadelphia, Pa.
13. Winnipeg
14. Margaret MacRae
15. Oakland, California
16. 1921
17. RoseMary Reid
18. United Nations
19. 10
20. www.soroptimist.org  or www.ecsoroptimist.org
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It is my pleasure to present this report as I bring
you greetings on behalf of the SFC Board.

For the benefit of those of you who are attending
Conference for the first time, here is a little
background for you. The Soroptimist Foundation of
Canada was established in 1958 to provide
bursaries, scholarships, and grants to students in
universities and colleges. Did you know that the
first directors were elected and the first 5 were
men? Yes, we have come a long way!

The Soroptimist Foundation of Canada received
their charter on June 28, 1963, and this was the
result of a special committee. The Canadian
Soroptimists on the committee were Chair Lily E.
Quanberg, Barbara Calef, and Brig. Frances E.
Wagner.  The first Annual General Meeting was
held on September 14, 1963.  This year, SFC, as
you know it today is 44 years young.

There have been a number of Soroptimists in
Eastern Canada Region who have served on the
SFC Board. The late Gladys Neale worked
tirelessly for SFC, as did Margaret Chambers and
Dr. Ann Robinson-Camp during their years on the
Board. These ladies made major financial
contributions to our Endowment Fund. Also, former
Board Members in more recent years are, past
chair, Dr. Jean Skillman, Hannelore Nyman,
Marilyn Fenwick and Maxine Tenander.  If I have
missed other former board members, my
apologies, your work was very much appreciated,
and we thank you.

Currently, Alison Sanders and myself are your
representatives. Alison will finish her term as
Eastern Canada Grants Manager on June 30. She
has also worked very hard as the editor of the
Cornerstone during her time on the board, and I
thank her for all her dedication to the Foundation.

Also completing their terms on June 30 are our
Chair Flo Grant of S.I. White Rock, our Secretary

Margaret Wootton of S.I. Courtenay.  Jean
Violette, of S.I. North and West Vancouver,
is the Grants Manager for Western Canada
who like myself has one year remaining on
her term.

This year, we welcome 3 new ladies to the
board and 2 of these come from the east and
are both members of S.I. Cambridge. We are

happy to welcome Corinne Rivers and Janet
Simms-Baldwin to the SFC Board. Would Corinne
and Janet please stand? Also joining us this year
is Shirley Sanderson of S.I. Kamloops.
You too, could be on this board, as a
representative from ECR. Next year, my term
expires and there will be an election for one more
director from Eastern Canada Region. If
approached to let your name stand, give this some
thought, it is a very interesting and rewarding four
years.

At the last AGM in Winnipeg in October 2006, a
committee was struck to review the SFC
Investment Policy. As you know, all of your funds
received, are invested in an Endowment Fund and
are looked after by TD Waterhouse Private Trust.
The investments are government bonds, crown
corporations bonds etc and are all considered low
risk.  Those who “volunteered” (a word I personally
question) were WCR Governor Patti Dolan, who is
a Certified Financial Planner, Donna Rediger, both
of S.I. Calgary Janet Simms-Baldwin S.I.
Cambridge, who did a wonderful job as our chair,
Julaine Palmer, who kept us on track legally, and
myself, as treasurer. We are both of S.I.
Peterborough, though Julaine lives in New
Brunswick, but visits with us in the summer and
keeps up on things via the Internet.

The committee reviewed and worked from before
Christmas to early April of this year, when the
report was completed and turned over to the
current board. Chair Flo sends her sincere thanks
to those who worked on this document. It was
rather difficult doing it all by e-mail, and Janet did a
wonderful job with the help of Patti Dolan, pulling it
all together and making an official document out of
a lot of e-mails. At the end, we did have a
conference call when we could actually hear voices
instead of reading on line. The draft will be
forwarded to your club for discussion. The report
will be finalized, maybe with some amendments

����������	�
�����
�
����

��
� �	����������������	������
��������� �����
�� ���
�� �
 ����
�����
���� ��� ���� 
��
��� ������������ � ��
�� 	��� ��� �� �
�
��
���� �����
�� �������  � ���� ��� ��������
���� � !
��
�� �� �� ����
��� ��
�� ������"� ���� �������
��� ���
�"� ������ #����"� ������
�	��� ��������� ���� �������������� � $�� ��
���� ��� ���
���������"������
�������
�����������������������


���#
�����"�����������%�
���



15

that you put forth, by a vote at the Annual General
Meeting on Oct 27 in Winnipeg. Please ensure that

your delegate is informed, and votes or according
to your clubs wishes.

%����	0��	%�	4���������+6%����	0��	%�	4���������+6%����	0��	%�	4���������+6%����	0��	%�	4���������+6

As of April 1, 2007, the balance in our Endowment Fund was $962,662.00. We have been talking about
reaching the one Million dollar mark for many years, and in October 2004, we needed to raise
$121,087.00. As of April 1 2007 that number was $37,338.00 to reach that first million. The Balance in the
General account is at $38,963.00

As of April 1 the total number of donations received was 129 and the total donations YTD are $44,938.86.

ECR Club Donations $3,197.00
ECR Personal Donations $5,907.10
ECR Total $9,104.10

WCR Club Donations $6,925.00
(5,000.00 of this from S.I. Edmonton through the AB Gaming Comm.)

WCR Personal Donations $28,939.76
(25,000.00 Estate of Gladys Wilson)

WCR Total Donations $35,864.76

Thank you to members, clubs and friends who have donated and have kept your Endowment Fund in
Growth Mode

Over all, WCR is much lower with donations to SFC with 18 clubs and more members, as compared to
ECR with our 10 clubs and less members. Remember your donation is tax deductible. Check our website
for a donor card and other information about SFC Our website is www.soroptimistfoundation.ca .

Also, Did you know that the capital gains tax has been eliminated for donations of marketable securities
to charity?

Grants For Women

Grants For Women winners for this year will be announced around the end of May. Two women who are
enrolled in Graduate Studies in the West, as well as 2 women in Eastern Canada will each receive a
grant of $7,500.00 from SFC. These young women are enrolled in studies that will be used to improve the
lives of women and girls in Canada. Last June, I had the privilege of presenting the cheques to the 2
ladies from Eastern Canada at S.I. Toronto’s meeting. What a wonderful experience that was! Those
cheques made such a difference in the lives of both Nadia and Mawahib and they were so thrilled.

Ninety one applications were received for this years competition with 58 of those coming from the east
and were judged by Anne Groulx, Yvonne Kaine and Margot McCurry all from S.I. Cambridge. We thank
these ladies very much for their hard work. There were also 3 judges from S.I. of North and West
Vancouver to judge the 33 applications from the west and now, 3 outside judges are busy determining the
final 4 winners from the top 10 from both east and west. A sincere thank you to all of the judges for their
interest and hard work.

Club Grants :

Since October of 2006, four clubs have received Club Grants of $1,000.00 each for events for Women
and/or girls. S.I of the Langleys sponsored a Tuning Into our Teens Conference. SI of Banff Nt’l. Park and
SI of Kamloops held similar conferences. All 3 partnered with other groups in their community and the
local school district to host these events. SI of Cambridge received their grant to host The Beautiful
Woman Project, which they partnered with the YWCA. A total of $4,000.00 of the budgeted $5,000.00 for
Soroptimist Educational projects in Canada has been given out this year.
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I hope everyone here received their SFC Clip,
Card and Brochure in their goodie bag. It is a
reminder that your Foundation is alive and well in
Canada, and that we need your continued support.

A couple of weeks ago, I contacted Governor
Margaret to see if there was anyway that she could
switch our time slot on the agenda from Sunday
morning to today. My reason being that I had a
surprise that I wanted to share with all of the
Conference body and Sunday morning is not
always the best attended session of Spring
Conference.

I still have not told Governor Margaret or anyone
else in this room what that surprise is, so hold onto
your hats:

Approximately 2 weeks ago The Soroptimist
Foundation of Canada received from an
anonymous donor, in Eastern Canada Region, a
large donation in the form of stocks in the amount
of $50,000.00 to put us over the One Million Dollar
mark. On the day of receipt the total in our
Endowment Fund reached the sum of
$1,009,117.56.

Is there anyone here besides me who wants to
stand up and cheer? We are so grateful to our un-
named donor who requested that this news be
kept quite until today. Chair Flo will be making a
similar announcement in Saskatoon about 2 hours
from now so You heard it first!

Now our next challenge is to work towards the
second million, so do not toss those Mission for a
Million cards or start to think that SFC no longer
needs your support. The more we have, the more
grants we can give, both to clubs and deserving
women in continuing their university studies, so
keep those donations coming so we can create
more projects to help women and girls.

Finally, I would ask Alison to come up and help me
by presenting Maple Leaf Pins to ladies who have
earned their silver maple leaf pin for reaching the
$1,000.00 mark.

Sue Gilbert of SI Stoney Creek Niagara and Sandy
Gray of Dundas/Ancaster/Flamborough were
presented with their Silver Maple Leaf pins and
Dianne Zamonelli of SI Toronto was presented with
her Red Maple Leaf pin.

���	����	�����	%������

In Eastern Canada In Western Canada

Tionda Cain, who is studying at Dalhousie
University, Halifax, Nova Scotia, in a program
leading to a Master of Social Work Degree. She
expects to complete her program in October of
2008.

Omi Hodwitz, who is studying at Simon Fraser
University, Burnaby, British Columbia, in a program
leading to a Master of Arts in Criminology Degree.
She expects to complete her program in May of
2008.

Shannon Cushing, who is studying at Wilfred
Laurier University, Waterloo, Ontario, in a program
leading to a Master of Arts in Community
Psychology Degree. She expects to complete her
program in the fall of 2008.

Colette Mrazek, who is studying at The University
of British Columbia, Vancouver, British Columbia,
in a program leading to a Masters of Education in
Counselling Psychology Degree. She expects to
complete her program in May of 2008.

More about these women and their studies and aspirations coming to our web site soon.
http://www.soroptimistfoundation.ca
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Flo Grant was born in 1939, the oldest of three girls. She lived most of her
life in the Surrey/White Rock area of B.C. where she completed her
schooling and graduated from nursing school. She spent several years as a
mobile Northern Alberta Nurse where she and her colleagues did some
serious partying while ministering to the unwell in rural communities, no
doubt leaving a trail of broken hearts behind.

In the sixties Flo joined the Department of National Revenue, Customs and
Excise as an Inspector, not as clerical staff and was one of the first women
to break into the world of law enforcement on an equal footing with men.
This was trailblazing at its best since the long male tradition (the Collector reminded me that St. Matthew
was a customs agent) did not welcome her into their brotherhood with open arms. She was thrown to the
wolves that were mainly WW11 veterans

given civil service jobs when they were mustered out of the forces. Flo had considerable physical stature
and the ability to appear quite formidable, not to mention that she was intelligent, conscientious, hard
working and dedicated so she soon had the “good old boys” firmly put in place. Flo certainly paved the
way for other women to enter this field, mentored many of us, threw us a lifeline or gave us a hefty leg up.
She had many different positions  within Customs and finally retired in 2005, after 33 year of service.

Trained as a nurse, this seems to have been her true calling as she was always a caretaker. In addition to
all her Customs “children”, her nieces and nephews, her many friends and their families, Flo was primary
caregiver for her invalid mother with whom she lived for many years until her mother's death in the late
1980's. She then sold the family home and bought herself the first of two beautiful condominiums and was
able to travel, something she thoroughly enjoyed.

Flo was a 12 year breast cancer survivor and although a very private person, she would, after a glass of
wine or two, wittily share her experiences with treatment and her prosthesis.

She was a volunteer all her life at work, at church in the Catholic Womens' League, the Cancer Society to
name a few, but her greatest involvement as a volunteer was with Soroptimist International as a member
of SI White Rock. Joining in 1991, she held several offices, and was President in 1995-97. In 2000-02,
she served as Region Secretary for Western Canada, and was then elected to the Soroptimist
Foundation of Canada in 2003. She began her four-year term as Chair, a position she held until her death
in May 2007, just six weeks from the end of her term. Flo was passionate about the Foundation and the
continuing effort to reach the magic One Million dollar endowment plateau.  She took delight in presenting
individual and club awards to donors to the Foundation as it crept to the much-desired goal.  Then at the
end a generous bequest from a Western region member followed by an anonymous donation from a
member in the Eastern region, broke the barrier and the goal was achieved. Flo was so delighted to make
the announcement at the Western Canada Region Spring Conference this May. She was really happy
that a second signature project, namely SFC Grants for Clubs was established. During her term, the
Investment Strategy Committee was born, and ratification of their report is expected at the Board
meeting, followed by presentation to Member Clubs, at the next AGM.

Western Canada has lost a wonderful Soroptimist, but we will remember her with fondness and pride in
her accomplishments.

Submitted by : Carell Wingrave, Julia Van Ochten, and Victoria Wilhelmson.
And kindly used with permission by WCR Action Line
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Our national endowment fund providing annual
Bursaries and Grants for women, Soroptimist
Foundation Canada (SFC), tops the million-
dollar mark!  A bequest of $25,000.00 in
December of last year brought the fund within
$45,000.00 of the one million dollar mark.  Then,
at our recent Western and Eastern Canada
Conventions, a $50,000.00 anonymous donation
was simultaneously announced.  Soroptimists
were on their feet, hooraying with glee.

Gladys Wilson, late of Edmonton, made the
$25,000 bequest.  She was a woman ahead of
her time.    Born in 1917, she was financier of a
lumber company, a philanthropist, and an
activist with the Soroptimist club in Edmonton.
We accept the generous bequest from Gladys,
in life a former Director of Soroptimist
Foundation Canada.

On the heels of Gladys' bequest came the
anonymous donation of $50,000.00.  This puts
Soroptimist Foundation Canada over the million-
dollar mark.

The Foundation, built
primarily by member
donation, awards four
$7,500 Canadian bursaries annually.
Recipients, two in the East and two in the West,
are women in the postgraduate study of a field
that will benefit women.  Five $1,000 grants are
also awarded annually to Soroptimist Clubs
hosting community events that benefit women
and/or girls.

Please encourage bursary applicants from your
area.  Clubs are also encouraged to apply for a
$1000.00 Grant to assist in hosting a women's
event in their community.

Application information available on the website
www.soroptimistfoundation.ca

Club and individual donations are also gratefully
accepted at that same site.

For further information contact Shirley Sanderson, Western Canada Director elect,
Soroptimist Foundation Canada

250-828-2185 (h); 250-851-0632 (w); or sandersonshirley@hotmail.com

Thank you to everyone who has submitted articles to the Connecto.

This is your newsletter and we welcome your news.  Is your club doing something
special this year?  Is there a fundraiser you’d like to promote?  Has someone in your
club celebrated a major achievement, either personally or within the community?  Let
us know.

Please forward your articles to:
Sue Gilbert, Connector Editor

34 Hollydene Place
Hamilton, Ontario

L8E 1K8
Phone: (905) 561-5592 (work)

Fax: (905) 561-5562
wpss@quixnet.net


