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Our Christmas Potluck  dinner  was held at  the
home of member Deb Polkinghorne.  Gifts were
exchanged  and  money  was  raised  for  the
President’s Appeal.  But the best thing was the
induction of two new members  Aline Chan and
Fran Dore.  They are both great gifts to our club.
                      
February 14 was a special  Valentine’s Day as
some of our members bowled for the Kid’s Help
Phoneline .  This is always a fun time with lots of
laughter and prizes and raises money for a great
cause.

We continue to wash and dry dishes for the Out
of  the Cold Program in Hamlton and receive a
lot of satisfaction in doing this worthy work.  We
volunteer  at  James  Street  Baptist  Church  on
Monday nights.

Our winners  have been  chosen for the  WOA,
VRA,  and Women of Distinction  Award  and
prizes will be presented on Wed. Mar. 11 at the
Hamilton  Public  Library,  Dundas  Room.   As
usual,  thanks go to Pat  McNeice for her hard
work co-ordinating all  aspects of this wonderful
event.

Our semi-annual Book Sale  will be held March
30 to April 4 at the Eaton Centre
 in downtown Hamilton.  Come out and choose
your books at  great  prices – from 50 cents to
$10.  All proceeds will go to our ongoing service
projects.

                                                  
We would like to inform you of our

upcoming fundraising event ….
JAZZ IN JUNE

Wed. June 10, 2009
The Waterfront Centre, Hamilton

7 p.m.
Featuring The Suzanne Ramsay Trio

More information to come!
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SI-DAF and the Ancaster Lions Donate to
McMaster Children’s Hospital  (Jan 09)

A very heartwarming presentation by  SI-Dundas-
Ancaster-Flamborough  and  the  Ancaster  Lions
Club  was  made  on  the  evening  of  Tuesday
January 27 to Fiona Campbell of  the Technology
Access  Clinic,  part  of  McMaster  Children’s
Hospital.

The money donated is to assist  with  the outright
purchase of speech generating software for a lady
named Jennifer who is unable to speak due to a
rare,  degenerative  condition  called  Central
Nervous System Vasculitus; Jen has lost her ability
to speak and she also uses a wheelchair, as she
can  no  longer  walk.  This  software  is  her  only
means  of  communication with  the  outside  world
and  in  particular  with  her  daughter  who  is  also
challenged with developmental delay.

Fiona  made  a  wonderful  presentation,  which
included a short video of the lady who now has the
software  to  keep  instead  of  it  just  being leased
annually. In the video it shows Jennifer typing out a
message  of  thanks  to  us  all  and  in  turn  her
computer then spoke the words for her.

The lease on this expensive equipment expires in
February  2009,  but  the  Provincial  Government
(Ministry of Health) offers an 89% subsidy through
a  program  called the  Assisted  Devices  Program
(ADP).  That  leaves a one-year  lease  renewal  is
$573.31,  or  alternatively the equipment could be
purchased for $1,368.93.  Jennifer cannot provide
this money herself, because she is unable to work,

and her husband is her full-time caregiver.

The  Ancaster  Lions  Club  and  Soroptimist
International  of  Dundas-Ancaster-Flamborough
shared the cost of the purchase price of $1,368.93.

Ontario Leading Fight Against Breast
Cancer  (Jan 09)

Hamilton, ON was selected by GE Healthcare to
be  the  first  site  in  the  world  to  receive  new
prototype  technologies  for  use  in  a  molecular
breast  imaging  research  program.  Hamilton
researchers  will  design and lead clinical  trials to
evaluate  new  technologies  which  use  molecular
imaging  probes  that  target  breast  cancer.  This
cutting-edge strategy has the potential to find very
small tumours, leading to early intervention. Trials
will  be geared towards  high-risk women who are
not currently well served by mammography.
GE  Healthcare  chose  Hamilton  because  of  the
combined strengths of the collaborative partnership
among the Ontario Institute for Cancer Research,
the  Centre  for  Probe  Development  and
Commercialization, and the Oncology and Nuclear
Medicine  programs  at  McMaster  University  and
Hamilton Health Sciences.

Quick Facts:
- Each  year  in  Ontario,  8,500  women  are

diagnosed with breast cancer.
- According  to  the  Mayo  Clinic,  when

localized breast cancer is caught at an early
stage, the survival rate is 98 per cent.

One  promising  technique  is  molecular  breast
imaging,  an  experimental  approach  to  cancer
detection  that  has  the  potential  to  identify  very
small  tumours and also to reduce the number of
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false positive results. It is geared toward high-risk
women  with  dense  breasts,  who  are  not  well
served  by  mammography.  [reference:
http://medicalphysicsweb.org/cws/article/research/
26669]

The GE technologies are expected to be located at
Hamilton’s  Henderson  General  Hospital  with  the
research  and  development  work  carried  out  by
McMaster  University  and  Hamilton  Health
Sciences.  Through  careful  evaluation  in  clinical
trials,  researchers will  determine the full  potential
of the molecular breast imaging strategy.
All  clinical  studies  will  be  submitted  to  Health
Canada and the hospital’s research ethics board
for  review.  Technologies  will  be  delivered  and
studies  will  start  only  after  approvals  from both
Health  Canada  and  the  hospital’s  Ethics  Board
have been  received.  For  more information,  visit:
www.imagingprobes.ca/breast-imaging

SI-Dundas-Ancaster-Flamborough  club  secretary
and  chair  of  PR,  Brooke  Gordon,  is  the
Commercialization Officer at the Centre for Probe
Development & Commercialization, Hamilton, ON.
Her  role  is  in  business  development  where  she
seeks  to  identify and  capitalize on  new  markets
and commercialization opportunities in the field of
Molecular Imaging.

Giving Back at Christmas  (December 08)

It is funny how everything seems to come together
at Christmas time!

Newest  SI  Dundas-Ancaster-Flamborough  (SI-
DAF) member, Cheri DeMenna was telling a friend
Jane about her joining Soroptimist International. It
turns  out  that  her  friend  had  a  ‘conflicted’
background  and  she  appreciates  the  work
Soroptimist  and  similar  organizations  do.  Jane,
who wanted  to  ‘give  back’,  asked  Cheri  if  she
would  be  able  to  help  her  by  distributing  some
Avon  product  gift  bags  to  women  who  may
otherwise not have a gift on Christmas morning.  

With the help of club member and past president of
the Flamborough Chamber  of  Commerce,  Sandy
Gray, Cheri was directed to Drummond House, a
local  women’s  transitional  home  in  Waterdown. 
Executive  Director  Debbie  Tigchelaar  gratefully
accepted 5 bags for their residents and also gave
Cheri a tour of the facility. 

The  other  place  Sandy  suggested  was  Interval
House, a crisis shelter for abused women & their
children, that  serves our communities of Dundas-
Ancaster-Flamborough  and  Hamilton.  Just  so
happens  that  Sandy  planned  to  visit  Clare
Freeman, the executive director, with a donation of
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her own so they arranged for a visit & tour of that
facility.  They  were  joined  by  SI-DAF  member
Lynda  Switzer  who  just  so  happened  to  have a
large  number  of  ‘Franklin  the  Turtle’ children’s
books  that  needed  to  be  enjoyed  by  young
readers. Clare treated us to a full tour of the facility
along with some short  informative videos and we
returned the favour by donating $500.00 in cash,
15 gift bags,  large number of  Franklin books and
stuffed animals!

TECH2008 (Nov 08)

Rosie the Riveter
TECH2008  took  place  at  the  new  Mohawk
STARRT Centre  at  the  former  Stoney  Creek
Campus on  Wednesday  November  26. Over 200
young  women  attend  the  event  each  year  and
there  was  a  lot  of  excitement  amongst  the
organizers since this was the 9th year!

This annual event is a one-day interactive career
information conference for young women who are
15-30  years  of  age.  The  activities  focused  on
where the occupational shortages are:  the skilled
trades and technology occupations.

Their  icon,  Rosie  the  Riveter, is  from the United
States,  representing  the  six  million women  who
entered  the  workforce  for  the  first  time  during
World  War  II,  many  of  whom  worked  in  the
manufacturing plants.  Rosie and her slogan “We
Can Do It!” is now considered a feminist icon and a
herald  of  women’s  economic  power.  This  was
clearly  evidenced  by  some  of  the  attendee’s
hoodies and purses that donned the character.

Our  Soroptimist  member,  Brooke  Gordon,
volunteered  as  a  team  leader  for  the  day.  The
agenda included Marissa McTasney, Founder and

President of Moxie Trades, as the keynote speaker
for  the  morning.  This  was  followed  by  “speed
networking”  where  team  leaders  had  6  minute
intervals to interact with each table of girls to share
their education and work history as well as answer
questions  (mostly  about  salary).  Then  with  eye
protection securely fashioned, the girls headed off
on  a tour  of  the  wood  working  workshops  (true
workshops, not the meeting kind, with state of the
art equipment) on their way to the exhibition hall.
There were Canadian Forces women, horticultural
specialists,  and chefs  in  training with  smoothies,
appetizers  and  pasta  primavera  being
demonstrated with tastings. Amazingly, one of the
welders  exhibiting  their  work  could  make  over
$600/hour because of his underwater skills! 

Some  of  the  hands-on  demonstrations  included
repairing  bath-tub  faucets, assembling  a  y-joint
with plumbing materials, hammering nails (hilarious
to watch) and using a dry-wall gun.

After a box-lunch, the afternoon was taken over by
Union Gas for a junk-yard wars style competition to
build  an  air-powered  car!  With  a  bag  full  of
miscellaneous items, the girls had 20 minutes to
design and build their  car.  A fan was started up
and first place was given to the furthest distance.
Second place went to the best team spirit. 

Brooke’s team came in second for distance (over
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40�) and stayed straight the whole way. One of the
girls,  a  grade  12  student  from  Hamilton,
who claimed  “I  don’t  know  what  I  want  to
do” during the networking session, thought “making
cars  all  day  and  testing to  see  how  they  work”
would be the coolest job ever! 

It was an excellent day!

The Walk for Memories  (Feb 09)

The  Manulife  Walk  for  Memories  is  the  largest
fundraising  event  of  the  Alzheimer  Societies  in
Ontario. In 56 Ontario communities, the walk raises
money  to  fund  local  programs  and  services  for
166,000  people  living  with  dementia,  including
Alzheimer’s disease, and their families.

The  ladies  of  SI-Dundas-Ancaster-Flamborough
gathered by the Old Navy entrance at  Limeridge
Mall, Hamilton ON for a photo opp with Mayor Fred
and  local  MP,  David  Sweet.  The  Mistress  of
Ceremonies  was  Connie  Smith  (from  CHTV)
and MPP  Sophia  Aggelonitis  shared  a  touching
story of her Grandmother.

With the rhythm of swing playing close by, we did
laps around the lower floor of the mall. There were
4 activity stations with memory tests … they were
much harder than we expected. It’s funny how you
associate cows  with  milk but  they  actually  drink
water!

Our group had raised over $1,600 for this event.
Thanks to everyone who participated but especially
to those who sponsored us!!

Invitation to our Upcoming Fundraiser:
Flashback to the 70’s … I love Rock n Roll

Join  SI-Dundas-Ancaster-Flamborough  on  Friday
April 17 for a night of live music with Russ Weil and
The Hornets in Waterdown. Tickets are $25 each.
There will be a cash bar, Door Prizes and a Raffle.
Doors open at 8pm.

Royal Canadian Legion, 79 Hamilton Street North,
Waterdown ON.

For  ticket  information  email  Barb  at
soroptimistdaf@gmail.com 
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Happy New Year from Soroptimist
International of Cambridge 

Our  club  has  found  a  new  home  and  we  are
thrilled! 

Our  business  meetings  are  now  held  at  20
Hobson  Street  in  downtown  Cambridge  (Galt).
We  hold  our  business  meeting  on  the  second
Wednesday  of  the  month  (excluding  July  and
August) from 7:30 – 9:30 PM.  A social precedes
the  meeting  from  7  –  7:30  PM.  Beverages and
desserts will be available for a fee of  $10.00 per
person  attending  the  social  and/or  business
meeting. 

We are excited that  our new club plaque will  be
hung on the foyer wall of this restaurant.

Also,  our club brochures will  be available to any
prospective  members.  The  Public  Awareness
committee  deserves  kudos  for  all  their  work  in
designing and promoting this publicity.  

We have inducted three (3)  new members  since
October!  A big thank you to all club members for
meeting the recruitment challenge with energy and
determination!

SI  Cambridge,  through fundraising initiatives, still
supports  international,  federation,  national  and
community programs.

Our Soroptimist International projects include:

1. The  current  quadrennial  project,  Project
Sierra: a Family and a Future: 

2. The  yearly  Soroptimist  International
President’s Appeal, on Human Rights Day
December  10th, this  year  was  Restoring
Dignity  –  Securing  a  Future,  to  help
women and girls of Desta Mender Village
at  the  Addis  Ababa  Fistula  Hospital  in
Ethiopia. 

For further information check our the website
www.soroptimistinternational.org

Our federation support, to Soroptimist International
of the Americas (SIA), includes:

1. The Women’s Opportunity Award (WOA)

2. The Violet Richardson Award (VRA)

3. The Making a difference for Women Award
(MADFWA)

4. The SIA Club Campaign, which provides a
federation level WOA.

For further information on the Women’s opportunity
award check out the website www.soroptimist.org

The  club’s  national  commitment  is  to  the
Soroptimist Foundation of Canada which provides
grants  to  clubs  and  women.  Check  out  the
foundation’s  website  for  further  information
www.soroptimistfoundation.ca

Our 2008/2009 community projects include:

1. Waterloo  Regional  Sexual
Assault/Domestic Violent Treatment centre
at  Cambridge  Memorial  Hospital.  We
provide personal care items, scrubs, teddy
bears and Tim Horton’s gift certificates.

2. The Small  Steps to  Success  program  at
the  Cambridge  Self-Help  Food  Bank  –
monetary donation.

3. The  Community  Breast  Feeding  Support
Group.

4. High School awards – 7 schools receive a
$200  donation  to  help  a  female  student
with their post secondary education.
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5. Monetary  donation  to  Hope  Springs  to
purchase new wigs for their clients.

SI  Cambridge  held  a  public  forum  on
Understanding Sexual Trafficking “Harming women
locally  and  globally”  in  November.   Two  local
women  spoke  on  the  subject  and  answered
questions  from  the  audience.   We had  a  large
contingent  from  the  Waterloo  Regional  Police
Services;  they have offered to speak at  a  future
business  meeting  on  the  Waterloo  region
prostitution  picture.  Feedback  from  this  evening
has  encouraged  the  club  to  sponsor  a  similar
public education event next fall! We hope that this
will  become a huge Public Awareness,  Program,
and Membership initiative for SI Cambridge. 

Respectfully submitted
Karen Wilson – President SI Cambridge 2007-

2009
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Christmas found our club having a very nice turkey
dinner at Hazelton Place in the Yorkville area.

At the January meeting, Beverley McClelland and
Kathy Burnie spoke about their  trip to Japan and
the evening they spent with Toronto’s  Friendship
link club in Kyoto where they were treated royally.
We do encourage all ECR members to get in touch
with  local  clubs  when  traveling.  It  is  a  very
interesting experience.

On February  1st,  we  had  a  very pleasant  social
afternoon at Margaret Joyce’s home. 

There  was  great  food  and  we  were  able  to
purchase some very interesting jewellery. 

This raised some money for the club.

At  the  dinner  in  April,  we  will  honor  our  Violet
Richardson  award  winner.   We look  forward  to
meeting her.

SIT decided to split the legacy we received from
former member Ella Marie Felker  among several
of the groups we support.

We are sponsoring girls to go to school in Kisumu
Kenya  in  conjunction  with  the  Soroptimist  club
there..

We  have  been  busy  making  baby  bundles  for
Moorelands.   This is interesting and fun work for
those  who  are  able  to  go.  Since  this  happens
during the day the retired members are the ones
involved. We also plan to  sponsor  girls to  go to
their summer camp.

Plans are being made by several members to go to
Thunder Bay for the spring conference.

75th Anniversary  Lunch  to  be  held  May  3.
Invitations will be sent out in March.

Respectfully submitted by
Kathie Burnie
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Since our last Connector report, SI-Stoney Creek
Niagara  has  been  a  busy  club.   Our  annual
Christmas party hosted by Past  President  Kathie
Grosul was a great success,  a lot of fun and the
weather  even cooperated to  allow us  all  a  safe
drive home.  The  proceeds  from  our  Basket  Of
Cheer draw helped to support our VRA and WOA
winners.  We also provided gift certificates for food
and  presents  and  our  members  made  personal
donations to our Second Stage Housing family to
help them have a better Christmas.  

We had our first business club meeting of 2009 the
3rd week of January.  Our guest speaker was Glenn
Allan, a member of CCAA – Canadian Centre for
Abuse Awareness.   Glenn was the 2003 recipient
of the Queen’s Golden Jubilee Award and a 2008
recipient of the Award of Recognition.  Glenn is a
long-time Stoney Creek resident  who has known
every kind of abuse.  Sexually abused as a child,
he took his anger and resentment out on others by
becoming  a  bully  and  on  himself  through
alcoholism,  drug  addiction  and  finally  suicide
attempts.  Clean and sober since 1998, Glenn now
dedicates his life to sharing his story with people,
young and old, so that they know they do not have
to suffer alone and they do not have to head down
the same destructive path that he took.  Glenn is
now the television host and executive producer of
Goodnews Sports, The Edge and Living Clean.  He
is also a radio host and a motivational speaker.  By
sharing his stories of  Sexual Abuse, Bullying and
Alcohol  and  Drug  Abuse,  Glenn  helps  young
people  by  giving  them  tools  to  free  themselves
from the cycle of  abuse and self-destruction.    A
very entertaining and informative presentation.  

February 2nd, we had our first social of the year at
Director Dian Kuzyk’s home.  It was a potluck and

after dinner we got busy assembling “Birthing Kits”.
These  Birthing  Kits  are  sent  to  hospitals  and
medical clinics in the north of Haiti. According to
the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA), 1 in
every 17 women die each year from complications
due to childbirth in Haiti. For every 100,000 births,
between 500 and 1000 will result in death, putting
Haiti  as  having  one  of  the  highest  maternal
mortality rates in the world.  Factors attributing to
this  high  rate  have  been  linked  to  inadequate
access  to  health  care  facilities,  high  birth  rates,
early  age  pregnancy,  malaria,  tuberculosis  and
lack of skilled birth attendants. It is estimated that
60 percent of all deliveries are unattended in Haiti.
Unsafe  delivery  procedures  caused  by  using
unclean instruments have resulted in high rates of
infection after  birth  for  both the  mother  and  the
child. On average, mothers have eight children or
more and in many cases,  when a mother passes
away  as  a  consequence  of  improper  maternal
care, she leaves the rest of the family without any
support.  A  "Birthing  Kit"  includes:  1  clean  razor
blade;  2  pieces of  string;  gauze pads;  a birthing
mat  (1  piece  of  computer  paper);  disposable
gloves; soap; and a belly band (made out of new
white bed sheets, cut into strips). It costs $0.25 to
make a kit. These "birthing kits" are making a big
difference  in  infant  mortality  rate.  In  this  picture
several members of our club are busy assembling
the  kits  knowing  that  they  are making life for a
Haitian mother safer, easier & just a little bit better.

We also  had  two  invited  guests  who  are  very
interested in joining our club.   All in all - a fun night
and  a  great  feeling  knowing  we're  making  a
difference!

Members of SI Stoney Creek-
Niagara are very excited to
once again announce that
on  March 28,  2009,  we
will be hosting our fourth
annual  Dinner  Dance  -
our  Spring  Gala.    This
event is to raise funds in
support of the Comfort Kits
we  provide  to  the  Domestic
Violence  and  Sexual  Assault
Centres  at  McMaster  University  Medical  Centre,
Nina’s Place at Joseph Brant Hospital and the St.
Catharine’s General Hospital.  These Kits contain
personal  toiletry  items  as  well  as  clothing  and
teddy bears for victims of  domestic violence and
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sexual assault.  This year we are also sponsoring
“CARSA”  –  the  Niagara  Region  Sexual  Assault
Centre.  This  event  is  taking  place  at  Galileo’s
Garden,  1223  Highway #8.  Winona, On.  Tickets
are $55.00 each and are available until March 21,
2009.   You  will  be  treated  to  great  food,
entertainment,  dancing,  and  lots  of  fun  while
helping us fulfil our mission of  helping women in
their time of need.  

Since September 2008, we have inducted 4 new
members.

Well that’s about it for news from SI Stoney Creek
Niagara.   After enduring such a cold and snowy
winter we hope the arrival of Spring brings with it
new members, successful programs and profitable
fundraisers for all our Eastern Canada clubs.
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On  Sunday  November  16,  2008,  Soroptimist
International of  Simcoe County was born.   Much
akin to  the  birth  of  a  child,  those  in  attendance
beamed  with  pride  and  joy  –  after  months  and
months  of  hard  labour,  the  newest  chapter  of
Soroptimists International was christened.  

The Gala Luncheon was held at the historic Gibson
Centre, located in the heart of Alliston, Ontario.  Its
humble beginnings rather appropos to the historic
event at hand.  The snow had held off and the sun
shone.  Representatives came from far and wide.
Some brought  guests.   Some brought  gifts.   All
brought  warm  wishes  and  congratulations.   A
festive feeling soon filled the air… 

Immediate  Past  Governor  of  Eastern  Canada
Region Margaret  MacRae, an integral part  of the
fledgling  chapter,  called  the  meeting  to  order.
Standing in dancing sunbeams, Governor Maxine
Tenander  welcomed  all.   One  by  one,  the
chartering members were inducted.  Symbolic gifts
were bestowed;  keys, hats, and "jewellery" – their
meanings made clear to those who received them.

Following a lovely lunch, Ann Jackson (one of our
charter members) was the keynote speaker.  Ann
spoke with passion and enthusiasm for her cause
– Girls on the Run.  The Soroptimist International
of  Simcoe  County  was  pleased  to  take  the
opportunity to present a cheque for $1,500.00 to
Ann on behalf of Girls on the Run.  They had been
selected  as  the  recipient  for  the  Chapter's
inaugural  fundraising event  -  the 1st Annual  Fore

Women Golf Tournament.   Ann also spoke about
how well  she  felt  that  the Girls on the Run and
many of the Soroptimist programmes worked hand
in hand.

All  in  all  –  the  event  was  a  huge  success.
Soroptimist International of Simcoe County would
like  to  thank  everyone  for  making  it  a  day  to
remember.  

Since  our  charter  in  November,  we  met  for  a
wonderful Christmas Pot-Luck Party at Director Pat
Boland’s House.   She was a most gracious host
and  had  her  party  room  fully  decorated  for
Christmas.   Typically, there was lots of  food and
desserts,  as  well  as  Christmas  Cheer.   Past
Governor Margaret MacRae and Sue Gilbert were
in attendance.  We also had three guests as well.

Thanks  to  Director  Fiona  Cochrane  and  her
Awards  committee,  we  have  both  a  Violet
Richardson  Award  Candidate  and  a  Women’s
Opportunity Award Candidate!  Great work, Ladies!
We will be honouring the winners sometime in the
Spring.

At our January, 2009 meeting, we inducted a new
member.  We are so excited about our upcoming
2nd Annual Golf Tournament this summer and will
bring  you  more news  about  this  as  we  arrange
things.

Respectfully submitted
Tracy Mason
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SI  Thunder  Bay  members  have  been  extremely
busy  with a variety of  fun raising tasks.   We are
especially looking forward to our garden event this
year.   Instead of  garden seminars and speakers
that we have had in the past, club members Cathy
DeSando  and  Nancy  Yarzab  have been able to
convince Mr. Gardener himself,  Ed Lawrence,  to
come  to  Thunder  Bay  for  a  presentation  on
gardening.  The event will take place on Sunday,
April 26/09 at the Confederation College. We have
a grand prize donated from the Sheraton Hotel in
Toronto for two nights stay  at  the hotel  and two
tickets to a Maple Leafs hockey game. Come on
up ladies!

For those of you who may not know Mr. Lawrence,
I  had  added  information  from  his  web  site:
http://www.gardeningwithed.com/abouted.php

“Retired head gardener to six Canadian Governors
General  and  Prime  Ministers,  more  than  two
decades  as  phone-in  “gardening  guru”  for  CBC
Radio’s  “Ontario  Today”,  Ed  Lawrence  has
provided practical,  down-to-earth advice that  has
become the final word in gardening for more than
half a million loyal listeners and fans. Now for the
first time in print, Ed’s encyclopedic knowledge of
the gardening world,  including the many uses  of
his  famous  “40-parts  water  to  1-part  soap”
solution, are yours”.

Ed will be bringing copies of his book: Gardening
Grief and Glory and will be available to sign copies.

Conference Update

Club  members  continue  to  work  tirelessly  on
assisting  Governor  Maxine  and  the  Board  with
arrangements for the ECR Conference May 22, 23,
&  24,  2009.  The  registration  form  is  complete,
meals  decided  and  Friday  and  Saturday  night
activities have been planned.  We are so excited!

Please  mark  the  date on your  calendar  for  one
heck of a good time.  

Be ready to listen & learn about Soroptimist.

Come to Thunder Bay to meet old
friends and make new ones.
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Welcomes Our Newest Member

Joanna  emigrated  from  the  Netherlands  and
moved to  Arthur,  Ontario,  where  she  and  her
husband  have  a  greenhouse  business.  She
became a Soroptimist in the Netherlands, in the
Federation of  S.I.  Europe.   We look forward to
hearing about  her experiences in the European
Federation.

SOROPTIMIST MAKING A
DIFFERENCE FOR WOMEN AWARD

Joyce  Frank ,  a
resident  of  Guelph
for many years,  was
our  choice  for  this
award.  Her  major
contributions  for
women and girls are
with  Hospice
Wellington,  a  not
-for-profit  centre  of
expertise  and
compassionate  care
for people with life-threatening illnesses and the
bereaved. For over ten years she partnered with
the Salvation Army and organized the community
Christmas Sing-a-long. The Salvation Army Band
and the choir  at  St.  George’s  Church alternate
singing and playing carols along with the Guelph
community. A free will offering is collected which

this year was over $3000.00. This money is used
to provide Christmas hampers for needy families
in  Guelph.  In  addition,  Joyce,  four  years  ago,
started  the  “Christmas  Caring  tree”  at  St.
George’s  church.  She  decorated  a  small
Christmas tree with names of “shut ins” from the
church  and  asked  the  congregation  to  take  a
name and visit the person with a plant and some
cookies. We all  know that most of these people
are  older  and  disabled  women  who  are  very
grateful for their visits.

Undoubtedly  she  has  been  an  unassuming
leader  in  the  community,  who  despite  being a
cancer  survivor  and  recently  widowed,  is  still
driven  to  improve  the  lives  of  those  who
desperately need help in the community.

She will be presented with our club award in the
Spring.

Respectfully submitted
Sandy Ng
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Dianne  Nelson,  Executive  Director  Habitat  for
Humanity Wellington was the guest  speaker  at
our  February  meeting.  Her  presentation  made
our  members  more  enthusiastic  about  helping
with the building of the next house this Summer.

FORTHCOMING EVENTS

February 21, 2009  

Four of our club members will help with the “Set
Up”  for  the  dinner  given by  the  St.  George’s
Anglican  Church  Outreach  Program  at  the
Royal City Church in Guelph.
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March 5, 2009

 International Women's Day members of our club
will attend the Breakfast for Afghanistan  hosted
by  Canadian  Women  for  Women  Afghanistan,
which  coordinates  some  wonderful  educational
projects to raise funds for the education of girls
and women in  Afghanistan at  the University  of
Guelph.

March 28, 2009  

Several  members  of  our  club  will  attend  the
Women  In  Crisis  Organization  Fundraising
Gala. This organization assists abused women in
getting their lives back on track.

April 1, 2009  

The Annual  Awards Evening  when the winners
of the Violet Richardson Award and the Women’s
Opportunity  Award  will  receive  their  awards.
There  will  be  a  guest  speaker  and  potential
members will be invited.
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On November 19,  2008, at our monthly meeting,
we  welcomed  had  a  police  officer  from  Peel
Regional Special Victims Unit to answer questions
on Women's Safety and Security. The officer was a
good speaker and really current in his information.
Unfortunately, I believe this was the only day we
had a major snow storm in November so only two
non-members of  the club came. Even the police
officer was late for the meeting. We will try to have
him back next year.
At our December 10th  monthly meeting, we packed
our  Christmas  families  and  seniors  presents  up

and  then  exchanged  Christmas  presents.   On
December 30th, those of us that were available to
come met at a restaurant for Christmas brunch.

We started  the new year off at our January 21st

monthly meeting.  We are busy planning our fund
raisers for the coming year.

Respectfully submitted
Shirley Bates

Club Treasurer
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The members of SI Peterborough have had a very
busy few months!

Since  the  last  newsletter,  we  hosted  a  very
successful  Poinsettia  Tea  and  Bazaar.  Many
members helped in the tea room and at the various
tables.   There  was  a  raffle  draw  for  several
different prizes and a variety of vendors had their
own crafts and specialties for sale.

We  celebrated  at  our  December  meeting  by
contributing to the President’s Appeal and having a
very successful silent auction.  Members brought in
items for the auction and much fun was had trying
to out-bid each other on certain items.  The money
raised  helps  a  first  time  attendee  go  to  Spring
Conference.   As  well,  we  donated  money to  be
used for Christmas gifts, decorations and gift cards
to give to a young lady whose name we received
from the Children’s Aid Society.  Members of the
Human  Rights  and  Status  of  Women committee
then bought items for this young lady.  Since she
has an older car and needed some simple repairs
done, we purchased Canadian Tire gift cards for
her.   Several  members  also  donated  a  small
Christmas tree and a small overnight case to put
her gifts in. A local drugstore was very generous in
providing some lovely cosmetics and a bag at  a
greatly reduced price. Truly, the spirit of Christmas
was felt!

Our club is very fortunate in having some quilters
in its membership and we had three ladies who got
together  and  made  a  beautiful  queen  size  quilt.
This is being raffled off in the spring.  The three
members  donated  much  of  the  material  and  all
their  time to produce a true work of “heart”. The
money  raised  will  go  towards  various  programs
that our club supports and the draw will be made at

our  annual
golf
tournament  in
June.

One  of  our
long  time
members  –
Esther Might –
was honoured
by  Bank  of
Montreal
Financial
Services
recently.   Esther  applied  for  and  received  a
volunteer’s grant that she presented to the Director
of  Brock  Mission/Cameron  House,  which  are
homes  for  the  homeless  here  in  Peterborough.
This is the fifth time she has been given this award
and  each  time,  she  has  given  the  money  to
Cameron House.  To date, she has been awarded
just  over  $6,000.   Esther  is  one  truly  giving
Soroptimist!

SI  Peterborough  also  welcomed  three  new
members in January and one more is expected in
March.

At the moment, we are preparing to host  our first
Girl’s  forum for  which we  received a grant  from
Soroptimist Foundation of Canada.  The forum will
bring together girls in Grade 7 and 8 at one of the
schools to take part  in a day of arts,  writing and
dancing sessions. Hopefully it will be the start of a
great experience for these young women!
             

                            Submitted by 
                              Marney Horton

President, SI Peterborough

13


