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Soroptimist International of
Eastern Canada Region

SOROPTIMIST
Best for Women

It is a cold and snowy February day as | sit down to write this report. The
Clubs have had a busy Fall and holiday season, and have as well reported
once again selecting a Women’s Opportunity Award and Violet Richardson
Award winner. Thank you to all club committee chairs and members for
your hard work.

The Eastern Canada Region Board is making last minute changes to the
Call to Conference, which you should be receiving in the mail very soon.
Soroptimist International of Toronto have been busy making arrangements
for our 75" Region Conference at Fern Resort. It will be a new experience;
you will have the opportunity to arrive at a very peaceful and beautiful
setting on Lake Couchiching, Orillia, Ontario. Park your car and get ready for a “Girls’ Getaway
Weekend.” The Toronto Club have planned a fun filled weekend. Plan to attend, enjoy our speakers,
guests, workshops, award winners, entertainment and food. It will be a great chance to see old friends
and make new friends. See you in the Spring at Fern Resort!

Respectfully submitted by
Margaret MacRae
Governor, Eastern Canada Region

You are cordially invited to attend the
Eastern Canada Region’s 75th Region Conference
May 4, 5 and 6, 2007
ORILLIA, ONTARIO

Build and Extend Soroptimist Today!
CONFERENCE THEME

Hosted by SI Toronto




YOU'RE HIRED!
WIN THE OPPORTUNITY TO BE
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR FOR A DAY!

PRIZE for Winner:
All expense paid trip to Philadelphia for 2 days/2 nights - includes airfare, hotel, meals and other
surprises;
Work side-by-side with Executive Director Leigh and be the executive director for the day;
Personal tour of headquarters to meet with staff

DRAWING:
Will be held at the Soroptimist Professional Development Seminar, August 25, 2007.

PRIZE VALUE:
$2,000-$3,000 depending on the residence of the winner

Prize is not transferable.
Cannot be exchanged for cash.
Interpretation is not included, if the winner is non-English speaking.
Date to be mutually agreeable with Executive Director — no weekends.

DONATION PER TICKET:
USD $20 ($25.00 Canadian)

TICKETS AVAILABLE:
At 2007 Spring Conference: Shirley McCoy Region fundraising chair

Use www.goodsearch.com as your search engine from now on. Why? Because every time you use it, a
small donation goes to Soroptimist International of the Americas. Here’s how you use it: on the address
line of your internet browser, type www.goodsearch.com. The Goodsearch window open up and ask you
what you are searching for. Below the search box is another box asking you to insert the charity of your
choice, and you would type in “Soroptimist International”. Then you will click verify. Underneath is a box
entitted Amount Raised. If you click on it, it will show you how much money has been raised for our
organization. Each search raises $0.01. On February 14", the amount was $349.85. If every Soroptimist
used this tool, the amount would be so much more. So next time, instead of Googling, please use
Goodsearch.

Respectfully submitted
Eileen Stanbury
Region Secretary 2006 — 2008



| went on a Grant of Friendship visit to New Zealand North region in December
2006. They like to refer to this program as “A Gift of Friendship”, and | like the
term rather than a Friendship Grant as we call it, which always sounds to me as
if money is being given.

New Zealand has three regions, one on the south island and two on the north
island. | was visiting the mostly northerly region that runs from Rotorua at the
south end to the top of the north island. They have six clubs in this region, a
total of 135 members and one club has 12 members.

Overall, in the three regions that make up New Zealand, there are 21 clubs and with approximately 500
members. Of interest, they are not being pressured by their federation to have a minimum number of
members per club or total number of members or clubs to maintain regional status.

The New Zealand North Region organizes the visits so that only three clubs host the visitor. This time, |
stayed with members for 6 days each at a club in Auckland, one in south Auckland and one in Taranga
on the east coast. The next time they have a visitor the other three clubs will do the hosting.

This is a great idea, as | was not moving from place to place very few days, and didn't feel like | was living
out of a suitcase. Also, | was then able to get to know the members and the area well. They were terrific
people and treated me so well. | was hosted at lunches and dinners in member’'s homes and restaurants.
| was taken on drives to the seaside, art galleries, museums and Bush Walks [our hike in the woods]. In
Auckland, there was a cooking class on fish. There were ten of us and we had to filet a Red Snapper,
skin it and cook it three ways. Great fun!

As | was there just before Christmas, | attended two of the clubs Christmas dinners and gave a talk at

each one about our clubs in ECR and Ontario. One dinner was a BBQ at a winery and the other dinner

took place at the hotel where the south Auckland club holds its meetings [owned by one of their

members]. They had a Bottle Auction that night. The

1 Toronto club is going to be using this format on Friday

night at the Spring Conference. It was marvellous fun

and raised a lot of money. The auctioneer was a hoot.
You will enjoy it.

I thoroughly enjoyed this experience and would highly
recommend it to everyone. Keep your eyes on the Sl
magazine for the ads for the Grant of Friendship
coming up.

Submitted by Kathy Burnie, SI Toronto



| am very proud to present the first “Spotlight on Soroptimist” story. | have always been interested in what
my Soroptimist friends do outside their volunteer work with this organization. We get to know the
members of our club but even then, we often get wrapped up on the work we have to do and there is
sometimes not the time to get to know our fellow members well. In the past at my club, | wrote “Five
Minutes of Fame” and highlighted many of our members by reading their story at our meetings. This
might have been embarrassing to some, but we did learn things like what each member does for a living,
what interests them and why they are a Soroptimist.

| am very pleased to introduce to you our very first “Spotlight on Soroptimist, Mrs. Dina Correia, Eastern

Canada Region’s Award Winning Webmistress.

Dina writes:

| first became a Soroptimist of SI Humber, Credit
Valleys and Brampton in 1996, after Millie
Tomczak invited me to help out the club with a
couple of fundraisers. She decided to “put her
to work” to see if | might be interested in the
organization before plunging into membership.
Within the year, | was “sucked in” — | mean
happy to become the Vice-President. At that
time, our club was small and had not had many
new members in a while. Existing members
were getting tired and wanted some fresh blood
to take over some of the leadership roles. My
two-year Vice President role was cut short by
one when our president, Tanna Edwards moved
to Peterborough. | finished Tanna's term of
presidency and then completed my full two year
term as president. The members of this club are
all wonderful and inspiring women that | am
honoured to have known.

During my time as Past-President, | built our
HCVB website which went on to win the 2002
Soroptimists  Celebrating Success Website
Award. Once | became ill in 2002 my
contribution to the club had to be cut back. In
July 2003, after going through treatment for my
illness, my husband and | decided to move to
London, Ont., to be closer to my family. |
maintained my membership with HCVB for the
2003-2004 year.

In 2002, | offered my services to the Soroptimist
Foundation of Canada to help with their website.
They were very grateful for my offer and we set
out to fix up a few things. | have been
maintaining the site ever since. | cannot take
credit for the design of the site - but do keep it
updated as needed and help them with The
Cornerstone.

In 2003, | offered my services to ECR website and
they were happy to have me. | have since revamped
the site, using the information that previously existed
on the ECR website. Working with an ECR
representative, | continue to maintain the ECR
Website and offer my services to the Editor of the
Connector. | enjoy providing Soroptimists with my
help. | miss and enjoyed the time when | had more
direct contact with the members. Living in London
where there is no longer a club | can still support
Soroptimist in my own small way.

On a professional level, | worked at the Chapters
Support Office (first W.H. Smith, which then became
Smithbooks, who merged with Coles and has now
become Chapters) since 1990. | began as an
assistant buyer to a buyer (magazines and then
books) and moved to Merchandising Director of
Chapters Online to Senior Director of Product
Management of Chapters Online. The titles kept
getting fancier and the commitment became more
and more time consuming. In 2001 when Indigo and
Chapters merged, | decided it was best to move on.

In early 2002, | was diagnosed with Myelofibrosis.
This is a scarring in the bone marrow, which is fatal if



left untreated. The treatment was a Bone
Marrow Transplant. | was given all kinds of
statistics - 40% die during the BMT procedure,
40% die in the first 90 days post-transplant, 40%
die within 3 years post-transplant. | was curious
to know if the 40% was based on the remaining
60% because the numbers were dwindling
away. Not having many options, | decided to go
ahead with the bone marrow transplant
scheduled for August 2002. Since my sister did
not match, a donor was found in the donor
registry. June 2002 | had a splenectomy;
followed by blood clots post-surgery delaying my
BMT until December 2002. In September of
2002, my sister was in a car accident where her
8 year old daughter was fatally wounded. As you
can see, 2002 was a rough year for us. | left the
hospital end of January 2003 (after 6 weeks in
an isolated room). At this point, we were still
living in Brampton and decided that with all that
had happened over the past year, it was time to
move myself back home to London. Luckily my
husband Matthew wanted to come too.

Once in London, Matthew and | decided that we
would like to be foster parents. Having tried for years
to have a child and after several miscarriages, my
husband and | had decided to adopt. We had already
begun this process in Brampton to do this when | got
ill and had to put this idea on the backburner for a
while. Once in London, | was not sufficiently on the
"cured"” list to move forward with the permanency of
an adoption. Wanting our home to have the "family
with kids" environment, we decided to foster. After a
few months of fostering, my health improved
sufficiently that we were ready to take the plunge and
adopt.

Christopher was placed with us through the local
Children's Aid Society at the end of December 2004.
He was 14 months old at the time. He turned 3 in
November and is a very active, happy and curious
little boy. He is the sunshine in our lives. We have
now resumed fostering and currently have a 2 year
old girl with us.

Soroptimist International is an organization that | have always believed in — Professional women
helping women and girls in the local community and around the world. By way of information only,
| would like to bring awareness to my fellow Soroptimist members about some areas that have very
strongly affected my life, and that | feel very strongly about.

"# $ %
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Editors Note:

| first met Dina at President’s Meeting in 2000, when | was President Elect of my own club. By then, she
was a confident and knowledgeable Soroptimist with drive and perseverance. | thought | knew Dina well.
| had met her at many Soroptimist Events and | have been working with her for the past four years

through being Webmistress for my own club and now at the Region level.

It is with this drive and

perseverance that our Dina has overcome many personal challenges and remained faithful to Soroptimist
all the way through. She is an amazing young lady with such strength and dedication. Thank you so

much, Dina, for your dedication and support.
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S| Cambridge is busy preparing for the arrival of @eautiful
Women Project sponsored by the Cambridge YWCA with
support of the Cambridge and North Dumfries Commupi
Foundation,Soroptimist International of Cambridge, Soroptimist
Foundation of Canada and the Cambridge Centre for the Arts

exhibit at the Cambridge Centre for the Arts.

Executive Director of the Cambridge YWCA will be interviewed
Rogers Cable TV on Monday February"I2garding the event.

On March 4' SI Cambridge will be hosting a speciatery Body is
A Somebody event to launch the Beautiful Women Project. :,,,
Invitations and registration forms have been sent to area EC|
Soroptimist presidents for thEvery Body is a Somebodyevent.
Registration is limited to 75 participants.

If you can't attend on March ™8 SI Cambridge invites ECR
Soroptimist and interested women and girls to attend the Beautif "
Women Project exhibit while it is in Cambridge from March t6
April 5™,

On March 14 SI Cambridge will hold our Awards Dinner
recognizing our Violet Richardson and Women's

: - iy ~
Opportunity Award recipients. s -

SI Cambridge member
Jane Hewitt, Marilyn
Kelly and Jan WoynarskK
will be participating in
the 60 km Walk to End

Breast Canceragain this
year.

[




Plans are well underway
for the Soroptimist
International Guelph 50th &
celebration. The date has
been set for Sunday,
October 14, 2007. As our
official charter date is in
May, which is a popular
time to book venues, we
chose the October date
because we will have more options for locations
and better pricing. | will provide you with more
information as we continue to finalize plans. | can
assure you it will be an AWESOME time!! We are
looking at an afternoon lunch celebration and our
planning team of four has a number of surprises!!!

S| Guelph raised over 4000
dollars gift wrapping this past
December. The money will
primarily go towards our club
project Michael House. Michael
House is a short-term home,
located in Guelph, for young
women who need housing and
support during their pregnancy. They are relocating
to a larger home and we are in the process of
preparing a proposal for funding from the
Soroptimist Club Grants for Women and Girls.

P

Michae
House

S| Guelph also raised almost 800 dollars in funding
from a new initiative with PAMPERED CHEF. This
was a very tasty time and good fun for members! |

still dream of some of the awesome food prepared!
We hope to do this again this fall.

One of the things we did over the past month was
review our meetings and see if we were having
enough fun! Our agenda continued to be full of
necessary business stuff but left little time for
"planned” fun. We discussed this at our last
meeting and came up with some great ideas on
how to ensure we take the time for fun stuff each
meeting. Two of our newer members volunteered
to be responsible for fun activities. They call
themselves the "Fun Team" and have volunteered
to come up with fun ideas at every meeting and to
coordinate some fun activities in the community. |
will update for the next Connector some of the
"FUN THINGS" that we did each meeting in order
to share with others.

We are also committed to updating our information
on the S| Guelph web page (with the help of Dina)
so that when the public visits it is seen as up to
date and appealing. Hopefully, we will have this
done by the end of March. We intend to include
some basic information on our 50th anniversary,
and up to date initiatives we are involved with.

Stay tuned for exciting things to come from SlI
Guelph!

Submitted by
Donna Keating, President
S| Guelph
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S| Haldimand Norfolk participates in an Adopt-A-Road project cleaning a
stretch of Regional Road #3 in Norfolk County twice a year, weather
permitting. Thanks to Pauline Boll, who has been organizing everything
for the security. And the best part is, after all the work is done, we all go

out to lunch together.

Respectfully submitted

Hannelore Nyman

X R S —
Soroptimist International
of
Haldimand-Norfolk

==
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Halton Women’s Centre

In order for our club to be more visible in
Burlington, we are pursuing several avenues with
the Halton Women'’s Centre. A start was made two
years ago at Christmastime when our members
were given baskets to fill with toiletries, towels, and
candy as a personal gift to the women. This
Christmas, Bev Heim-Myer suggested that at the
Christmas Potluck Party, each member be
assigned another member’s name with the idea of
bringing a toy that reminded them of that member.
The party was held at Deb Polkinghorne’s lovely
home, which lends itself to such gatherings of
people. The opening of toys was hilarious and so
appropriate to each member. These were gathered
up and taken by Sandy Ross to the Centre, and
were much appreciated.

$1,000.00 was previously given as a token that the
club wishes to assist them, particularly with
“hands-on” projects. A list of topics was given to
us to consider, such as women’s rights, healthy
cooking, and resume preparation. In the
meantime, we are providing gift bags for birthday
kits.

Submitted by Pat McNeice

Kids Help Phone

For 12 years now, our club has participated in a
Bowlathon to raise money for the Kids Help Phone.
Counsellors are available 24 hours a day to help
young people with problems. Millie Panton
became interested in this worthwhile charity
ecause she wanted to help kids. So she
encouraged and developed our team. This year, 5
bowlers — or should | say 5 women who bowl —
took part. One of our newest members, Pattie
Northey , came out, as did one of our long-time
members, Faye Stephenson , who had never
participated before. With 48 lanes of bowling, it
was a busy and noisy place. As Radio, TV and
Sports personalities participate, it is a great Public
Relations event. We are happy to help along with
other service clubs and organizations, such as the
Firefighters. Together, we had lots of fun and even
a few strikes! Though not great bowlers, we are
always successful in winning door prizes and
raffles. We went home with our arms full and our
hearts happy for having raised nearly $900.00!




Marion Cavasin , who has spearheaded the
connection with McMaster Children’s Hospital
Pediatric ICU, suggested that we should complete
our commitment to the Pediatric ICU Quiet Room

in order to benefit from the Juravinski Foundation
who promised to match any contributions. On
January 16", at a formal presentation, a cheque for
$10,000 was presented to the McMaster medical
representatives, Dr. Rob Lloyd, Dr. Cynthia
Cupido and Marg Jones of the McMaster Health
Sciences Foundation. Soroptimists present were
President Nancy Ellison , Marion Cavasin , Faye
Evenden, Millie Panton , Patricia Northey and
Helen Otrosina . Marion presented all in
attendance with a rose as a token of the great
effort made to provide $125,000 for the Quiet
Room and furnishings. People were asked to
speak about the project. Pattie Northey explained
that, as she had experienced the wonderful work at
the McMaster Pediatric Unit with her first child, she
knew that she had joined the right organization
when she realized that SI Hamilton-Burlington was
so involved in helping the hospital.

A special Pin was presented to the club welcoming
us to the McMaster Family . This is only given to a
select number of people and organizations, so we
are indeed honoured.

This project is, without a doubt, the one most
associated with our club and for which we have
become recognized in the community.

Submitted by Marion Cavasin

CEIS
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S| Peterborough has had an interesting and
productive Fall and Winter. Results from The
local school UNICEF campaign led by Joyce
Fee had the formerly familiar orange boxes
replaced by envelope commitments from the
children’'s families and friends. The money
raised was to help build schools for children in
Malawi. A total of almost $25,000 was
submitted to UNICEF from our 21 participating
schools support UNICEF in its Fiftieth
Anniversary Trick or Treat Hallowe’en program.

In November, the Sl President’s Appeal was
made clear to our club through the excellent
presentation by Peterborough president Marney
Horton’s daughter Andrea. She works for the
Canadian International Development Agency
and had visited Pakistan to meet with people
from Oxfam who are implementing Project
Punjab. Andrea explained issues facing women
and the importance of fostering gender equality
through education. Oxfam has several projects
which include teacher training, raising
awareness on gender issues and providing early
childhood education. Project Punjab will focus
on two districts to train 40 teachers, to provide
teaching resources, and to rehabilitate
classrooms. Money raised by Soroptimist
International will complement projects in the
same districts and strengthen links between
local government and other educational
organizations. Andrea’s many pictures further
clarified this worthwhile project.

Christmas was an opportunity to celebrate our
club’s involvement in the Peterborough Festival

of Trees. A tree

decorated with

costume  jewellery

was member Gisela

Schubert’s theme

for this year’'s entry.

Proceeds from the

sale of the various

trees raise funds for

local health care

initiatives.

December also saw

our third successful

Christmas Poinsettia

Tea and Bazaar.
Baking, crafts, books,
pickles, Friendship Soup mix

beautiful

and
poinsettias were available for the public to purchase.

At our February meeting, member Dorothy
Macdonald’'s husband John visited with his assist
dog. Although wheelchair bound, John has an
interesting and involved life thanks in part to his
recently acquired guide dog. Jean Graham of the
Lions dog guide program explained their club’s work
with the breeding and training of these wonderful
dogs.

March will bring our annual awards night and award
results will be published at a later date. We are also
looking forward to many members planning to attend
the Spring conference at Fern Resort.

Respectfully submitted,
Anna-Marie Fournier
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Due to an oversight by the Editor, the November
report from Sl Stoney Creek Niagara was not
inserted into the final draft of the November
Connector. That report has been combined with
the current report below.

For the third year in a row, our Victorian Tea
was enjoyed by both club members and guests
alike and will be held again on June 16, 2007.
Each year the event tickets sell more quickly
and with less effort than the previous year. Our
profit was a little under $2,000.00. The event
was reported by both the Hamilton Spectator
and the Stoney Creek News. Both also included
coloured photos.

There were nine members of S| Stoney Creek-
Niagara ~who attended Convention in
Philadelphia. One of our members thought to
bring a Stoney Creek News and we had our
picture taken at Philadelphia with the paper
which resulted in coverage in the Stoney Creek
News following our return.

Welcome
Soroptigss

The Public Awareness Committee has informed all of
the newspapers in the Hamilton and Niagara area of
the criteria and deadlines for the new Violet
Richardson Award and the Women’'s Opportunity
Award Applications. Two papers gave us some good
coverage regarding the criteria of both awards. As of
the writing of this submission, our Foundation/Awards
Committee is in the process of judging the Women's
Opportunity Award and we will report on our winners
and Awards Dinner in the May issue.

Our club made a public challenge for other service
clubs to also give financial help to a disabled
Beamsville women who needs a special skills dog.
The $250.00 donation resulted in a newspaper article
with picture, in the Grimsby News.

Our club has participated in Adopt-a-road for the last
five years. We have decided to look into a different
environmental concern for next year.

Again this fall we met for our annual pot luck social
which always includes filling 400 hand sewn Comfort
Kit bags for the Sexual Assault Centres of three
hospitals in Hamilton, Burlington and St. Catharines.

Five of our members attended and enjoyed the 25"
anniversary of S.I. Cambridge.

Our annual Christmas Party gives us the forum for
the Basket of Cheer draw. That same occasion is the
opportunity for the donations from club members to
be assembled for delivery to our Christmas Family.
The family that lives in the Second Stage Housing
unit that we clean up and replenish the cupboards
between residents is also the same family we support
at Christmas. We also bring our good used clothing
to the party which is passed on to residents of the St.
Catharines YWCA.

As a domestic Violence prevention initiative our club
had 2000 bookmarks printed for distribution.

We held an Information Event on Feb. 10" through
which we recruited one new member and the
possibility of a couple of others. There was a power
point presentation and cheques were presented to
representatives of The Bob Kemp Hospice in Stoney
Creek and Rose Cottage (palliative care) in Grimsby.
Free ads appeared in three newspapers.

11



Our Dinner Dance fundraiser will be held on St.
Patrick’s Day, March 17, at the Chandelier Place
in Stoney Creek. We have a chance to kick up
our heels as well as the opportunity to gaze on
the Pot O’ Gold. Tickets are $50.00 each.

Our Saturday of service this year will involve
repainting the dining room of the St. Catharines
Y.W.C.A.

Submitted by Margaret Scott
Public Awareness Chair
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Spring Conference

S| Toronto is hosting the Eastern Canada Region’s
Spring Conference May 4 — 6. The venue at Fern
Resort is promising to be filled with fun and
relaxation, a true “Weekend at the Resort” in
cottage country.

Fern Resort is a gracious 100-year-old resort on
the shores of Lake Couchiching.

Our Spring Conference Committee, chaired by
Corinne Hyatt, has been busy making plans to
ensure that everyone’s expectations are met, if not
surpassed. We look forward to seeing old friends
and making new ones. The “Call to Conference”
will go out shortly.

Fund Raising

S| Toronto’s major Fundraising Project this year is
to support Street Haven’s Garden Project. Street
Haven is a women'’s shelter in downtown Toronto
that provides services for homeless women. At our
September meeting, we had Janet Hall from Street
Haven and the landscape design artist Jane
Hatton as guests. Janet described what this
project means for the women of Street Haven.
Jane presented a small physical model of the

proposed garden along with pictures. There are
two objectives of the garden space: 1) active
programming (e.g. gardening, social activities) and
2) meditative space for quiet reflection (non-
smoking). Jane emphasized the flexibility of the
garden for different uses by the women of Street
Haven. Sl Toronto held a clean up and planting
day at Street Haven in October — to improve the
front yard.

Fundraising efforts, intended to raise the $20,000
for the garden project, started off with two
successful garage sales held in September and
October at the homes of Sheila Hambleton and
Lisa Denhartog. Margaret Joyce opened her home
to host our Christmas Jewellery Sale Fundraiser
that included a cookie exchange. Our Fundraising
Committee, chaired by Barbro Stalbecker-
Pountney, has many ideas in the works

S| Toronto also has ongoing fundraising efforts:
the sale of tote bags with the Soroptimist insignia
and handmade scarves. The tote bags were
designed and manufactured for us by Haween
Enterprises, Inc. — a division of the Somali
Women'’s and Children’s Support Network. One of
our newest members, Kelly Meechan, has kindly
donated her time and skill in making scarves that
she first exhibited at our February 4 “Afternoon
Tea” at The OId Mill.

Visitors/Visitations

S| Toronto has had
two international
visitors recently.
Eva Tamas brought
greetings and
information  about
her Soroptimist
Club in Sweden.
She handed out a
flyer about their
major project “Stop
Trafficking of
Women”  through
the sale of purple
ribbons. They are
trying to  raise
enough money for a shelter in Estonia and a future
goal is to raise money for education for these
women. Eva was in Toronto for a month as a
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Cardiac Surgeon to study at Toronto General
Hospital in work related to her field.

Another visitor, Dolgormaa (Dolly) Jamyan from
Mongolia (above with Barbro Stalbecker-Pountney)
visited with us at our August Pot Luck Dinner at the
home of Margaret Joyce. She told the story of her
club purchasing 100 sheep to help local farmers
that had lost their flock during a late winter storm.
The sheep were the difference between life and
death for these farmers and their families.

Two Sl Toronto members, Kathy Burnie and
Beverly McClelland, returned in December from a
trip to Australia and New Zealand. After the tour
ended, Kathy stayed on for three weeks in the
northern region of the North Island of New
Zealand as a Soroptimist Grant of Friendship
visitor. She has expressed how warmly the three
clubs who hosted her received her. (See write up
of her Grant of Friendship in this issue). In
addition, two Soroptimists entertained Beverly and
Kathy in Nelson on the south island for a day.
They were fortunate to see the "Soroptimist Rose"
that was developed a few years ago for the New
Zealand clubs.

New Members

We are pleased to announce that we have three
new members in our Sl Toronto Club. Gloria
Baratta transferred from the Thunder Bay Club.
Gloria retired from 38 years of teaching and upon
moving to Toronto she began working for Minister
Monte Kwinter as Constituency Assistant for York
Centre. Kelly Meechan has just moved to Toronto
from Halifax and works in Human Resources at
CIBC. Agnetha Nilsson-Edwards is Vice-Consulate
at the Swedish Consulate. Welcome!
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Awards

Sl Toronto has two annual awards. The Naomi
Grigg Fellowship of $7500 is given to a
postgraduate student studying in the area of
gerontology. Our Naomi Grigg prize winner for this
year, Alicia Peitsch, spoke at our October dinner
(seen below with Marnie Taylor). Alicia is a PhD
student at Queen’s University  studying
“Oculomotor Impairments and Psychometric
Assessment in

Alzheimer’s

Disease”. She

is conducting

research to

determine  if

eye movement

is an indicator

of brain

function as it

relates to

Alzheimer’s

Disease.

The Helen Marion Walker Annual Fellowship
Award winner for this year is Nalini Pandlagant.
This SI Toronto annual award of $10,000 is for
research into some aspect of women’s health.
Nalini will speak at our February monthly meeting.
She is a first year PhD student at the Institute for
Medical Sciences at the University of Toronto. Her
study will focus on immigrant women’s mental
health and hopefully will lead to the availability of
more culturally capable mental health services.

Special Mention

Chambers

her 90"
in October.
Margaret has been a
Soroptimist since 1952
and was a Director of the
Soroptimist Foundation of
Canada that she helped
to set up. She spent her
career in the insurance
and investment industries
being a “true champion of
the Co-Operators
Insurance Association’s pension plan”.

Margaret
celebrated
birthday

Read more about the S| Toronto Club in our
newsletter: www.ecsoroptimist.org/clubs/toronto
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Western Canada’s conference planning is well
underway and looks to be a full agenda. The
theme this year is “Believe” The guest speaker is
Binh Rybacki founder of Children of Peace
International. Our federation guest will be SIA
Board Member Fannie Louie. This year Saskatoon
will be hosting a Women's Heath Expo. The
workshops will be addressing generational
marketing, mentoring and club bylaws. As always
great camaraderie and fun will be had, please plan
on attending May 3" to 6™, 2007.

Congratulations to past governor Sharon Fisher for
her election as SIA Board Member. Sharon will be
installed in Philadelphia at the Soroptimist

Professional Development Seminar which will be
held August 24™ & 25", 2007.

2007

Soroptimist International of the Americas
74" Western Canada Region Conference
May 3 — May 6", 2007

Delta Bessborough Hotel, Saskatoon, SK

From February 26" to

March 9", 2007 at the

United Nations in New

York the Fifty-First

session of the

Commission on the

Status of Women will

be held. I will be

attending as a silent

observer from March

2" to 9™. This will be

quite an opportunity to

survey  Soroptimists

role at the UN and to

hear international

issues that affect women. Needless to say | will be
reporting back to you on this experience.

All the best,

Governor Patti

Western Canada Region
http://www.wcsoroptimist.org

Hosted by:

Soroptimist International of Saskatoon
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| am pleased to report that, since taking over the Chair of Website for Eastern Canada Region, | have
worked very closely with Dina Correia to update the Website. We updated all the new information about
the 2006 — 2008 ECR Board and support team members. | never knew just how much work it was to
change the “Contact Us” name from former Webmistress JoAnne Cockerton’s name to my name! That
job alone took some doing because of the number of references!

Under the direction and advisement of Director Jean Skillman, Programs Chair, we have revamped all the
awards, program, membership and fundraising information to conform with the “Renaissance Campaign”.
We have also promoted the Violet Richardson Award and the Women's Opportunity Award
announcement and explanation to the home page, where it will remain permanently.

Dina is most truly invaluable to us with her many talents regarding the Website. She is pleasant, willing
and ready to help all the members with changes to their club websites. It is a pleasure and honour to
work with her.

If you wish to set up or revise your club website, please feel free to contact Dina directly. She will usually
send me a carbon copy of requested changes upon completion.

If you have any suggestions regarding the website, please feel free to contact either myself or Dina.

Respectfully submitted,
Sue Gilbert
ECR Webmistress 2006 - 2008

Thank you to everyone who has submitted articles to the Connector so far this year.

This is your newsletter and we welcome your news. Is your club dmingething

special this year? Is there a fundraiser you'd like to promd#ia8 someone in your
club celebrated a major achievement, either personally or withicdmmunity? Let
us know.

Please forward your articles to:

Sue Gilbert, Connector Editor
34 Hollydene Place
Hamilton, Ontario

L8E 1K8

Phone: (905) 561-5592 (work)
Fax: (905) 561-5562
wpss@quixnet.net
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