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EASTERN CANADA REGION
78th Regional Spring Conference

May 14, 15, 16, 2010
Peterborough, Ontario
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Soroptimist of Peterborough have had a busy November
and December.  We held a very successful  Poinsettia
Tea and Bazaar in November which was well attended.
There were tables of handmade items, baking,  books,
jewellery and new to you treasures. The tea room was a
favourite spot for our visitors and they were treated to a
wonderful  lunch  of  sandwiches  and  yummy desserts.
The  poinsettias  and  mixed plants  were  beautiful  and
sold well. 

Pictured:  Soroptimist  Helen  Hartnett  getting  some
baked goods ready for the sale. 

The health committee had partnered with The Elizabeth
Fry Society this year and as part of our commitment to
this  group  we  made  Christmas  stockings  for  their
clients. Six Soroptimist gathered at one of the member’s homes to make the stockings and then they filled
them with toiletries and items provided by members. The stockings were presented to the Elizabeth Fry clients
at their Christmas party. The committee also provided funds for the women to make some of the food for the

party. Another great hands on project! 

Pictured:  Sewers  with
some of the stockings.

For  the  past  several
years,  as  part  of  our
public  awareness  we
have decorated a tree at
the Festival of Trees. This
year’s  tree featured wine
glass  charms  that  were
cleverly  made  into
ornaments  by  Gisela
Schubert.  Her  team  of
Ermira  Kusari,  Helen
Hartnett  and  Dianne
Nielsen  created  another
beautiful tree. 

Pictured:  Helen  and
Ermira with the tree. 
  
Our  club  has  also
inducted five new members since the fall and are hoping
to welcome more in the next few months.     
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Humber Credit Valleys & Brampton welcomed Laurel Broten, Minister of Children & Youth Services as a
guest speaker to their January 12th meeting, speaking on "Enhancing Opportunities for Women & Girls. 
The Government announced on this very day all day kindergarten, and in-depth thoughts on this is that it
will bring up vacancies in day care so women can go back to school/work.  Ms. Broten gave examples
from the book HALF THE SKY  by authors Nicholas D. Kristof and Sheryl WuDunn, winners of the Pulitzer
prize.  "Turning oppression into opportunity for women worldwide".  Laurel informed the members that
Women's Directorate has focused on good living jobs.  e.g..  non-traditional  jobs for women.  Another
improvement is the Ontario Child Benefit which is now $1,310.00 per year per child.  Saturday February
27th, Laurel Broten will be hosting the Annual Government & Community Services Fair at Cloverdale Mall. 
HCVB will be in attendance with a table full of material.
 
We  are  having  speakers  at  each  meeting,  February  was  TD  bank  executives  talking  on  debt.
management and financial planning.  March will be on Sierra Leone.
 

Respectfully submitted
Marion McGiffin

President
SI Humber Credit Valleys & Brampton
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We  are  smiling!!!  We  are  so  pleased  to  have
induced into our club over a dozen new members.
Six new members are pictured below.  They were
busy at work at our fall auction.

The club has been busy fund raising for our annual
projects.   We had  the  auction  in  the  fall  which
raised  over $3000  for  our  local  hospital’s  sexual
assault centre.

In March we are holding our 8th annual Garden and
Landscaping  Seminars.   These  seminars  have
been very well received in the past.  Topics include;
trees, perennials, composting and vermiculture, vegetable gardening, lawn care, starting seeds indoors
and so much more.  The day is guaranteed to be fantastic.

In  April,  we  have  another  committee  in  action  for  a
Stepping  into  Spring  Fashion  Show.    The  community
stores  have been  very supportive and we  will  have on
hand a wide range of clothing to suit people of  all ages.
We are also including fashions designed by local artists.
Looks like another successful evening.

Those  are  some  of  the  fund  raising  projects  we  are
working on.   But,  our  president  Susan,  likes to  see us
busy,  so  she  hosted an egg roll  making day where  we
made 1,000 egg rolls and sold them to out friends, families
and neighbours.  The finds raised will be used to support
conference attendance.  We are looking forward to seeing
many of you at conference.
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Visit us at our blog for more information:
http://soroptimisthamiltonburlington.blogspot.com/

CHRISTMAS:

Our Christmas Potluck dinner was held at the home of member Deb Polkinghorne. Instead of exchanging gifts
this year, member Colleen Burke suggested that we collect towels to send to Martha House , so we had a
good time tying them up with ribbons and bows.

JANUARY:

At our January meeting, Pat McNeice introduced Leanne
Kilby,  who  has  been  with  Elizabeth  Fry  for  26  years.
Leanne  gave an  overview of  the Society’s  function and
spoke  specifically  about  the  activities  of  the  human
trafficking  committee  on  which  she  sits,  representing
Elizabeth Fry, along with the Sisters of  Notre Dame and
the Sisters  of  St.  Joseph’s.   She explained how human
trafficking  goes  beyond  sex  and  includes   “slavery”  for
which  she  gave  some  examples.   We  were  told  that
“domestic  trafficking”,  as  opposed  to  “international
trafficking”, is on the rise.  She explained the difference between localized sex and human trafficking.  Pat
presented her with a $1,000 cheque to help women who seek assistance from the Elizabeth Fry Society.

Also at this meeting, member Marion Cavasin updated our involvement with the McMaster Pediatric Critical
Care Unit  and reported that several members joined her for the $5,000 cheque presentation at McMaster
Hospital.  Marion displayed the building plans for the Critical Care Unit and pointed out the location of our
Quiet Room.  We are looking forward to the completion of this project in the near future and will continue our
partnership with them.

FEBRUARY:   
                
At  our  February  meeting,  our  special  guest  was
Margaret Firth from the Out of the Cold Program .
She  is  the  co-ordinator  at  James Street  Baptist
Church (which is one of  many churches involved
with  OOTC)  where  we  wash  dishes  on  Monday
evenings.  The program serves delicious dinners to
over  100  people  each  day  of  the  week  from
November to  March and we do the cleaning up.
The people are truly appreciative of a hot meal and
conversation “out  of  the cold”.   We are glad  to
serve.

February 13 saw some members bowling for the Kid’s Help Phoneline .  Members on the lanes were Aline,
Sylvia, Millie, Helen, Colleen and Sue.  Pat was there in spirit.  They had a lot of fun and won great prizes,too. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS:

Our winners have been chosen for the WOA, VRA, and Ruby  Award  and prizes will be presented on Wed.
Mar. 10 at the Hamilton Public Library, Dundas Room.  Thanks to members Fran and Sue for taking on the
task of choosing our winners.   Our membership committee has planned an exceptional evening for winners
and their families, with guest speakers and refreshments.  We are looking to add some new members to our
club, so interested ladies are welcome.

The really good, really big, really cheap Book Sale
Our  semi-annual Book Sale  will be held April  12 to April  17 at the Eaton Centre in downtown Hamilton.
Come out  and choose your books at  great  prices – from 50 cents to $10 with all  proceeds going to our
ongoing service projects. 

                     

We would like to inform you of our upcoming fundraising event:

������������

Thurs. June 10, 2010
The Waterfront Centre, Hamilton

7 p.m.
Featuring Vickie van Dyke and her jazz band

More information to come!
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In December, the Soroptimists of Stoney Creek-Niagara celebrated Christmas with their partners and friends
at  the home of  past  president  Kathie Grosul.  We drew names and purchased a kid's present which best
described or reminded us of that person.  For example: our treasurer Brenda  Vanderlinden was given a toy
cash register, Kathie’s husband (a Nascar buff)  got  a toy nascar model,  Director Billie Yakiwchuk  was
having a mouse problem in her home so she got  the “MouseTrap” game.  It was a lot of fun and  turned out to
be a "rousing" success.  All  these gifts were donated to Women's Place - an abused women's and child's
shelter.  We were delighted that we could help give these kids a happier Christmas.  Also at the party, we
drew the two winning names of our Basket of Cheer draw.  Each member donates two bottles of wine (can’t
be home made) and Kathie Grosul makes up two festive baskets filled with 16 bottles of wine – both white and
red.   Our winners are always delighted and the tickets are very easy to sell.

At our January, 2010 meeting President-Elect Carol French welcomed Janet Simms-Baldwin from Cambridge
– on behalf  of  SFC.  Janet  presented the Silver Star  Award  Certificate for our  Club’s  donation to  SFC.
President-Elect Carol French accepted the Certificate on behalf of the Club.   Janet also told us about some of
SFC’s strategies for reaching the 5 million dollars goal - very interesting and informative.     

Our January social  was held at  Treasurer Brenda Vanderlinden’s  house.   We ordered in pizza and then
settled in to have what turned out to be a really fun night.  This will be explained at the end of this report.  

At  our  February  meeting,  we  invited the daughter  of  long-time member  Margaret  Scott  to  be our  guest
speaker.   Denise Scott is a youth housing support worker for the Wesley Youth Housing Program.   This
program deals with homeless or at risk youths aged 16 to 21 years of age.  The staff counsel the youth on
how to obtain Ontario Works income, attend school or get a job through a life skills program.  It was a very
interesting talk. Lots of questions and comments followed.  President Pat Copeman thanked Denise with a
small memento.  

Unfortunately, our February social had to be cancelled due to poor weather.  This will be rescheduled very
soon as we were getting together to assemble Birthing Kits that are sent to Haiti.

I would be amiss if I didn’t give a shout-out to Past President Joan Sturch and Director Dian Kuzyk.  Joan and
Dian have been our good-will ambassadors lately going to local clubs talking about their adventures on a
Friendship Grant to Australia this past fall.   What an entertaining and informative duo they are – telling about
their experiences.  Their very professional power point presentation is fabulous.    Joan and Dian entertained
us at our January social, as mentioned earlier.  Now we all want to go on a Friendship Grant or the very least
– to Australia.  If you want to catch their act – book early!

We’re looking forward to our Awards Dinner in March.  We’re very excited about our WOA and our VRA
winners. 

‘Till next time …
Billie Yakiwchuk

Public Awareness
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Soroptimist  International  of  Haldimand  Norfolk  hosted  our
annual Dinner/Dance and Silent Auction on November 7, 2009.
Approximately 90 people enjoyed a complete turkey dinner with
all the trimmings and then danced the night away.  There was
lively competition for the silent auction items and lots of items to
be won in the loonie-toonie draws.   

During the evening, the Club was also presented with a cheque
in the amount of $2250 from John Chang, owner of the Simcoe
Shopper’s Drug Mart.  S.I. of Haldimand-Norfolk was chosen to
be the recipient of Shopper’s Tree of Life campaign this year.

Pictured left  to right:  Pauline Boll,  President  elect, Hannelore
Nyman, President, John and Jessica Chang, owners Shoppers Drug
Mart, Simcoe.
 
The Simcoe Pregnancy Care Centre has opened and we are proud to
be  associated  with  them.   In  November,  the  new  director  of  the
Simcoe Pregnancy Centre, Trudi Townsend, as well as the Director of
the  Haldimand  Pregnancy  Centre,  Carol  Butler, attended  our  club
meeting.  We presented them with $500 to help get the centre up and
running.  Several of our members attended the Grand Opening of the
Centre in January. 

Pictured left  to right:
Hannelore  Nyman,
President,  Carol  Butler  and  Trudi  Townsend,  Pregnancy
Care Centre, Pauline Boll, President elect.

On  Sunday  March  7,  2010,  Soroptimist  International  of
Haldimand-Norfolk celebrated International Women's Day by
assembling 500 Birthing Kits for " The Joy and Hope of Haiti".
These birthing kits contain: 1 razor, 1 pair of vinyl gloves, 2
pieces  sturdy  precut  8"  long  string,  2-2x2  gauze  pads,  1
prepared belly band, 1 safety pin. These basic items in this
kit helps to provide a clean, safe birth for both the mother and
baby. 

Respectfully submitted
Pauline Boll
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Our club had a very busy year-end.  We rented a table at the St. Matthias church and sold Christmas items as
a fundraiser. 

Pictured Left: Georgina Brookfield, Aileen Kirkham, Kim Wozniak.
Pictured Right: Flora Francis, Georgina Brookfield, Lynda Twomey.

We also held a raffle for a Wine Chiller that was filled with sixteen
bottles of wine. Norma Inniss, a Soroptimist from S.I. Port of Spain,
Trinidad  and  Tobago,  made  the  draw  for  the  raffle  and  Glen
Franklink, a colleague of Sharron Watson, was the winner.

Pictured: Norma Inniss, Georgina Brookfield, and Flora Francis

Our December meeting and Christmas dinner was hosted by Sharron
Watson.  Each member brought a bottle of wine for a wine exchange
among ourselves. We also took up a collection for the President’s
Appeal 2009.
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We started the New Year with a visit from Governor- Elect
Bonnie Domonchuk and club buddy Dorothy Huhthalo. As
guess  speakers  they  encouraged  the  members  to  get
involved, attend meetings, conferences and conventions in
order to get the true picture about Soroptimism and most of
all to have fun.

Pictured: Bonnie Domonchuk and Dorothy Huhthalo.

We were honoured to have Joan Sturch and Dian Kuzyk
give  a  wonderful  power  point  presentation  on  their
Friendship  Grant  trip  to  Australia,  New  Zealand  and
Tasmania.   In  addition to giving you a travelogue of  the
countries  it  highlighted  what  Soroptimist  friendship  and
hospitality really is and that  Soroptimists are the same all
over the world. 

Pictured: Joan Sturch, Flora Francis, Dian Kuzyk

On February 27,  2010 two members of  the club,  Aileen
Kirkham  and  Flora  Francis  helped  the  St.  George’s
Anglican church members prepare for the Saturday dinner
for  Guelph’s  needy.  It  is part  of  the  church’s  Outreach
Program. One hundred and two meals were served.

FORTHCOMING EVENTS

March 27, 2010, Soroptimist Day of Service: Club members will be assisting Women In Crisis with a gala and
auction.

April 7, 2010, Awards Dinner will be held at the Symposium Restaurant.
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